
200-YEAR-0LD PUB TO BE DEMOLISHED FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT 



Ye Olde Saltbrook on Hayes Lane in Lye is to be demolished 


A 19th Century pub in Lye is to be demol¬ 
ished and a public footpath diverted, under 
plans approved by Dudley Council. 

An application to tear down Ye Olde 
Saltbrook on Hayes Lane to make way for 
offices, a workshop and storage, was given 
unanimous approval by Dudley Council’s 
development control committee on Monday 
night. 

The vacant inn, which dates back nearly 
200 years, is by the banks of the River Stour 
and will now become the latest Black Coun¬ 
try pub to be knocked down. 

The adjacent footpath connecting Hayes 
Lane with Dunns Bank and Bromley Street, 
will be diverted to the west around the site 
as part of the plans. 


Last year the council’s officers concluded 
that prior approval was not required to de¬ 
molish the pub, because it the scheme was 
a permitted development under planning 
policy. An application outlining proposed 
development on the site was required and 
approval of these plans now enables build¬ 
ings to be constructed on the pub’s site. 

These new premises will comprise of 
a 400 square metre industrial unit, a 36 
square metre storage shed and associated 
car parking and manoeuvring space. 

Ye Olde Saltbrook, which was formerly 
known as The Saltbrook and The Dewfall 
Arms, is not a listed building but is included 
in the council’s historic building sites and 
monuments record. 


During the meeting, chair of the develop¬ 
ment control committee Councillor Jackie 
Cowell said: “It’s a shame that we are see¬ 
ing another pub demolished. But it’s been 
a great number of years in disuse and if it 
is bringing a small number of jobs, that is 
good for the area.” 

The plans were unanimously approved by 
members of the committee. 

Ahead of the meeting, Dudley Local Ac¬ 
cess Forum expressed concern about the 
changes to the public footpath, stating: 
“The path passes through an attractive area 
of wild space alongside the River Stour.” 

However the forum said it would accept a 
diverted route provided that good visibility 
was maintained. 


25 jobs to be created in development at old supermarket 

£850k BINGO HAIL 
GIVEN GO-AHEAD 


A BINGO hall is set to open at the site of a former super¬ 
market in Dudley town centre, creating 25 jobs. 

Planning permission has been granted to enable Mecca Bingo to open 
its latest venue inside the old Select and Save shop on the High Street. 

The firm said it was keen to improve attractions on offer in Dudley by taking over the 
empty unit and that it would investment £850,000 in the project. 

The proposal was recommended for approval by the council’s planning officers and 
given the green light at Monday’s meeting of the development control committee. 

“The unit has been vacant for over four years, and this clearly suggests that the site is 
not attractive for retail users,” said agent 
Paul Derry, speaking at the planning meet¬ 
ing on behalf of applicants Mecca Bingo 
Ltd. 

“The change of use will result in a sig¬ 
nificant £850,000 investment into a build¬ 
ing described as a negative contribution 
building in a conservation area character 
appraisal.” 

The bingo hall would be created under 
the brand name Luda, part of a chain of 
smaller clubs being created by Mecca Bin¬ 
go’s owners. The new brand aims to appeal 
to a new generation of younger players. 

The popular bingo firm is keen to cre¬ 
ate another centre in the Black Country to 
add to existing sites in Bilston and Brier- 
ley Hill. Bosses were left frustrated after 
a bid to launch in Walsall was refused in 
November. 

Gambling 

Expressing some doubts during the 
meeting was committee member Council¬ 
lor Bryan Cotterill. He said: “We’ve got 
poorer people who may see it as a means 
of getting a little bit more wealthy, and 
they will spend what few pounds they’ve 
got on gambling and gamble it away. I feel 
quite concerned about this in the middle 
of Dudley.” 



Mecca Bingo are converting the former Select and Save store in Dudley into its latest venue 


Report by Judith Hawkins 


However, vice-chair of the committee 
Councillor Keiran Casey said: “This is cur¬ 
rently a vacant shop in quite a prominent 
location on the High Street. To get £850,000 
worth of investment into the store and to 
get 25 jobs for the local area - it is quite pos¬ 
itive for the High Street.” 

Chair of the committee Councillor Jackie 
Cowell added: “Adults in this country are 
allowed to gamble and it is an accepted town 
centre use. It will bring the property back 
into use.” 

The plans were approved by a majority of 
committee members. 

Dudley had a large bingo hall based at the 
town’s famous Hippodrome theatre but that 
closed in 2009. 

Dudley councillor Ken Finch said he 
would welcome the addition of the bingo 
hall to the town centre. 

He said: “Bingo is on its way back as re¬ 
gards to the general public’s interest in it. 

“Anything that brings trade and livens 
Dudley town centre can only be good. 

“As member for Castle and Priory, which 
covers half of the town centre, I would ap¬ 
plaud it.” 


CRIME 

Armed robbers in 
raid on Co-op store 

ARMED robbers raided a supermarket in 
the Black Country, demanding cash from 
terrified workers. 

Three men struck at the Co-op on Upper 
Church Lane, Tipton, at around 8.30pm on 
Thursday. Police have launched an inves¬ 
tigation . 

West Midlands Police spokesman Craig 
Hughes said: “Three offenders, all believed 
to be carrying weapons, demanded money 
from staff and escaped with a quantity of 
cash. 

“CCTV has been recovered and foren¬ 
sic investigators scoured the store for ev¬ 
idence.” 

Anyone with information is urged to call 
police on 101. 

BUSINESS 

Signs are good 
for manufacturer 

A SIGNS manufacturer has moved to 
larger premises in Dudley and bought 
new machinery. 

DGS Supplies, which manufactures 
and distributes road and health and 
safety signs for construction compa¬ 
nies, has won its first national contract, 
with DIY chain Homebase. 

The firm has moved to new premises 
on Dudley’s Thornleigh Trading Estate, 
double the size of its previous unit on 
Vauxhall Street, and two new staff have 
joined the now 10-strong workforce. 

EDUCATION 

Principal and staff’s 
national recognition 

THE principal and staff at Ormiston Forge 
Academy in Cradley Heath have been se¬ 
lected for a top role supporting schools 
that find themselves in challenging circum¬ 
stances. 

Andrew Burns is one of more than 70 
principals to be appointed to the role 
of national leader of education (NLE). 
NLEs along with staff in their school use 
their success and professionalism to pro¬ 
vide additional leadership for struggling 
schools. 

Mr Burns said: “It’s an incredible honour 
to receive this designation on behalf of the 
academy.” 
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We need you to help with the hole truth 


DRIVERS are increasingly facing 
a new menace on our roads that is 
causing tens of thousands of pounds 
damage to cars and poses a danger to 
road users - potholes. 

Roads across the region are crum¬ 
bling with a backlog in road mainte¬ 
nance, more traffic on the roads and 
the weather blamed for the pothole 
epidemic we are now facing. 

Despite Government funding to 
help councils tackle the problem, 
potholes are popping up everywhere 
with experts estimating it will take 
nine years to clear the backlog of 
maintenance needed on our roads. 


■TOP OF 
jHE POTS 

Drowning in a deluge of complaints 
about potholes, councils say they 
have to prioritise main roads and 
those where the damage poses the 
greatest risk to the public. As the 
councils target the roads they believe 
should benefit from the Government 


funding, we want you to help us high¬ 
light the worst potholes you know. 

Which road feels more like an 
off-road track as you bounce along? 
Where are the deep potholes that 
risk puncturing tyres or damaging 
your car’s suspension? Are there any 
roads you avoid now because they are 
so badly damaged? 

The Chronicle wants to identify 
the top 10 pothole black spots across 
Staffordshire and the Black Country 
to hag up to our councils. We want 
our readers, the people who have to 
drive on these pothole-ridden routes 
every day, to have their say on which 


roads need to be prioritised. To help 
us highlight the ‘top ten’ of the worst 
potholes, can you drop us a line tell¬ 
ing us exactly where the pothole 
is and if possible attach a picture. 
Don’t worry if it is just a snapshot, 
we just need an idea of the damage 
to the road. 

Please email details of the road 
which is damaged, a picture if pos¬ 
sible, your name and any comments 
you would like to make to Sue .Attwa¬ 
ter @ expressandstar .co .uk 

Alternatively, drop us a line at Ed¬ 
itorial, The Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Driving us potty! As 
councils count costs 


COUNCILS across the region are 
spending hundreds of thousands 
of pounds in compensation to 
drivers because of the shocking 
state of the roads, figures have 
revealed. 

Staffordshire County Council has had to 
pay out more than £270,000 in compensa¬ 
tion to drivers in the last four years. 

Between 2012/13 and 2015/16 a total of 
3,715 claims were made against the author¬ 
ity - with some still not resolved after four 
years. During the period the authority, re¬ 
sponsible for highways maintenance, paid 
out £273,265 to motorists who had suffered 
accidents due to the poorly treated roads. 

Walsall Council paid out £4,282 in com¬ 
pensation over 43 claims in 2015/16 and 
£9,366 for 71 claims the year before that. 
While in 2013/14 there was £15,022 paid 
for 143 claims and £29,642 the year before 
for 201 claims. 

In Sandwell, there were 23 successful 
claims made by drivers in 2014/15, com¬ 
pared to 36 in 2013/14, 88 in 2012/13 and 
72 in 2011/12. The amount paid out by 
the council in those years was £48,217 in 
2014/15, £98,462 the year before, £351,669 
and £563,921 in 2011/12. 

Disgrace 

Meanwhile Dudley Council has revealed 
that it paid out more than £22,000 in com¬ 
pensation over damage caused by potholes 
during a two-year period. Some 270 claims 
were lodged by drivers against the coun¬ 
cil between 2014 and 2016 over damage 
caused by crumbling roads. 

Staffordshire County Councillor Gordon 
Alcott said: “To me it is a disgrace that the 
council has had to spend this much public 
money on paying out for damaged caused 
by potholes. 

“They know there is a huge problem but 
they don’t seem to be bothered about fixing 
it or improving the situation. 

“Some of the roads in Staffordshire are 
abysmal. I know already that cyclists, HGV 
drivers and motorcyclists are having to 
swerve out of the way of some potholes and 
I just worry that it is a matter of time until 
someone is seriously injured.” 

Recently the Chronicle revealed that 38 
reports about potholes on just one rounda¬ 
bout were made to the county council, the 
Five Ways island in Heath Hayes. 



The island at Five Ways, Heath Hayes near Cannock, for which there were complaints about 38 potholes 


Long road ahead to deal with backlog 


SOME £1.25 billion is needed to get 
roads in the West Midlands back 
into reasonable condition with one 
in six needing to be repaired or 
even facing closure within the next 
five years, a damning report has 
revealed. 

An ageing network, decades of 
underfunding, increased traffic and 
wetter winters has led to around 17 
per cent of all local roads reported 
as being in poor structural condi¬ 
tion, with less than five years of life 
remaining, according to the Annual 
Local Authority Road Maintenance 
(ALARM) survey. 

The number of potholes filled on 
the crumbling road network over 


the last year has dropped again 
for the second successive year, but 
is still high at 1.7 million - which 
works out as one every 19 seconds. 

The ALARM survey, produced 
by the Asphalt Industry Alliance 
(AIA), is now in its 22nd year and is 
seen by many as the most author¬ 
itative and comprehensive study 
into local road maintenance fund¬ 
ing and condition. 

It reports that nationwide local 
authorities need over £12 billion to 
bring the network up to scratch - 
a figure that has remained largely 
unchanged for four years - and 
the gap between the amount they 
received this year and the amount 


they say they need to keep the car¬ 
riageway in reasonable order is al¬ 
most £730 million. 

And it will take nine years to 
clear the backlog of carriage main¬ 
tenance in the region, according to 
the report. It costs an average of 
£69 per pothole. 

Alan Mackenzie, chairman of the 
AIA, said: “Potholes are a symp¬ 
tom of poorly maintained roads 
but spending money fixing them 
in isolation, although essential, is 
wasteful. The most efficient way 
to deal with our crumbling roads is 
to fix them properly and stop pot¬ 
holes forming in the first place. “It 
is time we had a rethink.” 


Poundland is 
shedding last 
of the 99p 
Stores chain 

POUNDLAND has put the 99p Stores 
business into administration after clos¬ 
ing around 60 stores. 

The Black Country-based £l-for- 
everything business bought the rival 
budget chain in a £55 million deal 18 
months ago. 

Most of the 250 99p Stores have been 
converted to Poundlands but 60 stores 
were left. They were all closed down in 
the first three months of this year and 
nearly all the staff transferred to nearby 
Poundland branches. 

The separate 99p Stores company has 
now been placed in administration with 
Alix Partners, who will handle the com¬ 
pany and its liabilities. 

The 99p Stores takeover was delayed 
for months by a competition watchdog 
investigation that finally found no cause 
for concern. 

But that resulted in substantial addi¬ 
tional costs for Poundland when it came 
to absorbing the business and convert¬ 
ing its shops. 

The cost of the takeover punched a big 
hole in Poundland’s 2016 profits and left 
Poundland vulnerable to a takeover bid 
by South African retail group Steinhoff, 
which paid £610 million for it last year. 

A spokesman for the Willenhall-based 
business said ‘almost everyone’ working 
at 99p Stores had been found a job. 

Founded in the Black Country in 1990, 
Poundland now has more than 700 UK 
stores with others in Spain and Ireland. 
As well as its headquarters in Willenhall 
it operates a major dept at Bilston, to¬ 
gether employing around 700 people. 

Date for Wolves 
memorial service 

WOLVES fans will pay tribute at a me¬ 
morial service next week to loved ones 
and club legends who have died. 

Club bosses have announced that its 
annual memorial service will be at St Pe¬ 
ter’s Collegiate Church in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton on Tuesday from 6pm. 

Among the famous names associated 
with Wolves to have died over the last 
year include former vice-president and 
women’s cricket star Baroness Rachael 
Heyhoe Flint, former managers Gra¬ 
ham Taylor and Graham Hawkins, and 
Sammy Smyth, who scored in the 1949 
FA Cup Final victory. 

The service is expected to last 45 min¬ 
utes. Those wishing to attend should 
email fans@wolves.co.uk with names of 
loved ones. The deadline is 5pm tomor¬ 
row (Friday). 

Speed cameras are 
back on busy route 

SPEED cameras have been installed on 
the Birmingham New Road ahead of 
being switched on this week. It will be 
the first time permanent cameras have 
been working on the busy dual carriage¬ 
way for four years and drivers are being 
warned to stick to the speed limit. 


DOCTOR 


For full sympathetic & professional footcare 


CAN’T AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 


Old looking handles, letterboxes etc. can be replaced 
Draughty windows can be re-sealed, gaskets replaced 
Doors can be adjusted to prevent draughts 
New locking systems, barrels and keys 


We are a company you can trust trading for over 25 years 

FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, DOORS, ROOFLINES ETC 

Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

www.lifestylewindowsofkingswinford.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett Trading Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7TB 



Credit cards taken 

FOOT MASTER. 58 Tower St., 
Dudley, DY1 1ND 01384 457879 


Opening times: Mon - Fri 9-30am - 4.30pm Wed - closed at 1pm. Sat - 9-30 - 3.30pm 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 
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Man arrested 
after armed 
police raid 
block of flats 

ARMED police descended on a block 
of flats in Tividale as part of a sev¬ 
en-hour stand-off with a suspected 
burglar. 

Negotiators tried to talk to the man, 
believed to be armed with a knife, 
while armed officers and riot police 
swooped on the flats in Tower Road. 

The street was closed as a precau¬ 
tion while police negotiators tried to 
persuade the man to come out of the 
second floor flat. 

A 28-year-old man was eventually 
arrested on suspicion of a number of 
counts of burglary in connection with 
pre-existing warrants. 

The first officers on scene went to 
the address to arrest a man at around 
10am on Saturday and then called for 
armed assistance as he was believed 
to have a knife. Five police cars and 
an ambulance were despatched. Two 
fire engines were also in attendance. 
Officers with guns arrived at the flat 
shortly after 2pm. 

West Midlands Police confirmed via 
Twitter that it was not a terrorism re¬ 
lated incident. 

Shocked residents watched as 
around six police officers with riot 
shields and batons entered alongside 
armed officers. 

A police spokesperson confirmed on 
Saturday night that the incident had 
been resolved and a man had been ar¬ 
rested. A statement said: “A man is 
now in police custody following a sev¬ 
en-hour stand-off with police. Nobody 
was hurt in the incident and we would 
like to thank the community for their 
patience.” 


Mental health 
work praised 

MENTAL health services in Dudley 
and Walsall have been praised for 
making ‘significant improvements’ 
and is now rated as ‘good’. 

The inspection was carried out by 
the Care Quality Commission, which 
judged care through Dudley and Wal¬ 
sall Mental Health Partnership NHS 
Trust, providing services to around 
560,000 patients. 

The trust was previously inspected 
in February 2016 when it was rated as 
‘requires improvement’ overall but in¬ 
spectors found considerable improve¬ 
ments had since been made. 

However, health trust bosses were 
still told to look at making services 
effective, those which were judged as 
‘requiring improvement’. 

Economy better 
than expected 

THE West Midlands economy is do¬ 
ing better than expected as Article 
50 kick-starts Brexit but could slow 
in 2018. Accountants PwC predict 
growth around 1.4 per cent this year, 
slowing to 0.9 per cent next year. 


Drivers told to avoid M5 for 18 months 



Major roadworks on the M5 after Easter 


DRIVERS have been urged not to 
use the M5 during a major 18-month 
roadworks scheme unless they really 
have to. 

Motorists are facing a traffic night¬ 
mare from Easter when the speed 
limit between junctions one for West 
Bromwich and two for Oldbury is 
slashed to 30mph. Those who reg¬ 
ularly use the motorway are facing 
chaos until the end of 2018. 

Highways England has insisted the 
work to replace waterproofing on the 
crumbling Oldbury viaduct is essen¬ 
tial and cannot be put off. 


Bosses also stressed the job could 
not be done overnight and that the 
30mph speed limit is necessary if slip 
roads were to be kept open. 

It is likely to leave thousands of 
vehicles crawling along the two-mile 
stretch 

Council bosses in Sandwell have 
raised concerns about the impact the 
roadworks scheme will have on busi¬ 
nesses and surrounding roads. 

Matthew Taylor, Highways Eng¬ 
land asset manager for Birmingham, 
said drivers were should avoid the 
motorway. 


He said: “This is going to have a 
major impact and we wouldn’t be 
doing the scheme unless we abso¬ 
lutely had to. 

“The waterproofing has come to the 
end of its life and has been down for 
30 years. 

“We are asking people who usually 
use the M5 to look at using alterna¬ 
tive routes or public transport.” 

Traffic will continue to run in both 
directions for the duration of the 
works, but will be reduced to two nar¬ 
row lanes each way. 


New homes plan to 
rid town of eyesores 


MORE than 350 homes will be built 
across Dudley over the next decade 
bringing eyesore land and empty 
shops back to life. 

Several sites have been put forward in¬ 
cluding land next to the Black Country 
Living Museum, opposite Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court and in the town centre. 

The council has committed to building 360 
homes as part of the Dudley Area Action Plan. 

A total of 35 homes are set to be built on Tip- 
ton Road, 25 on the Gipsies Tent Inn which has 
stood empty on Steppingstone Street near the 
court for more than 35 years and 60 on Upper 
High Street. 

Plans to build 80 homes on car park land on 
King Street and Flood Street have also been 
mentioned in the report, along with homes 
on Abberley Street, Tower Street, Cavendish 
House and Birdcage Walk and Appleyard Site 
in Wolverhampton Street. 

It is hoped that the homes will be built by 
2026. Councillors have welcomed the proposals. 

Councillor Cathryn Bayton said homes are 
needed and the town centre homes will ‘hope¬ 
fully lead to a more thriving town’. 

She said: “I always welcome any housing de¬ 
velopments as long as they meet the criteria 
of being affordable - whether that’s through 
social housing or Government affordable hous¬ 
ing schemes. 

Regeneration 

“Bringing homes to the town will hopefully 
lead to a more thriving town and types of busi¬ 
nesses may change and lean more towards a 
market town. I welcome anything that results 
in the regeneration of Dudley.” 

Councillor Steve Waltho said: “The new 
homes are good news. There are far too many 
tatty old shops and if we can regenerate the 
centre by converting shops into homes and 
bringing more people into the town to live then 
it will hopefully give the economy a lift.” 

There are a number of other ambitious pro¬ 
posals for Dudley, including revamping the bus 
station and extending the Midland Metro. 

A document published by the council, said 
‘there is a need to achieve a mix of dwelling 
types, sizes and tenures’. 

It was revealed earlier this month the council 
is also planning to spruce up shop frontages on 
Birdcage Walk. The vision for Birdcage Walk 
and other streets near the bus station include 
demolishing the former Co-op. 



Weightlifting Coseley pensioner Edward Bastable says age doesn’t have to be a barrier to keeping fit 


WHEN it comes to fitness, age 
knows no bounds as 71-year-old 
Edward Bastable is a regular 
pumping iron at this local gym. 

Mr Bastable, from Coseley, tried 
out the gym at the Sandwell lei¬ 
sure Trust facility at Tipton Lei¬ 
sure Centre when he was 69 out of 
‘boredom’ but has not looked back 
since. He now trains there five to 
six times a week and has lost more 
than three and a half stone. 

“I only went along to the gym 


out of boredom and to see what it 
was like but it’s become a bit of an 
obsession I guess,” he said. 

“I’d ballooned up to 17-and-a- 
half stone since finishing work. 
SLT showed me the ropes and 
devised some specific programmes 
and ongoing targets. 

“I’ve surprised myself at how 
well it’s all gone and I do well in 
the regular gym challenges - I’m 
regularly in the top five for the 
press up challenge up against all 


the youngsters, so there’s life in 
the old boy yet. I absolutely love 
it and it’s been the making of me 
since I retired.” 

He added: “I’ve really built my 
stamina up, so lots of repetitions 
are not a problem and that’s how 
you properly build up muscle 
mass. I warm up for an hour on 
the exercise bike, cross trainer 
and rowing machine too and lots 
of the youngsters joke that’s all 
they can manage.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Choir celebrates 
pianist's 90th 

CRADLEY Heath Male Voice Choir 
broke off from rehearsals to celebrate 
the 90th birthday of their dedicated 
accompanist. 

A fish and chip supper was held to 
celebrate Cynthia Partridge’s 90th, as 
well as to mark the musical director 
Philippa Brettle’s 40th birthday. 

Cynthia has been the accompanist 
for the choir for the last 19 years. 

She also trains the choir’s bar¬ 
ber-shop singers and all of the soloists. 

The choir’s next concert, in aid of 
Mary Stevens Hospice, is at St James’ 
Church Wollaston, on April 8. 

Landmarks dark 
for the Earth Hour 

BUILDINGS across the West Mid¬ 
lands fell dark for one hour in honour 
of Earth Hour. 

The event, organised by conserva¬ 
tion group World Wildlife Foundation 
saw landmarks including the Sealife 
Centre, Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery and Birmingham Cathedral all 
turn out their lights from 8.30pm on 
Saturday. 

In what was billed as the world’s 
largest demonstration of support for 
action to climate change, workplaces 
and hundreds of houses across the 
Black Country the Earth Hour. 

Meeting update on 
Hippodrome plan 

A PUBLIC meeting updating the 
public on progress with the refur¬ 
bishment of the iconic Dudley Hippo¬ 
drome theatre will be held on Sunday. 

People are invited to hear the latest 
on the multi-million project to bring 
the historic building back into use. 

The meeting will be held at the Sta¬ 
tion Hotel on Castle Hill from 6.30pm. 

Campaigners from the Black Coun¬ 
try Hippodrome group say it is likely 
to be at least three years before the 
venue opens to the public. 

Free wedding is prize 
for a happy couple 

A COUPLE from Halesowen have 
won a free wedding. 

Billie Pell and her husband-to-be 
David Crampton will tie the knot in 
August at Priory Hall in Dudley. 

The couple have been together for 
10 years and have a three-year-old 
daughter. 

They entered a free prize draw at 
an open day held at the Dudley town 
centre venue on Saturday. The park 
features the old Priory ruins and is 
overlooked by Dudley Castle. 

Healthy advice at event 

A SURGERY is holding a health 
awareness day tomorrow (Friday). 
Cross Street Health Centre in Dudley 
is promoting positive behaviour and 
to helping patients gain information 
to improve health. The event is from 
10am until 4pm. For more informa¬ 
tion call Kerry on (01384) 459044. 



| uuu U™™P nnf | 

I- CHOICE’ WINDOWS ~i 


YOUR REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS? 


We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPVC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio’s and Conservatories 


ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 


FENSA 


I CALL PHIL | 
01384 352535 
07973 114333 

www.choicewindowsdudley.co.uk 




VINYL! 


L AMIN A T 


VE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 


DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who Just needs extra help! 

Can't come to us, well come to YOU 

We will bring lOOs of carpet samples 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


Electric 

Chairs 

"prum- 

|£4S0 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxonys 

from 

£6.99 sq yd 


Double 
Orthopaedic 
Divan Bed 

£ 245.00 


Electric Beds 


£549 


P.99 sq yd 

was £1 4.00 




Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 
Double from 

£142 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burtnn Rnad, Gnrnal DY1 3TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 


DUDLEY 

SEDGLEY 

GORNAL 

COSELEY 


WOMBOURNE 

HIMLEY 

KINGSWINFORD 

NETHERTON 


Bleach 
cleanable 
jsarpetsjrom 
sq yd 

rtiariy^ rtemsf 

We win beat your BIG Superstores 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 880341 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Glasses unveiled 
for anniversary 

BLACK Country brewery Bathams is 
introducing new 140th anniversary 
glasses in its pubs. 

The family-owned brewery has been 
going since 1877 and five generations 
have now been involved in producing 
its beers. 

The existing Bathams brewery is 
located at behind the The Vine Inn, 
Delph Road, Brierley Hill, which is 
better knowns as The Bull and Blad¬ 
der. 

Bathams produce three diferent 
cask ales - Bathams Best Bitter, 
Bathams Mild Ale and Bathams XXX. 

Sir Lenny backs 
book on staffing 

A NEW book endorsed by Dudley-born 
Sir Lenny Henry and put together by 
a university aims to put inclusivity 
into the heart of the newsroom, en¬ 
suring that journalists better reflect 
the diversity of the UK population. 

Everybody In, by Birmingham City 
University, tackles protected charac¬ 
teristics such as age, disability, gen¬ 
der, religion and sexuality, as well as 
class, Islamophobia and regionalism. 

The themes of the book have already 
resonated strongly with the Executive 
Board of the Broadcast Journalism 
Training Council. 

Rental market 
is still growing 

THE rental market continues to grow 
and shows no signs of slowing down, 
according to lettings and estate agen¬ 
cy chain Connells. Connells is seeing 
six tenants chase every rental proper¬ 
ty on the market across its national 
network of branches. 

It helped 24 per cent more tenants 
move into homes last year and is urg¬ 
ing landlords to take advantage of cur¬ 
rent demand and asking prospective 
tenants to get in touch to secure the 
best properties on the market to let. 

City pizza gig for Lucky 
Stars and Lydia singer 

AMERICAN recording artist Dean 
Friedman will be performing in Bir¬ 
mingham’s Pizza Express as part of a 
city concert tour. 

Best known for his hits Lucky 
Stars and Lydia Friedman will be at 
the restaurant on April 21. The tour 
coincides with the release of a brand 
new fan-funded album - his first new 
album release in seven years. 

Tickets to all of Friedman’s tour 
dates are available via www.Dean 
Friedman.com 

Schedule takes off 

RYANAIR’S winter schedule from 
Birmingham Airport this year will 
have 21 routes in total. 

It includes daily flights to Barce¬ 
lona, six flights a week to Alicante and 
five to Malaga. 

The winter routes are now on sale 
on the Ryanair.com website. 


Strike action at council is avertedi 


STRIKE action at Dudley Council has been averted 
after staff agreed to changes to their contracts. 

The revised terms and conditions will save the 
council more than £1.6m over the next three years, 
say bosses at the cash-strapped authority. 

Staff originally rejected proposals in an initial 
ballot to ‘test the water’ over the appetite for in¬ 
dustrial action. 

The new agreement means that staff will be paid 
lOp less per mile for mileage allowances, mean¬ 
ing they will get 45p - the HMRC recommended 


amount - compared to the 55p per mile previously 
paid. Staff will also have to take three days unpaid 
leave and member allowances will be reduced. 

Overtime payments for anyone earning over 
£36,000 will also be stopped, in a bid to save 
£77,000. 

Unite union spokesman Shaun Noble, said: 
“Unison and GMB members voted to accept the 
proposed package put forward by Dudley Council 
(that) Unite members voted to reject. Unite recog¬ 
nises that this constitutes a majority decision to ac¬ 


cept by the locally recognised unions and therefore 
can be implemented by the council.” 

UKIP councillor Paul Brothwood said: “I wel¬ 
come the fact the unions have backed down as we 
would’ve been in a scenario where we couldn’t bal¬ 
ance the budget and would’ve had to make more 
severe cuts. The staff have made the right decision, 
as painful as it is.” 

Councillor Pete Lowe, leader of Dudley Council 
said: “We have been working closely with the un¬ 
ions.” 



Bank closes branch over 
safety fears after raids 

By Lucy Thompson 

RBS has closed its main 
branch in Dudley town cen¬ 
tre over fears for the safety 
of staff and customers after 
three armed robberies. 

The Royal Bank of Scotland 
branch was closed temporarily in 
February after robbers struck, but 
bosses have now confirmed that it 
will not be reopening. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin is urg¬ 
ing the bank’s bosses to reconsider. 

A spokesman for RBS said: “The 
safety and security of our customers 
and staff are of utmost importance 
to us and unfortunately there have 
been a number of incidents over the 
last few months, including three raids, 
which has resulted in this being com¬ 
promised. 

“Due to the recent security inci¬ 
dents, we have taken the difficult de¬ 
cision to keep the branch closed on a 
permanent basis. 

“Please be assured that this is a de¬ 
cision we have not come to lightly, but 
we feel we have no alternative.” 

The bank closed following a robbery 
on February 3 when a man threatened 
staff with a knife and stole cash. Fol¬ 
lowing that incident the bank said it 
was ‘reviewing’ security measures. 

Alternatives 

The spokesman added: “RBS will 
ensure there are a range of alterna¬ 
tives for people in the area to continue 
banking with us, tailored to the needs 
of our communities and reflective of 
the way our customers live their lives.” 

Mr Austin said: “I’m very sorry to 
hear about this. We can’t afford to lose 
another business on the High Street 
so I’ve asked RBS to look at it again. 

Of course the safety of their staff must 
be paramount but I want to know 
whether there are security improve¬ 
ments they could make that could 
make it viable.” 

Three armed robberies took place at 
the bank over the space of five months 
on October 5, January 3 and February 
3. A 47-year-old man has been arrested 
on suspicion of robbery following the 
February 3 incident. 

Staff will be moved to other 
branches. 


Bikers go the extra mile for charities 


Presenting money to fundraiser Lisa Bockhoefer, members of Wolfruna Harley Owners Group Chapter UK 
members, including (front) chapter director Gary Moore at Compton Hospice 


A GROUP of bikers have gone the extra mile to help 
raise funds for two charities close to their hearts. 

Members of the Wolfruna Chapter of the Harley Own¬ 
ers Group (HOG) handed over cheques totalling £1,000 
to Compton Hospice and Wolverhampton MS Therapy 
Centre in Tettenhall. 

The £500 donated to Compton Hospice had been 
raised with fundraising events such as charity rides and 
cake stalls organised by Chapel Ash-based Wolfruna 
Chapter last year. 

The same amount was donated to the Wolverhampton 
MS Therapy Centre in memory of past Chapter officer 
Tony ‘Tona’ Burley who died last March. Thirty mem¬ 
bers enjoyed a ride out to deliver the cheques to the two 


charities. Chapter director Gary Moore, 57, of Stour¬ 
bridge, who has been a member since 2008, said: “It’s a 
fantastic feeling to be able to support the two charities. 
They do fantastic work and we’re really pleased to be 
able to help them.” 

“We are hoping to organise some more fundraising 
events this year. We’ve got people from all walks of life 
in the Chapter and we all share the same passion for our 
hobby and we want to do our bit to support charities in 
Wolverhampton where we are based.” 

“We currently have between 50 and 60 members but 
we tend to get more members in the summer months.” 

The Wolfruna Chapter is based at the Chapel Ash 
Harley-Davidson dealership. 


Businessman 
died when 
Mercedes 
hit bridge 

A DRIVER died after he crashed into 
a bridge at high speed while almost 
three times the drink-drive limit, an 
inquest heard. 

Jagdeep Singh Bhader, from Haw¬ 
thorn Croft, Oldbury, died when his 
Mercedes crashed and burst into 
flames on the A456 Quinton Express¬ 
way on November 7. 

Black Country Coroners Court 
heard how that Mr Bhader, who was 
an entrepreneur and a company di¬ 
rector, had been out socialising with 
friends and was travelling on the 
Birmingham bound carriageway at 
2.40am when his car hit a concrete 
support pillar of the bridge. 

Pc Stuart Thorpe, from the colli¬ 
sion investigation unit, said: “There 
were no marks on the road that would 
allow us to provide an accurate speed, 
but looking at the damage caused to 
the vehicle it would have been a high 
speed impact at motorway speeds. 

“A witness said that they could see 
flames coming from the vehicle after 
the crash and they went towards it in 
a bid to help. 

“It began to explode and sadly 
nothing further could be done.” 

A post mortem test found 210mg 
of alcohol in Mr Bhader’s blood. The 
legal limit is 80mg. 

Reactions 

The hearing was told that Mr 
Bhader had dropped a friend off in 
Halesowen around ten minutes be¬ 
fore the fatal accident. 

The inquest heard that Mr Bhader 
had died due to severe burns. 

Pc Thorpe said: “I think it was a 
combination of excessive speed and 
intoxication through alcohol and the 
effect it had on his reactions that 
sadly led to this.” 

Senior Coroner Zafar Siddique 
gave a conclusion of death due to a 
road traffic collision. 

He said: “This is a tragic set of cir¬ 
cumstances and driver error.” 

Brother-in-law, Sukhdave Singh 
Dahal read out a statement on behalf 
of Mr Bhader’s wife Inderjit. 

The statement read: “This is an 
enormous loss. 

“My hope is that his greatness can 
continue to shine through his family 
and children.” 

Man charged with 
attempted murder 

A 44-year-old man has appeared be¬ 
fore Dudley magistrates charged with 
the attempted murder of a 73-year- 
old security guard. 

Lee Parsons of no fixed abode is al¬ 
leged to have attacked and seriously 
injured the victim at the Brierley Hill 
factory Stoke Forgings, Vine Street at 
about 1pm on Sunday, March 19. 

Parsons also faces an allegation of 
burglary. He was remanded in cus¬ 
tody until April 19, when he will ap¬ 
pear at Crown Court. 


Advertisement 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist is Brian 
Stanley and he services Dudley 
& the surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 

Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 

Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 



Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f y0 























Forged bank 
notes put 
drug addict 
behind bars 

A TRAVELLER who tried to buy an 
iPhone 7 with counterfeit notes at 
Merry Hill Shopping Centre has been 
jailed for three years. 

Patrick McCarthy, of no fixed 
abode, had used more than £1,000 
worth of fake notes across the country 
from September to January this year, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The 23-year-old pleaded guilty to 
the three offences of tendering and 
possessing fake English and Scottish 
notes. He had sent an accomplice into 
the Vodafone shop in Merry Hill on 
January 5, who bought an iPhone 7 
with fake Scottish notes. When, a 
short while after, McCarthy went into 
the shop to buy a phone with similar 
notes, staff alerted police. 

Howard Searle, prosecuting, said: 
“This was one of several offences over 
the matter of a few months.” 

McCarthy had been arrested in 
Daventry on September 5 when 
around £220 in counterfeit English 
£20 notes were discovered on him. He 
was released on bail but detained by 
police in Worcester less than a month 
later with £180 in fake £20 notes. He 
was also the subject of two suspended 
sentences for previous offences. 

Rashad Mohammed, defending, de¬ 
scribed McCarthy as from ‘the trav¬ 
elling community’. He said: “He was 
addicted to class A drugs and was try¬ 
ing to pay off a debt related to this.” 

McCarthy was sentenced to two 
years for tendering the notes, one 
year to run consecutively for the of¬ 
fences in October and September and 
a six-month suspended sentence. 


Chief to hold talks 
on refuse tip move 

COUNCILLORS from across the po¬ 
litical spectrum in Dudley are to hold 
talks over controversial plans to close 
Stourbridge tip and move operations 
to Brier ley Hill. 

Dudley Council has come under fire 
from some residents, particularly in 
Stourbridge and Halesowen, over the 
plans. It is not certain that council 
bosses would get the green light as the 
controlling Labour group no longer 
has a majority at the council house. 

Concerns had been raised about 
extra traffic being added to the roads 
around Brierley Hill with a knock-on 
impact to the Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre as a result. 

Environment boss Councillor Hi¬ 
lary Bills said she would hold talks 
with opposition councillors in May. 

Political comic is 
coming to venue 

POLITICAL comedian Matt Forde is 
bringing his new show It’s My Polit¬ 
ical Party (And I’ll Cry If I Want To) 
to Stourbridge Town Hall on Octo¬ 
ber 27. Tickets are £15. See www.bor 
oughhalls.co.uk for more details. 


Mine shaft halts plan for pub site 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Debate on petition 
to save centres 



The boarded-up Horse and Jockey pub 


AN APPLICATION to demolish an 
‘eyesore’ former pub has been reject¬ 
ed by Dudley Council due to safety 
concerns. 

Plans to demolish The Horse and 
Jockey pub, in Ivyhouse Lane, Cose- 
ley, to build eight homes was refused 
due to the location of a mineshaft un¬ 
derneath. 

The former pub has stood empty for 
around six years. 

A planning report states: “The site 
falls within a development high risk 
area and contains a mine entry and 
its zone of influence. 


“The exact location of the mine 
entry is unknown and its location has 
not informed the site layout to ensure 
that adequate separation is provided 
between this feature and the proposed 
building. 

“In the absence of such information 
it has not been demonstrated that the 
site is safe, stable and suitable for de¬ 
velopment.” 

Councillor Susan Ridney said: “I’m 
disappointed by the decision as its a 
real eyesore and something needs to 
be done. 

“It was a nice looking building be¬ 


fore it was vandalised. I was quite 
happy to see that someone wanted to 
build apartments on there but its a 
shame it was turned down. 

“Vandals have tried to set the 
building on fire a couple of times.” 

But Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, 
cabinet member for regeneration, 
said: “The application was refused be¬ 
cause the developer was unwilling to 
provide additional information about 
the exact location of a mineshaft. 
Should that information be forthcom¬ 
ing, the council would be in a position 
to determine the application.” 


A PETITION with more than 4,400 
signatures opposing closure of three 
leisure centres across Dudley borough 
will be debated by councillors. 

Dudley Council wants to demolish 
Halesowen Leisure Centre, Dudley 
Leisure Centre and Crystal Leisure 
Centre in Stourbridge, and replace 
them with two new centres, probably 
in Lye and near Dudley town centre. 
The council says it will save money, 

Save Our Leisure Centres organ¬ 
iser, former councillor Tracy Wood, 
has been invited to speak at the meet¬ 
ing on April 10, at 6pm. 

Lady going Gaga 
for Brum concerts 

OUTRAGEOUS American pop star 
Lady Gaga has added an extra concert 
at Birmingham’s Genting Arena as 
part of her Joanne World Tour. 

The New Yorker, who had major 
hits with Poker Face and LGBT an¬ 
them Born This Way, had already 
announced a gig at Birmingham’s city 
centre Barclaycard Arena for October 
15 but has now added the date at the 
NEC venue on October 12. 

Tickets for the Barclaycard Arena 
date are already available and tickets 
for the Genting Arena concert go on 
sale at 9am tomorrow (Friday). 

M&S food after 
fuel stop revamp 

A NEW M&S food store has opened 
at a revamped petrol station site in 
Stourbridge creating 24 jobs. 

The BP service station combined 
with Marks and Spencer ‘Simply 
Food’ store, opened on Hagley Road 
last week. The site has cost around 
£1.5 million to rebuild. 

Andrew Kenney, BP district man¬ 
ager said: “The new store will open 
late providing customers with a se¬ 
lected range of Marks & Spencer food 
alongside the best of BP fuels.” 

Half a million to be 
spent on sewer works 

WORK to install larger sewers in 
Wordsley in a bid to prevent flood¬ 
ing problems has got under way this 
week. 

Severn Trent is spending £500,000 
to increase the capacity of the sewer 
at Bells Lane in Wordsley to help en¬ 
sure Ashwood Park Primary School 
and nearby homes are no longer hit by 
sewer floods. 

A stretch of Bells Lane will be close- 
duntil June 26 to allow the work to be 
carried out. 

lOmph limit on road 

A TEMPORARY lOmph speed limit 
will be in place on Birmingham New 
Road at Coseley until April 7. 

The new limit will be imposed be¬ 
tween Pickrell Road and Shaw Road 
to allow for resurfacing work to be 
carried out by Wolverhampton City 
Council. 


'irritated' boss pulls 
plug on shops revamp 


A DUDLEY shopping centre has 
pulled out of plans to revamp the 
town centre site, blaming a ‘lack of 
dialogue’ with council bosses. 

The owner of the Trident Centre says 
there will now be ‘no investment’ in Dud¬ 
ley. 

John Sykes, chairman of Atlantis Property 
which owns shopping centres across the coun¬ 
try, said he had been irritated by his requests 
for meetings with council chiefs going ignored. 

However, Dudley Council bosses insist they 
are committed to working with the company. 

The row appears to have scuppered a major 
revamp of the shopping centre, as well as other 
buildings on High Street. 

The renovation of the shopping centre had 
been included in a council blueprint to change 
the face of the town centre. 

New shops and leisure attractions were to be 
added to the centre while the firm also wanted 
to create 185 apartments. 

But Mr Sykes says he has now decided not to 
go ahead with the plans due to his frustration 
with the authority. 

He explained: “There will be absolutely no 
building or re-development of the Trident Cen¬ 
tre while these people are in power. As an in¬ 
vestor I want to meet and have a dialogue. 

“We were very much for this development. 
We commissioned an architect and would have 
been submitting pre-applications but it has 
stopped. I have pulled the plug.” 

Correspondence 

Dudley’s regeneration boss Councillor Khur¬ 
shid Ahmed said: “We have been in regular 
correspondence with the chief executive of At¬ 
lantis Property, the latest being sent to him by 
our chief executive Sarah Norman on Monday 
evening, to which we have yet to receive a re¬ 
sponse. 

“We have again confirmed our willingness to 
meet with him to progress his re-development 
proposals and look forward to his reply.” 

He added: “We have already been working 
with several private landlords to bring many 
derelict buildings back into use and we will 
continue to work with anyone who shares our 
vision to bring new business and residential 
properties to the borough.” 

The Dudley Area Action Plan, published by 
the council, said described the Trident Centre 
as having ‘considerable redevelopment poten¬ 
tial’. 


Zoo coins it with new souvenirs 



A token to remember - both sides of Dudley Zoo’s 80th anniversary commemorative coin 


A SPECIAL coin to commemorate 
a milestone year for Dudley Zoo 
has gone on sale. 

The coin, which has no mon¬ 
etary value, has been released 
to coincide with the attraction’s 
80th anniversary and is on sale in 
the Safari Shop at the Castle Hill 
attraction. 

The coin features the new zoo 
and anniversary logos. 


Visitors have been quick to snap 
up the £3.99 souvenir. Retail man¬ 
ager Isobel Blackwell said: “This 
is a new product for DZG, but 
they’re proving very popular. “We 
wanted something to showcase 
the zoo’s new logo and celebratory 
anniversary logo and the coin has 
enabled us to do that. They are 
limited edition though, so once 
they’ve gone, they’ve gone.” 


The zoo celebrates its milestone 
on May 6. 

More than £290,000 worth of 
improvements at the zoo are cur¬ 
rently under way, which will see 
various enclosures revamped. 

Other anniversary merchandise 
is on sale to mark the milestone, 
from pens and mugs to badges and 
keyrings. 

• Monkey business - page 8 


BLINDS 

DUDLEY - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! f AA 

3 child safe ♦ 
verticals m w W 
one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


life/tijle Window/ 

“Trad/men not fale/men" 

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Fascias 

• Guttering 

• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 


! ill 

BD 1 illj 


“ Call us to find out why so many people choose 
Lifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.com 

Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors Now Available 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients, communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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NEW 

COPY 

NATURAL 

DENTURE 

DENTURES 

DENTURES 

LOOKING 

REPAIR 

V_> 

V_y 

V_y 

V_/ 


Providing a professional, personal 
& discreet service. Patient 
satisfaction is our highest priority 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION rvjX 

*3^ 01384 468 648jp 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX "" 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Shock over report on extraction of baby teeth 


Abiding 
image of 
bravery and 
kindness 

POLITICIANS and police officers 
sometimes get a rough ride in the media, 
and rightly so. Indeed for a columnist, 
making fun of MPs and over-zealous au¬ 
thority figures is meat and drink. 

This is a sign of living in a healthy de¬ 
mocracy, and for the most part I believe 
they are self-aware enough to know it 
goes with the territory. If you put yourself 
into a position of authority, you can ex¬ 
pect to feel the brickbats. 

However, this week things seem dif¬ 
ferent. The sight of the previously lit¬ 
tle-known Foreign Office minister Tobias 
Ellwood unsuccessfully trying to save the 
life of a police officer stabbed in the line 
of duty puts everything in a different con¬ 
text. And , along with all the un-named 
doctors, nurses, paramedics and other 
good citizens who ran towards the dan¬ 
ger while others were running away, it is 
a poignant symbol of how terror attacks, 
such as the one in London last week, are 
always doomed to fail. 

While Islamic State posts sick internet 
posts “claiming responsibility” for the ac¬ 
tions of its “soldier”, the abiding image 
around the world is one of bravery and 
kindness, real heroes helping others with 
no thought for their own safety. 

Adrian Elms, Khalid Masood, whatever 
he calls himself, could not have scored a 
bigger own-goal for his cause if he tried. 

□ □□ 


HAVE you ever made a donation 
through the website Justgiving.com? If 
so, you probably, like me, did so believ¬ 
ing that all the money you donated went 
to charity. 

In fact, one thing to emerge from the 
fund set up in memory of PC Keith Palm¬ 
er is that the company which owns the 
Justgiving website rakes off five per cent 
commission. And if you tick the Gift Aid 
box, where the Government refunds the 
equivalent amount of income tax that the 
donor would have paid, Justgiving takes 
five per cent of that, too. 

To put this into context, five per cent 
is the same commission rate that Betfair 
charges on its betting exchange. Except 
that the online bookmaker makes no 
pretence of being anything other than a 
commercial business out to maximise 
profits. 

Now, of course, nobody should be ex¬ 
pected to work for nothing, and running a 
website inevitably incurs some adminis¬ 
tration costs. But five per cent? Last year 
Justgiving made a profit of £2 million, 
and spent £10 million on staff costs Its 
directors, technicians, sales and admin¬ 
istration staff earn, on average, more than 
£60,000 a year, while the head of the firm 
received a pay package of £198,000. All 
coming out of donations from the public. 

I think I will be just giving directly to 
charities in future. 



Mary Berry - toffee pudding unleashed Martin McGuinness - Government said it Dame Vera Lynn - singer’s centenary will 

on an unsuspecting nation ... yum! never negotiated with terrorists doubtless be excuse for yet more concerts 


It’s adults who are 
to blame not sugar 


“SO sugar’s to blame,” an enthusiastic radio re¬ 
porter declared during a report on the shocking 
news that extractions of baby teeth have risen 
by 24 per cent. No, sugar’s not to blame. Adults 
are to blame. 

THESE days, there is scarcely a telly pro¬ 
gramme that doesn’t come with some sort of 
warning that it may contain sexual incidents, 
extreme violence, distressing scenes or flash¬ 
ing lights which could cause epileptic attacks. 
And yet Mary Berry’s sticky toffee pudding 
was unleashed on an unsuspecting nation this 
week, without a word of warning. More, more, 
I want more. . . As Mary takes flak from view¬ 
ers for making the sticky pudding without dates 
and cooking a pie without a pastry base, one 
Tweeter noted: “She didn’t use real rats in her 
ratatouille.” 

WELL done, DameVera Lynn, on reaching 
100. The singer’s centenary will doubtless be an 
excuse for yet more concerts in which people 
will dress up in uniforms they are not entitled to 
wear, sing songs they can’t begin to understand 
and perpetuate the myth that the Second World 
War, far from being all bad, was a jolly sort of 
musical event. The rest of Europe, watching the 
Brits still singing about hanging out the washing 
on the Siegfried Line, can only despair. 

THE death of Ireland’s ‘man of peace’ Martin 
McGuinness is a reminder of the gulf between 
what Whitehall says and what it does. The of¬ 
ficial line has always been: we never negotiate 
with terrorists. And yet the Government was 
secretly talking to McGuinness and his IRA 
cronies as early as the 1970s, but denied it for 
years. The Government’s true position is as fol¬ 
lows: we never negotiate with terrorists - unless 
we can. 

MORE names for emulsion paints that tell you 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


absolutely nothing about the colour. Our local 
DIY shop is now stocking Wellbeing and Urban 
Mystery. 

I HAVE just trudged to the Post Office to pay 
the outstanding postage on a delivery from 
eBay. The firm advertised “fast and free deliv¬ 
ery.” It’s certainly free if you don’t put a stamp 
on it. 

A COUPLE of readers have consulted their 
dictionaries to discover that “diarise,” a word I 
scoffed at recently, actually exists. I will make 
three points. 1) If you need to use a dictionary to 
find it, then it’s not a proper word; 2) My diction¬ 
ary describes it as archaic; and 3) After 47 years 
in a profession which lives, breathes and exists 
around diaries, I’ve never heard it. Nonetheless, 
“diarise” does exist and I have takenonboard- 
arised your comments. 

THE European Court of Justice has ruled that 
employers are entitled to ban staff from wearing 
“visible religious symbols,” a move condemned 
by some Muslims as a direct attack on women 
wearing hijabs at work. I can’t see it happening 
in Britain. How could any company ban the hi- 
jab in the office when the woman wearing it may 
have come to work on a bus driven by a tur¬ 
ban-wearing Sikh? The intriguing social devel¬ 
opment is that while the number of young Sikh 
men wearing turbans is declining, the number 
of young Muslim women wearing headscarves 
is increasing. Why would that be? 

POLITICAL correctness strikes in Westminster 


where Roger Gale MP was castigated for calling 
his office staff “girls.” As we should all know by 
now, calling women girls both infantilises and 
degrades them, making them appear the play¬ 
things and possessions of the outdated patriar¬ 
chy which controls our society and all that stuff. 
I always feel sorry for women who object to this 
word, for presumably they never have a night 
out with the girls. 

AS the education cuts bite, some schools are 
abandoning German lessons. It is sad although, 
as a colleague who endured five years of Ger¬ 
man once told me: “German is a useful language 
but has too many fahrts to be taken seriously”. 

IF we had known then what we know now. What 
odds do you think the bookies would have of¬ 
fered you in the 1970s on Chuck Berry living to 
be 90? 

I WAS buying a widget from an online store I 
have used many times. But this time it wanted 
to know whether I was a new or existing cus¬ 
tomer. As soon as it twigged I had shopped 
there earlier, it demanded my password which 
I have, of course, long forgotten. So the system 
emailed me a new password. But the moment 
I tried to use it, up came the message: “This 
connection is not secure. Logins entered here 
could be compromised.” Well done, the geeks. 
They have scared off another customer. 

I HAD a Freemasonish sort of moment, reading 
the many comments on George Osborne be¬ 
coming editor of London’s Evening Standard, 
posted on the journalists’ website, Hold the 
Front Page. One comment consisted of four 
squiggles in Teeline. It was a pungent and ob¬ 
scene invitation to go away, George. It could be 
read only by the dwindling band of us who still 
use shorthand. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Youngsters 
need to 
look back 
in wonder 

OLD age creeps up on us all, but as for 
all this hogwash about 70 being the new 
40? Do me a favour. 

Having passed the half century mark, 
with the wrinkles, receding hair and ex¬ 
panding waistline, to show for it, I am 
quite happy to admit I’m past it. 

I wish people would stop trying to main¬ 
tain their youth with ridiculous fitness re¬ 
gimes, skin treatments and clothes shop¬ 
ping from a 25-year-old’s perspective. 

Older folk are supposed to have no 
idea what is going on in ‘the charts’ if 
they are still called that! I wouldn’t even 
know if I could still go into a ‘record shop’ 
and buy something which is in the, what 
we would term as ‘hit parade!’ 

Popular culture is thrown around as 
something us oldies should have some 
kind of knowledge about and we do 
try, honest, despite the smirks from our 
younger relatives - but just wait one min¬ 
ute, that works both ways baby... 

How many times do we hear from the 
mouths of babes - the Beatles? Nah, I 
think they’re rubbish, besides, my musi¬ 
cal journey started with S Club 1... 

Oh yeah? Well perhaps when the mu¬ 
sic of Lennon and McCartney is actually 
on the school curriculum today’s young¬ 
sters, who might be in their 40s and par¬ 
ents themselves by then, will rue the time 
when they snubbed the greatest popular 
songwriters in history. 

Yes I know it’s a cloak of youth to wear 
to show that they aren’t into what their 
mums, dads and grandparents are into, 
but I think you find out about life as much 
looking backwards as forwards and this 
is, in a nutshell, the problem we have as 
we face a post-Brexit Britain, or should 
that be England, and whoever else is left. 

The next generation will be complete¬ 
ly future-biased, if they aren’t already. 
Nostalgia-yearning-syndrome may by 
then be a recognised psychological dis¬ 
order and sufferers will be locked away in 
plush white rooms with virtual reality gear, 
forced into playing the latest life-chang¬ 
ing ‘video game’, or whatever they are 
called these days - sorry! 

I only hope that children I see around 
me loosen up a little bit as they get older 
as getting my oldest lad to even consider 
the possibility of partaking in an alcohol¬ 
ic beverage seems less likely than Glenn 
Miller’s remains being found buried under 
the Great Wall of China. I can remember 
that by the age of 12, I was being ush¬ 
ered into the backs of pubs, having my 
first taste of at least shandy. 

Everything these days seems so strait¬ 
laced for youngsters, or is it youngsters 
seem so strait-laced? We need another 
punk revolution, perhaps it’s time for us 
over-50s to dig out the safety-pin leath¬ 
er jackets and spike up what’s left of our 
hair, start doing a bit of pogo-ing, to get 
them in the mood for a bit of anarchy. 
Better be careful of our dodgy backs 
though... 

GRAEME ANDREW 


Simply c onfidcnt 



Simply Njiurj!... 


'free Consultation 
Hew Dentures 
Set* 

•Repoirs 
* Refines 
9 Addition s 
•Cleaning Service 
•fmpitmf Retained 
•VIP Denture Care 


r 


Do you have problem dentures? Have 
you lost confidence wnth your smile? 
Do you tove to choose V ♦row 
the memP You not air.ne* 

The so arc just errme of tic common 
problems faced by denture rearers 
everyday Why not call us for a f’ee 
Information brochure to see bo* 
can help you to smtto again 



Denture try &*no*es DtpCDf.GDC 124429 www vroptfiteMwes net 


16-17 Roseville Precinct Castle St, Coseley, WV14 9EP 01902 664634 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 



5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875219 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your WU 

Only £90.00 (no VAT to pa; 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to 

A home visit at a convenient t 

For information and appointme\ 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 

Members of the Soci< 




Goodwills 







































Common sense advice not sexism The Lords 


A LADY judge states the obvious and inevi¬ 
tably gets slated by rampant feminists. 

On her last day as a judge she advised 
that although it is every woman’s right to 
go out and get as blotto as they wish, or to 
do whatever with their own bodies, from her 
years of experience of rape cases it was quite 
obvious that potential rapists will gravitate 
to a woman who, because she may be drunk, 
is an easier victim. 

She did not in any way try to dictate 
lifestyle. She did not in any way blame the 
woman but was merely pointing out the 


facts. She also added that it was often the 
case that rapes under these circumstances 
are not reported and, even when they are, 
it is difficult to assemble enough evidence to 
convict as often the victim cannot remem¬ 
ber. 

Whether man or a woman, one should 
always be aware that there are some just 
waiting for us to lower our guard. It is just 
common sense, not sexism, to suggest that 
you avoid a potentially dangerous situation. 

ALAN M ETHERIDGE 
Dudley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Age discrimination 
will get on your pip 


Nazi victory 
would have 
been worse 

THE SS-GB TV series 
about life under German 
rule, assuming that they 
had won the war, is very in¬ 
teresting. 

I suspect that it would 
actually have been even 
worse. I remember a visiting 
priest told us in his sermon 
that he had met a German 
whose job was to arrange 
the transportation of every 
British man to Germany, 
once they had won the war. 
Presumably once in Ger¬ 
many they would have been 
kept in labour camps. 

It seems that Hitler had 
decided that the only way 
he could rule Great Britain 
was if he virtually annihi¬ 
lated the nation. And he was 
probably right. 

Another scenario I envis¬ 
age is, if the Germans had 
invaded and got a foothold 
in Britain, then the British 
Government under Church¬ 
ill may have attempted to 
give a gun to every man in 
the country. 

These and other possi¬ 
bilities are horrific. Thank 
God we won the Battle of 
Britain. 

MR G BETTELEY 

Sedgley 


AS I worked with Motabili- 
ty for 30 years until retire¬ 
ment I read with interest 
the opinions regarding the 
benefit to some of those un¬ 
fortunate to need it. 

In The Chronicle was a 
letter complaining about 
the new benefit PIP (Per¬ 
sonal Independence Pay¬ 
ment), which has replaced 
the mobility component of 
Disability Living Allowance. 
I think it should be pointed 
out that as this benefit has 
been around for many years, 
starting for limbless ex-ser¬ 
vicemen following the war. 


Things have to change, 
many more people are 
helped now. But there are 
limits to what the taxpayer 
can fund and, although the 
Government increases the 
amount every year, it will 
not keep up with demand, 
especially as it is often paid 
indefinitely. 

It does not cease at 65 
even though it cannot be 
claimed for at that age, 
something I am surprised 
has not been challenged in 
court as age discrimination. 

RON GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 


may be next 

PERHAPS our Lordships in 
the House of Lords should 
remember that one of the 
main reasons why many 
have voted to leave Europe 
was not immigration or any 
of the other things the re- 
mainers tell us we did not 
understand, but it was also 
to remove the unelected bu¬ 
reaucrats telling us what we 
can do and what we cannot 
do with nothing we can do 
about them. 

We can vote out our own 
Government if they prove 
unsatisfactory or fail to do 
as we want. 

I would ask their Lord- 
ships, could you be the next 
layer of unelected bureau¬ 
crats to lose out on the next 
referendum if you defy the 
wish of the people? 

This applies particularly 
to those Lordships who have 
a vested interest in remain¬ 
ing because they may lose 
their European income. 

EWART J JOHNSON 
Warley 

Speeders will 
take no notice 

WITH reference to your ar¬ 
ticle re speed limits. To me 
this is a waste of time as so 
few people take notice even 
with lights hashing. 

On the A456 in Hayley 
Green I am regularly being 
overtaken by people doing 
50 to 60-plus miles an hour 
even when the lights are 
hashing. The only time they 
travel slower is when it is 
very busy. Most of the time 
they are speeding, particu¬ 
larly at weekends. Some 
people think laws don’t 
apply to them. I would also 
mention Hagley Wood Lane, 
which is a winding lane. 

M WARD 

Hayley Green 



Celebrating^ 


Years in 
Business, 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs 
and UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a 
professional, friendly and efficient service, with thousands 
of satisfied customers across the West Midlands. 


roofs wast 
id cleaned 


DOES YOUR PROPERTY 


p Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 
✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
s/ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 
✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 


call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


T) npijj / 1 www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

~j | P Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND *'.Y« 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 
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Cleaning 

Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 






^ seriously Guara, 
M h J9u Aecurit vl 

mMmm I 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 




Orangeries^ Porches 


andfSoffitlBoards 1 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


[5T30pm] 


Weekdays 


FREEPHONE 




Blacklieatn 
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Reader 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge* 


LONDON 
SUMMER DAYS 



Departing Monday 21 August 2017 


Price Includes.. 


Quote Code: WJT822 


✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Included excursion to Windsor 

✓ Lots of free time in London 


Optional excursion to Hampton Court Palace 
& Richmond (£19pp extra) 


5 days, by coach 

only £399 ■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £200pp. Subject to availability. 


Castles & Gardens of 



Price Includes... 

✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Mercure Maidstone 
Great Danes hotel with 3-course dinner and 
full English breakfast 

✓ Visits, with admission, to Sissinghurst Castle 
Garden, Great Dixter House and Garden, 
Hever Castle and Gardens, and Leeds Castle 

✓ Free time in Royal Tunbridge Wells and a 
stop in either Cambridge or Oxford 

5 days, by coach 

only £399 


View product online at 


www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £100pp. Subject to availability. 
‘Please note: not all pickups are available on all breaks. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f ii 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Zoo monkeys around with a revamp 



Curator Richard Brown take a look at the new enclosure for Dudley Zoo’s yellow-breasted capuchin monkeys 


DUDLEY Zoo’s £295,000 revamp is 
well under way as a new enclosure for 
attractions capuchin monkeys takes 
shape. 

The extended area for the yel¬ 
low-breasted capuchins includes new 
climbing frames and poles which 
keepers hope will help the rainforest 
natives feel at home. 

Curator Richard Brown said: “The 
enclosure is coming on very well and 
we’re just in the process of putting in 
the final touches. 

“Capuchins are incredibly intelli¬ 
gent and have even been known to use 
tools. They’re interested in everything 
and don’t sit still for five minutes. 
We’re hoping that the new enclosure 
will be a massive enrichment for 
them.” 

The keepers are eagerly anticipating 


the pitter-patter of tiny capuchin feet 
as it is hoped that the extra space will 
allow the zoo to breed the critically en¬ 
dangered primates. 

Five capuchins have been born at 
the zoo in the past but permission for 
further breeding must be granted by 
a zoo in France which monitors their 
breeding programme. 

Endangered 

The monkeys, which stand at about 
40cm tall, are critically endangered 
due to deforestation and the illegal pet 
trade after films such as The Hangover 
Part 2 and Night at the Museum. 

The original budget for the enclo¬ 
sure refurbishment was £20,000 but 
has increased to between £25,000 and 
£30,000 as additions have been made 
to the project. 


The zoo has more developments 
planned for this year including an ex¬ 
tended farmyard and classroom area. 

Mr Brown added: “One of the main 
reasons behind the zoo is education. 
Children learn so much more when 
they can be hands on with the animals. 

“We’re hoping to keep the refurbish¬ 
ment ongoing and do something new 
every year.” 

Another development at the zoo 
is the arrival of three bush dogs, a 
semi-aquatic mammal that looks like 
it might be related to an otter but is 
actually in the canine family. 

Meanwhile, the Castle Hill attrac¬ 
tion is also gearing up for its 80th an¬ 
niversary celebrations in May, which 
will include a sponsored ‘onesie’ walk 
to raise money for the zoo’s new snow 
leopard enclosure. 



A^N WARWICI^UTCHERS 






2LB Premium Rump 
Steak (Hio Bone) 


\l\WF! 


£ 5.00 


£ 5.00 


Alan Warwick Brierley Hill, Unit 19 Moor Centre, Moor Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3AH 01384 265200 
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Talented poet published 
after her tragic death 



A YOUNG woman killed at a 
bus stop by a motorist racing 
at 10Omph on a Black Coun¬ 
try road is to have a book of 
her poems published. 

Former Stourbridge student 
Rebecca McManus, 21, died after 
a Mitsubishi Evolution hit into 
her as she waited for a bus beside 
Hagley Road West, Bearwood, in 
May 2014. 

Rebecca died at the scene, only a few 
hundred yards from her home, and 
her friend Harriet Barnsley suffered 
life-changing injuries in the incident 
which was the result of two men rac¬ 
ing high-performance cars. 

The promising poet from Oldbury 
was a Literature and Creative Writ¬ 
ing student at the University of East 
Anglia in Norwich, where an event 
launching the book was being held in 
her memory last week. 

Her friends, tutors and current stu¬ 
dents were reading her poems at the 
event. 

Almost three years after her death, 
Rebecca’s work is being published 
posthumously by her parents. 

Gift 

The 180-page book, entitled A Book 
of Fragments and Dreams, published 
by Unthank Publications, was the 
brainchild of Rebecca’s mother Cathy 
McManus. 

Mrs McManus said: “She had a nat¬ 
ural gift for poetry and had individual 
poems previously published, and it 
seems fitting, as it was one of Rebec¬ 
ca’s ambitions. 

“Rebecca had always hoped to have 
at least one book published and she 
had already chosen the title for the 
book. We hope it will provide inspira¬ 
tion for other young poets.” 

The book features 159 poems, with 
subject matters including the chang- 


The cover of the book that features 
more than 150 of Rebecca’s poems 

ing of the seasons, romance and the 
wonders of the sky. Proceeds from the 
book will be donated to charity. 

Two men were jailed for their roles 
in the fatal crash. 

Garage manager Sukvinder Man- 
nan, of Roundhills Road, Halesowen, 
who was at the wheel of the Mitsub¬ 
ishi which struck Rebecca, admitted 
causing death and injury by danger¬ 
ous driving and was sentenced to eight 
years in prison. 

He had been driving at lOlmph in a 
40mph zone. 

The motorist he had been racing, 
Inderjit Singh, of Cranbourne Avenue, 
Wolverhampton, was jailed for a year 


Student Rebecca McManus had 
always hoped to publish a book 

after admitting dangerous driving in 
his BMW M3. 

The book is available for £9.99 and 
can be ordered from bookshops as well 
as online from Amazon, The Wordery 
and Book Depository. 

The court heard how Mannan ca¬ 
reered into a bus stop where he struck 
childhood friends Rebecca and Har¬ 
riet. Singh pulled out of the race just 
seconds before the impact. 

Following the court case, Rebecca’s 
family said their lives were ‘empty 
without her’ and that they had been 
‘sentenced to a lifetime of pain and 
grief. 


De Rosa 

INSTALLATIONS LTD 

Est 1997 


or call us on 

01902 

897111 


Check us out online at 
www.derosawindows.co.uk 
www.derosaroofing.co.uk 


MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR CONSERVATORY ALL YEAR ROUND WITHOUT GOING SOLID 



Theres a new concept for year round 
comfort keepinjjjyou warmer in the 
winter and coolerm the summer 
without converting to a solid , 
roof and losing light 


Contact us now to find out 
about our high performanc 


Spe ndsmbre itime relaxing and 


SWISH FASCIAS 


Unit 42, Wombourne Enterprise Park, C _ fH MM 

Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, WV5 OAL kSEH 




I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 


I 



EXAMPLE 
FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 

• 15 SQM Wall Tiles 

• Tiled Floor 
• Replacement Shower 

• New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 
round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 


^ HO JHEUU ms Offs 


•II J mm 


CHOICE 



THROOMS 


VISA 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 


FREE 

FULL SIZE 
CHROME HEATED 
LADDER RAIL 
FITTED WITH EVERY 
BATHROOM SOLD 




01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Brierley Hill Bathrooms 




Special help for the disabled 
and elderly 

Baths removed and shower 
cubicle, seat, shower and tiles 
Ip* installed 

£1,950 


Large Showroom • Helpful Staff • Free Survey 

01384 484088 

10/11 Garratt Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1JU 

www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk 


Let me live in peace, 
says former suspect 


A FORMER suspect in the 
1978 murder of paperboy 
Carl Bridgewater murder has 
spoken of his delight that 
Staffordshire Police has de¬ 
cided not to re-open its in¬ 
vestigation. 

But an author from Bridgnorth, 
who has campaigned to get the 
case re-opened, called it ‘a sad day 
for justice’. 

Ex-ambulanceman Bert Spencer, a 
convicted murderer for the shooting 
of an acquaintance, has lived under 
a cloud of suspicion that he killed the 
13-year-old newspaper delivery boy. 

He was interviewed by criminologist 
Professor David Wilson for a TV docu¬ 
mentary, which cast doubt on his alibi. 

Calls were made after the screening 
in June for police to investigate claims 
by the programme makers. The Staf¬ 
fordshire force launched a review but 
announced last week that it was tak¬ 
ing no further action. 

Happy 

Mr Spencer, 77, said: “I needed this 
police report. I knew what it would 
say but I needed them to say it. I’m a 
happy man.” 

He has always denied the shooting 
of schoolboy, Carl who is believed to 
have disturbed a burglary at Yew Tree 
Farm, near Stourbridge, when deliver¬ 
ing newspapers. 

Mr Spencer, a former neighbour of 
the Bridgewater family in Wordsley, 
was chief suspect in the police inquiry 
but he was ruled out after a work col¬ 
league gave an account placing Mr 
Spencer away from the scene of the 
crime. 

Mr Spencer later served time in 
prison for shooting dead 70-year-old 
Hubert Wilkes at a farmhouse close to 
the scene of Carl’s death. 

His name continued to come up in 



Bert Spencer 


each new review of the case, which 
also resulted in a miscarriage of jus¬ 
tice. The ‘Bridgewater Four’ - Patrick 
Molloy, James Robinson and cousins 
Michael Hickey and Vincent Hickey - 
were convicted, imprisoned but cleared 
18 years later. Molloy died in prison. 

This week police said there were ‘no 
grounds’ to interview Spencer again. 

The pensioner, who now lives in 
Lincolnshire, said he hopes that he can 
live out his latter years in peace. 

Following the 90-minute Channel 
4 programme, parents of pupils at a 
nearby school voiced concerns about 
the proximity of an alleged child-killer. 
He later suffered a mild stroke. 

“That has all calmed down now and 
I hope that this latest statement from 
the police will kill it completely,” he 



Carl Bridgewater 

said. “It’s been frustrating living with 
Wilson’s accusations hanging over me 
but there was nothing to find, the pro¬ 
gramme was based on speculation and 
deceit. I don’t know if this will ever go 
away completely.” 

But Simon Golding, from 
Bridgnorth, who has written a book, 
Scapegoat for Murder: The Truth 
About the Killing of Carl Bridgewater, 
and worked on the TV documentary, 
vowed to carry on campaigning for the 
case to be re-opened. 

“I will not let this tragedy be swept 
under the carpet,” he said. “There was 
no great great shock in reading that 
the police are not going to re-open the 
case. 

“It’s a very sad day for justice and 
the search for the truth.” 



Standard composite front door 
plus white PVCu back door 


3MX3M WHITE 

UPVC EDWARDIAN OR VICTORIAN 
CONSERVATORY INCLUDING BASE, 
DWARF WALLS (PLASTERED) 


2 OPENING WINDOWS 
DOUBLE DOORS 
2 DOUBLE SOCKETS AND LIGHT 
FULLY FITTED 


Fully fitted. inc.VAT 


Dear Dave, 

We would like to say how pleased we are with 
the new windows. Your fitters were very good 
in every way They were professional and their 
work was of a high standard. We appreciated 
how they left everything clean and tidy. We are 
delighted with the excellent service and we will 
be in touch again shortly for another 
replacement window. We will happily 
- 


Any size, any colour standard 
composite front door 
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Get Ready for Summer Conservatory Offer 


i X u 


«!»!« 


Windows fully f ittted from 


nc.VAT 


Why choose DW Windows? 

• We’re a family run business 

• Our quotes are Free 

• No pushy salesmen 

• Our fitters are NOT sub 
contractors 

• Our quality is second 
to none 


DW Windows 

BUILT ON QUALITY, AFFORDABILITY AND RELIABILITY 


WINDOWS, DOORS & 
CONSERVATORY CENTRE 





Trading for over 10 years 
One of the best showrooms 
in the Midlands 


Fully fitted. inc.VAT 


8 Meadow Lane (Off Shaw Road), Coseley, 7 Brick Street, Sedgley DY31 NT 

West Midlands, WV14 9NQ Tel: 01902 661779 Tel: 01902 662511 Stourbridge 01384 900 185 

www.dwwindows.co.uk Freephone: 0800 9990909 































New classrooms 
at safari park 

A £1 million ‘academy’ for visiting school 
groups will be unveiled at the West Mid¬ 
lands Safari Park this summer. 

Featuring five classrooms, the Safari 
Academy has been designed for visiting 
pupils. Each classroom will be equipped to 
provide interactive education for all ages, 
from nurseries to university students and 
adult learners. Groups can take part in a 
variety of activities, including curriculum 
linked tours and hands-on discovery ses¬ 
sions, including encounters with some of 
the park’s smaller, friendlier animals. 

Caroline Richards, the head of learning 
at the safari park, said: “This new state-of- 
the-art eco-building will allow us to grow 
our educational services to meet the needs 
of the local community and inspire even 
more young conservationists of the future.” 

The Safari Academy at the attraction 
near Kidderminster will also be home to 
accredited level two and three animal care 
courses. 


Academy first to win gold 
award for preparing pupils 


STUDENTS and staff at a 
Black Country academy are 
celebrating after becoming 
the first school in the coun¬ 
try to be credited as a ‘gold’ 
standard institution. 

The award recognises excel¬ 
lence in careers advice at Ormis- 
ton Sandwell Community Acade¬ 
my (OSCA). 

The school in Tividale is celebrating 
after achieving the highest standard in 
the quality in careers standard award 
programme, credited by Prospects. 

It is awarded to schools and educa¬ 


tion providers who demonstrate the 
importance placed on careers, and the 
vital support given to students to help 
decide about their next steps after 
leaving school. 

It follows the academy securing The 
Investors in People Silver Award and 
the Basic Skills Quality Mark. 

Success 

The announcement also follows the 
success of Debbie Laird, the academy’s 
lead for careers education, who has re¬ 
cently been nationally recognised for 
her commitment. She won the Secur¬ 
ing Futures accolade at the Ormiston 
Academies Trust (OAT) awards. 


Ms Laird has worked during the 
past three years at the school to create 
a careers and personal, social, health 
and economic education (PSHE) pro¬ 
gramme that ensures students are 
inspired, confident and equipped for 
their next steps in life. 

Ms Laird said: “To achieve the gold 
standard is a great achievement for 
our academy. This award showcases 
our excellent practice and how we en¬ 
courage our students to be aware of 
their next steps and what opportuni¬ 
ties are available to them beyond the 
school gates. 

“Our staff and students are de¬ 
lighted with the recognition.” 



Debbie Laird 


Homes plan for 
old landfill site 

DOZENS of homes for the elderly are set 
to be built on a former landfill site. 

The land, off Moor Lane in Rowley 
Regis, is earmarked for 60 one-bedroom 
flats and 30 two-bedroom flats with com¬ 
munal facilities for adult social care. 

The Sandwell Council scheme went 
before members of the cabinet last week, 
where plans to submit a planning applica¬ 
tion were approved. 

A council report states: “The site was 
historically used for landfill purposes 
and this proposal would result in it being 
brought back into beneficial use.” 

The site, which is near Rowley Regis 
Hospital, has previously been occasion¬ 
ally used by travelling circuses and fair¬ 
grounds. 

Council leader Steve Eling said: “We 
have got a lot of elderly people in the bor¬ 
ough and this is really a positive move.” 
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Julie gets a lifetime 
achievement accolade 



Julie Walters has become one of Britain’s favourite actors 

BLACK Country star Julie Walters has been honoured 
with a lifetime achievement award by the Royal Television 
Society. 

The Harry Potter actress, who is also well-known for her 
work with the late Victoria Wood, picked up her award at a 
ceremony in London last week. 

It recognised the Smethwick-born former nurse for a ca¬ 
reer in film and television that began on stage in Liverpool 
and has spanned more than 40 years. 

The 67-year-old joked that it was the ‘old people’s award’. 

She added: “It’s absolutely gorgeous, I’m thrilled.” 

Julie found fame in 1983 when she played a hairdresser 
with a thirst for knowledge, opposite Michael Caine as a 
boozy literature professor, in the hit movie Educating Rita. 

She went on to have major roles in Billy Elliot, Personal 
Services, Calendar Girls, Mamma Mia!, epic TV series In¬ 
dian Summes and as Molly Weasley in seven of the Harry 
Potter films. 

Her plans this year include work on a new Mary Poppins 
movie, second Paddington movie and a trains documentary. 

Day of praise for care 
and social workers 

THE ‘brilliant contribution’ of social workers and care 
professionals will has been honoured by councillors. 

Dudley Council was marking World Social Work Day last 
Friday by thanking its existing care workforce on social 
media. 

But it has also urged those looking for work to look at a 
number of existing vacancies being advertised within chil¬ 
dren and adult’s social care. 

Councillor Ian Cooper, cabinet member for children’s 
services, said: “We are pleased to have been described as 
being focussed, ambitious and creative by Government so¬ 
cial care commissioner Eleanor Brazil, and are well on our 
way with our improvement journey in Dudley. 

“We want to sing the benefits of the comprehensive 
learning and development programme we offer for all so¬ 
cial workers, and we guarantee our employees will be sup¬ 
ported every step of the way.” 


FINAL REDUCTIONS! SOME AT COST PRICE. JR LESS! 

! 1 

10 REASONARLE OFFER REFUSEI 

1! A 

LL STOCK MUST GO! 


1^1 LLIAM&SONS lounge I Leather I Dining I Living I Bedrooms I Beds 

DISPLAY CLEARANCE 


3 BAYS ONLY. IBIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SDNDAY... EVERYTHING RERICED TRR0U6H0UT THE STORE! 

“We urgently need to make room for our exciting new 2017 furniture collections. All this weekend we're selling off large quantities 0q 
of our huge showroom's lounge, leather, living & bedroom furniture, including beds! These items are all available for immediate 
collection or delivery* and are so keenly priced they don't stay around for long! There are even huge discounts of ALL special orders!” 



Abtofo Baker #bardi <§> 


Harris 11 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 CLEARANCE TIMES: Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

All offers are subject to availability. Clearance items clearly marked in-store. Delivery charge applies. E&OE. 
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SAUCEPANS 
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STAND' 
MIXERS 

FROM 

£20 




HENRY 

AND 

HETTY 


STAR 

BUY! 

ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 
SATURDAY 1ST APRIL 2017 
WHILE STOCKS LAST D/C 




HOOVER FREEDOM 
CORDLESS VACUUM 
4 ONLY 

—£60 



Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


We specialise in finding you the 
best deals available on daily 
basis. We stock electrical and 
other amazing retail products at 
up to 90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 

MANY MORE OFFERS 
INSTORE.... 
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New mayor should make skills top priority 


A new survey by Dudley North MP 
Ian Austin suggests Dudley residents 
want improving skills to be the top 
priority for the new West Midlands 
Mayor. 

The survey of over 5,000 residents 
was conducted by the Labour MP saw 
more than 36 per cent saying that the 
new mayor should make skills and 


training their top priority. Another 
20 per cent said that tackling unem¬ 
ployment should come top, while 16 
per cent called for more support for 
businesses. 

Three-quarters said they planned to 
vote in the upcoming mayoral contest 
and over 70 per cent wanted the new 
mayor to use surveys to keep in touch. 


Mr Austin is now presenting the 
results to the mayoral candidates and 
will ask them to set out their specific 
plans for Dudley. 

He said: “Dudley lit the spark that 
fired the industrial revolution, and 
today we need a new industrial revo¬ 
lution to make Dudley a strong town 
again.” 


Jealous officer fails 


in court bid to get 
sentence reduced 


Dancing diamond duo 



Ron and Shelia Knight from Rowley Regis celebrate 60 years together 


THEY met by chance as wedding 
guests of mutual friends twice be¬ 
fore starting their own romance 
that has lasted 60 years. 

Now this happy couple are cele¬ 
brating their diamond wedding an¬ 
niversary. 

Sheila and Ron Knight, of Rowley 
Regis, first met at a wedding for one 
of Sheila’s friends. She had been on 
her own and was introduced to Ron. 

The pair enjoyed the party be¬ 
fore going their separate ways, 
until they met at another wedding 
months later. From there they de¬ 
cided to meet up again and love 
blossomed. 


Sheila said: “We got along 
straight away and it was strange 
that we kept meeting at these wed¬ 
dings. It started to feel like we were 
compelled towards one another. 

“He was very easy to talk to and 
he drove an Austin Nippy, which 
was a great bonus.” 

Keen dancers Sheila, 79, and Ron, 
now 84, had married on March 23, 
1957, with a service at St Matthew’s 
followed by a reception at the New 
Church Inn, both in Smethwick. 

They have two sons Stephen, 57, 
and Ian, 48, and celebrated at a 
meal with family, including grand¬ 
children Lewis, Jessica and Molly. 


By Joe Edwards 


A POLICE officer who harassed 
his ex-girlfriend has had an ap¬ 
peal against his sentence re¬ 
fused. 

PC Dean Hickens - who is due to 
face internal disciplinary proceedings 
after working for the force for 17 years 
- pretended to be a former partner of 
Carrie Stimpson, via text message, in 
a bid to find out whether she had an 
affair while they were together. 

The 42-year-old of Dingle Close, Dudley, 
also drove past her property in the early 
hours of the morning and tried to access 
her Facebook account. 

Hickens was sentenced at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Magistrates Court earlier this month 
to a 12-month community order, includ¬ 
ing 20 days of rehabilitation activity, and 
was given an eight-week curfew between 
8.30pm and 7am. He also had to pay £135 
in legal costs, an £85 victim surcharge, £250 
compensation and was handed a two-year 
restraining order. 

Relationship 

Hickens appeared at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court in an attempt to reduce his 
sentence with Sharonjit Bahia, defending, 
proposing to remove the 20 days of rehabil¬ 
itation and the curfew. 

Hickens and his former partner - who is 
also a police officer - had been in a relation¬ 
ship for seven years before Stimpson moved 
out of their home in January 2016. 

The court heard how a death of a family 
member led to Hickens suffering from anx¬ 
iety and depression prior to the break-up, 
for which he still takes medication. 

Prosecuting, Marcus Kraehling-Smith 
told the court how on January 13 Hick¬ 
ens drove past Ms Stimpson’s address at 
1.04am. Six days later, he pretended to be 
a former partner via text and then, a day 
after that, tried to access her Facebook ac¬ 
count. He was arrested later that day. 

“He wanted to see if anyone else was at 
the address,” said Kraehling-Smith. “The 
messages were in order to elicit informa¬ 
tion, whether she cheated on him.” 

Defence solicitor Ms Bahia said: “He was 
not in a logical frame of mind. He has been 
told it will inevitably lead to losing his job.” 

Judge Harry Berlin said: “The sentence 
imposed was perfectly correct. Therefore, 
the appeal is dismissed.” 


Landlord is fined 
£llk over filthy 
unsafe bedsits 


A LANDLORD who kept 
properties in a state of dis¬ 
repair and flouted fire regu¬ 
lations has been fined more 
than £11,000. 

Rakesh Sandhi, sole di¬ 
rector and shareholder of 
Northgate (Dudley) Ltd, 
was handed the fine by mag¬ 
istrates after charges were 
brought by Dudley Council 
legal team. 

A building on King Street 
had been converted into 
bedsits which were let over 
the last three years, netting 
Sandhi more than £24,000. 
Inspectors found the units 
to be filthy and dangerous. 

Sandhi, of Ednam Road, 
Wolverhampton, pleaded 


guilty to 28 charges, most 
of which related to failings 
in his duty as a manager to 
take safety measures. 

It was the second convic¬ 
tion for Sandhi in relation to 
the King Street property, as 
he was convicted for similar 
offences in 2014. It is also 
Sandhi’s third conviction 
in terms of management of 
multiple occupancy proper¬ 
ties, as he was convicted for 
similar offences for a prop¬ 
erty in High Street, Dudley, 
in 2016. 

Wolverhampton magis¬ 
trates fined him £400 per of¬ 
fence, totalling £11,200. He 
has to pay £1,936.65 costs 
and £40 victim surcharge. 


Watchdog sees 
progress in 
children services 


DUDLEY Council’s chil¬ 
dren’s social care service 
has been praised by educa¬ 
tion watchdog Ofsted for its 
efforts to improve services 
for children and young peo¬ 
ple. 

It comes a year after the 
service, which includes 
adoption, fostering and child 
protection, was rated ‘inade¬ 
quate’ by Ofsted. 

But the latest monitoring 
visit by inspections in Feb¬ 
ruary states Dudley Council 
is making ‘positive progress’ 
in a number of key areas but 
cautions that ‘a number of 
areas continue to require 
development’. 

The watchdog says staff 


morale is ‘good’ and that so¬ 
cial workers now have more 
time to see children because 
caseloads have ‘reduced sig¬ 
nificantly’ and so have be¬ 
come more manageable. 

Inspectors said the coun¬ 
cil continued to ‘appro¬ 
priately address areas of 
concern’ and that, as a re¬ 
sult, a greater number of 
children were receiving ‘the 
right response at the right 
time’. 

The council had taken im¬ 
mediate action to ensure ‘no 
child was unsafe’ by setting 
up a new dedicated team 
to make sure no cases had 
been left unallocated to so¬ 
cial workers. 


No its or butts for goat-breeding hopes 
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Stockman Wayne Vale with Tom and Jerry, the rare breed Bagot goats at Forge Mill Farm in West Bromwich 


FARMERS are busy working on a spe¬ 
cial breeding programme to increase a 
stock of rare goats. 

The farmers at Forge Mill Farm at 
Sandwell Valley hope that the pro¬ 
gramme will increase the stock in 
West Bromwich in order to preserve 
the breed forever. 

The black and white Bagot goats are 
part of a special conservation effort to 
increase their numbers as there are 
now fewer than 200 registered breed¬ 
ing females left. 


The council is helping with the 
scheme to breed the goats naturally 
and by artificial insemination meth¬ 
ods in a project run by the Rare Breeds 
Survival Trust (RBST). 

Melissa Underwood-Grattage, work¬ 
ing farm manager at Sandwell Valley, 
said the Bagot goats are owned by 
the RBST and in the care of Sandwell 
staff. 

She said: “We have successfully 
managed to harvest four grade A em¬ 
bryos from four of our nanny goats. 


These have been frozen and put into 
the RBST’s gene bank.” 

Farmers at Forge Mill Farm in the 
Valley helped with the work during a 
month-long fertility programme. 

Melissa added: “We have also suc¬ 
cessfully bred the other four nanny 
goats and the first of them gave birth 
on February 28. The offspring from 
these goats will form part of our breed¬ 
ing stock here at the country park.” 

The Bagot is believed to be Britain’s 
oldest breed of goat. 
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we’ve lowered our 
s prices for the NEW... w. 


Sandwell & Dudley 
low fare zone 


day ticket 
_£4 




£11 


4 weeks 


£40 


available on the bus available on the bus 

cheaper on mobile I child tickets also available 


n I 


see the 
low fare zone 
on our website 





Whether it's a shopping trip to 
intu Merry Hill or the daily commute, 
if you stay local, you'll pay local. 
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takeover 

COMPANY 


THE ORIGINAL 
S) r f&&'73 & s t 


KITCHEN 

MAKEOVER 

COMPANY 


✓superb choice ✓superb value 
✓superb SERVICE 

THE LATEST DESIGNS FOR DOORS' HANDLES • WORKTOPS 
TAPS •APPLIANCES* BEDROOMS 



BRAND NEW 2017 WINTER SALE OFFER... 


DELIVERING QUALITY AND 
UNRIVALLED VALUE 

Avoid waste, retain your 
cabinets, save money 
and be kind to the 
environment 

Less upheaval and 
hassle and mess of a 
rip-out 

From a simple door or 
worktop change to a 
complete kitchen 
makeover 

Our buying power 
means one thing - 
unbelievable prices & 
deals for you! 

Hundreds of styles & 
finishes of doors & 
worktops 

Fast, immaculate 
installations by our 
experienced skilled 
workforce 

5 years guarantee 
across all workmanship 

Over 30 years of skilled 
experience in the trade 




. SAVE MONEY. 

^ SAVE TIME. SAVE HASSLE 

HhI 0138 4 913969 

www.themakeovercompany.co.uk 

UNIT 22 ENTERPRISE TRADING ESTATE, PEDMORE RD, BRIERLEY HILL 


TALK TO OUR FRIENDLY STAFF 
or click 

OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 



*free fitting is a discount to the value of the installation 





Packages, Marble Suites, 
including Gas/Electric Fire 

£499 - £899 



Marble Fireplaces 
Solid Wood Surrounds Made To Measure 
Valor Centre 
Flavell 

Portway Stoves 


Broseley Stoves 
' Elgin & Hall Stockists 
’ Gas Stoves 
• Electric Stoves 
1 Solid Fuel 


OPENING TIMES: Mon - Fri 10.30am - 4.00pm, Sat 10.00am - 4.00pm Sun Closed 

■manual ihebbwbiubi 


Many fireplaces / stoves on display l h y 



Korea war veteran found 
his future wife at party 

A KOREAN war veteran has 
described how he met his 
wife of 60 years at a party, 
shortly after returning home 
from the conflict. 

Len Flavell related how he im¬ 
mediately knew he had found his 
other half Doreen at a friend’s 
party, and 12 months later the 
pair were married on March 23, 

1957. 

Len, 81, said: “I was invited to a 
party by friends, and it was there 
that I met my future wife. I knew in¬ 
stantly.” 

Their wedding at the former St Mar¬ 
tin’s Church in Tipton was followed by 
a honeymoon in Torquay. 

After leaving the Army where he 
served with the culinary corps, Len 
went on to work as a carpenter and 
joiner, before going into management 
at Dudley Council until his retirement. 

His wife Doreen, now 79, was em¬ 
ployed at bedmaking company Vono. 

Len said: “She is very beautiful and 
caring and loving.” 

The couple have three children, Sha¬ 
ron, Tracey, Nick. They also have two 
grandchildren, Chris and Lucy. 

They live on Acacia Drive in Cose- 
ley, and are very much involved in 
the community, particularly through 
Len’s role as chairman of the British 
Korean Veterans Association. 

Back in 2015, 62 years after the end 
of the Korean War, a plea by Len saw 
South Korean Peace Medals finally 
presented to 19 veterans from the re¬ 
gion. 

Len has himself also returned to 
the country as part of a trip organised 
through the veterans’ association. He 
said: “It is an absolutely marvellous 
country.” 

To mark the occasion, the pair went 
away to Newquay, and had a party 
with around 82 friends and family. 

The tracks of my years 
at Severn Valley Railway 

ON March 25, 1967, John Hill, a 
29-year-old train driver, became one of 
the first men to drive a locomotive on 
the Severn Valley Railway. 

John, now 78, is now looking back 
at his time on the iconic railway, as 
it marks the 50th anniversary of the 
first locomotive on the heritage line - 
after the Dr Beeching axe removed the 
Kidderminster to Bridgnorth line from 
the national rail network. 

The railway itself is 52 years old 
but Saturday marked exactly 50 years 
to the day since the railway’s first 
locomotive, No. 3205, steamed into 
Bridgnorth’s platform 2, the first train 
at the station since Dr Beeching made 
the line obsolete four years earlier in 
1963. 

The engine’s long journey from 
Buckfastleigh to Stourbridge began 
in February 1967 when it was die¬ 
sel-hauled to Stourbridge and pre¬ 
pared to travel 30 miles, under her 
own steam, into Bridgnorth the fol¬ 
lowing month. 

Thousands 

Driven by Cyril Williams, from 
Stourbridge, and Mr Hill, of North- 
field, and, and fired by Gerry Carter, 
the engine steamed first into Plat¬ 
form 2 just after midday where the 
train crew was met by the Mayor of 
Bridgnorth. 

The event drew crowds of thousands 
over a three-day celebration with the 
engine and two coaches making the 
short trip from Bridgnorth to Oldbury 
Viaduct and back. 

Though the engine itself is no longer 
with the railway, the man who drove it 
is still heavily involved with the SVR 

Mr Hill, who now lives in Bewdley 
said: “I was a driver for British Rail 
based at Tyseley. 

“Because steam had been phased 
out on British Rail, I was driving 
diesels and when I heard about the 
Severn Valley Railway I sent off for 
membership.” 

Mr Hill joined the railway in 1966, 
and a year later was recruited to drive 



John Hill was on the footplate of the first steam train to return to Bridgnorth 



John Hill pictured in 1980 engine driving at the Severn Valley Railway 


the 3205. The grandfather recalled: The arrival of 3205 after the inau- 

“I was the only British Rail driver on guration of the Severn Valley Railway 
the Severn Valley at the time so I got Society and helped it meet its target of 
the job. It was absolutely fantastic, £25,000 to buy and restore six-and-a- 
so many people were at the station to half mile of track between Bridgnorth 
welcome us in, clapping and cheering.” and Hampton Loade. 



The happy couple seen in 1957 


Len and Doreen 60 years on 


Jobs and homes on way 


THOUSANDS of jobs and homes will 
be created as part of a new £53 million 
scheme to revamp former industrial 
sites in the Black Country. 

The cash will be available over the 
next four years to deliver 1,600 new 
houses and 126,000 sq m of new com¬ 
mercial floor space across the region. 
It will create 1,800 new jobs. Dozens 
of brownfield sites will be decontam¬ 
inated and brought back into use as 
part of the Land Funds scheme. 

Bosses at the Black Country Local 


Enterprise Partnership (LEP) said it 
would free up more land for develop¬ 
ment and housing and could lead to 
additional investment of £9 7m. 

The funding has been pledged fol¬ 
lowing a successful bid from the LEP 
to the West Midlands Combined Au¬ 
thority (WMCA), which has earmarked 
£342m worth of schemes including the 
Black Country Garden City project. 

LEP board member Ninder Johal 
said: “It signals a bright future for the 
Black Country.” 
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Savings on quality furniture 



Family company Dreamworld is based in Stallings Lane, Kingswinford, and has been trading for 34 years 


Commercial feature 

Family company Dreamworld was formed 
back in 1982, with the original shop in 
Windmill Bank, Wombourne, in what was 
previously the village launderette. 

Owner Roger Manley was then working as a 
merchant banker based in Birmingham, and 
after the couple’s children started school he 
and his wife Ailie thought they should start a 
business. 

“We weren’t absolutely sure what type of 
business to open to start with,” admits Roger. 

“But we knew that Wombourne was a thriving 
village which was expanding rapidly and after 
studying the businesses that already existed 
we felt that there was a gap in the market for a 
furniture and bedding outlet.” 

Strength 

It turned out to be a good decision and during 
the next five years the business went from 
strength to strength with more family members 
joining the expanding team including Roger’s 
brother John, sister Mavis and his two sisters 
in law. 

In 1987, due to increasing demand, whilst 
retaining the original Wombourne shop the 
family opened a second outlet in Stallings 
Lane, Kingswinford, with approximately 10 
times the floor space. Everything seemed to 
be progressing well, with a further five years 
successful trading, until tragedy struck when a 
fire completely gutted the Kingswinford store. 

“The fire started on a Sunday morning whilst 
John and I were in the shop,” explains Roger. 

“It was a major setback and we were very low 
at the time but with the help of our suppliers, 
friends and family it turned into a true phoenix 
from the ashes story. 

“Remarkably within just one week we were 
trading again moving into what was then vacant 
premises further down Stallings Lane where we 
have traded successfully for 34 years building 
an enviable reputation for value for money, 
quality and service.” 

It is the company’s proud boast that 


approximately 70 per cent of their business 
comes via recommendation of previous 
customers. 

“This is obviously the best type of business 
you can get and is an endorsement of the level 
of service and satisfaction that customers have 
enjoyed from us,” says Roger. 

“We often get generations of families come 


to us whose parents and grandparents have 
bought items from us and we are now dealing 
with the latest generation, it’s very satisfying.” 

A lot of the furniture Dreamworld sell is 
bespoke with settees made in any choice of 
size and style finished in fabric or leather. 

The vast majority of the chairs can be ordered 
as recliners including ‘rise and recliners’. 


“This is becoming an increasingly high 
proportion of our business for those customers 
who have difficulty getting up and down into 
their chairs,” adds Roger. 

“Beds can also be custom made to any 
size and be electrically operated to assist 
with getting in and out of bed which is a real 
problem for a lot of people. For our customers 



Great savings on quality furniture 


piece of mind all our suites and beds carry a ten 
year guarantee, unless otherwise stated, and it 
has been our policy from day one to offer free 
delivery and removal of your old furniture. 

“As the old saying goes,” says Roger, “you 
can fool some of the people all of the time, all 
of the people some of the time, but you can’t 
fool all of the people all of the time and any 
company that operates on that basis without 
looking after customers is not going to last 
and certainly won’t enjoy the longevity that 
Dreamworld has. 

Proud 

“We are very proud of our record for customer 
satisfaction which has always been at the top of 
our agenda.” 

The latest chapter in Dreamworld’s progress 
is the expansion and refurbishment of the store. 
This coincided with the opening of the new 
Lidl superstore in Stallings Lane which Roger 
predicted would bring a higher volume of traffic 
and footfall past the showrooms. 

The current sale features great savings across 
the whole range, so now is the time to pay 
Dreamworld a visit for unbelievable savings on 
furniture. 


Advertisement 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


SHOWROOM CLEARANCE 

Treasonable offer refused 
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Made to Measure 

Recliners and Riser 
Recliners Available 



Your chair, designed to fit you from £495 
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SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO 
ORDER-ANY SIZE 

FREE HOME DEUVERY 

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OU) RED 



3 SEATER 
SOFA WITH 
2 RECLINERS 

£395 



Ottoman 

Beds 

from £299 

Odd Bases & 
Mattresses 
To Clear 

from £69 


Established 1982 

Dreamworld 

furniture 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU LARGE FREE 

Tel: 01384 295660 CABPARK 

Open: Mon-Sat 1 Oam - 5pm I Sun 1 0.30am - 4.30pm M&ZJ 


LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND 
LEATHER SUfTES 

2 & 3 SEATERS TO CL£AR FROM 
AN AMAZING £295 VARIOUS 
COLOURS AND DESIGNS 

1 DINING TABLE 
& 4 CHAIRS 
TO CLEAR 

£595 

AVAILABLE IN ACACIA 
WOOD MATCHING 
PIECES 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Three Piece Suites, Chairs, 
Beds, Carpets, Dining and 
Bedroom Furniture 
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"COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Super sale before makeover 


Interiors Italia, the trend-bucking 
interior superstore, has propped up 
the corner of Darlington Street and 
Waterloo Road for nearly a decade. 

To get it ready for the next 10 years, the 
store is getting ready for a makeover, but 
before they can start... everything must 
go. 

“I can’t wait to get started,” said Store Man¬ 
ager Roberta Colavito, “But before we can be¬ 
gin, we need to sell everything.We’re closing for 
two weeks to give the entire store a monumen¬ 
tal makeover.” 

The doors will close at 6pm on Tuesday. April 
18 to allow the store to complete its refurbish¬ 
ment. The new look store will open at 10.30am 
on Friday, April 28, when customers can catch 
the first glimpse of the revamped showroom. 

Promotions 

Until then, the customer service desk will 
keep normal shop hours and the helpful staff 
can tell you all about the updated store. As the 
launch draws closer they’ll also be on hand to 
explain the offers and promotions to mark the 
relaunch. 

For 10 years the ‘Italian furniture shop’, has 
forged its place in the heart of Wolverhampton’s 
city centre. Roberta believes the store has held 
its ground against disruption in the retail market 
for many reasons. 

“Perhaps we’ve held on so well because of 
the store’s renowned style and its unique range, 
or because it has such a loyal customer base. 

Over the last 10 years British retail has 
changed a lot. 

You can see this by the number of shops 
that are closing on the high street. Nowadays 
customers can buy anything they want without 
leaving their home. 

We have pieces to suit every style and 
budget and our customers love to discover and 



Wealth of delights to give a new look to your home 


The shop front of Interiors Italia, in Darlington Street, Wolverhampton 


get inspiration when they visit the store. Flere, 
they can also feel and interact with the products 
and that isn’t possible when you’re shopping 
online.” 

The new look store will introduce a large se¬ 
lection of beautiful oak furniture and on the first 
floor customers will discover one of the largest 
independent bed centres in Wolverhampton. 
The refurbishment will also mean improved el¬ 
evator access. 

The improved lifts will enable shoppers to 
enjoy all three floors without the need to have 
a sit down half way, unless of course they fancy 
trying out one of the new designer Italian sofas. 

From now until the launch, the business will 
be recruiting new staff to help in the refurbished 


“It is our goal to provide 
our customers with the 
best possible furniture 
shopping experience” 


store. Applicants can register their interest here 
at http ://www. italianfurnitureshop.co.uk 
“We are extremely grateful for all the support 
that we have received,” Roberta Colavito con¬ 
cludes. 

“We would like to thank everyone for their 
patience and understanding while we enter 


this exciting phase of development. It is 
our goal to provide our customers with the 
best possible furniture shopping experi¬ 
ence and on April 28, we move one step 
closer to that dream.” 

The signs have gone up in the windows 
and the ‘Everything Must Go Sale’ is un¬ 
derway. 

Interiors Italia will be offering huge sav¬ 
ings on all shop floor display items to clear 
the store ready for the refit. 

Customers can also take advantage of 
extra discounts on offer for new orders 
during the sale period both in store and 
online. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: Interiors Italia 

Address: 79 Darlington Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4JD 

Telephone: 01902 428489 

Email: sales@italianfurnitureshop.co.uk 
Website: www.italianfurnitureshop.co.uk 


CITY CENTRE FURNITURE STORE CLOSES FOR REFURR 


interiorsitalia . FURTHER RERUCTIONS NOW ON 
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Man didn’t know 
passport was fake 

A ROMANIAN man living in Stourbridge 
managed to get into the UK on a forged 
passport, a court heard. 

Florin Grindei had a false Romanian pass¬ 
port but was still able to leave and re-enter 
the country, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
was told. Charges against Mr Grindei, aged 
42, of Armstrong Road, were dropped as it 
was accepted that he did not know the pass¬ 
port was bogus. 

Recorder Jason Widoger stressed it was 
important identification documents were 
genuine. He formally found Grindei not 
guilty of two charges of possessing a false 
identification document and told him: “This 
is a slightly odd case. You were entitled to 
have the documents but they just happened 
to be forged ones. 

“I am sure you understand, particularly 
at this present time, how important it is 
that identification documents are genuine 
and properly issued by the right authority.” 


Education watchdog again tells 
Billet college it has to improve 


A COLLEGE with sites in the Black 
Country has been told that it still 
requires improvement by education 
watchdog Ofsted. 

Birmingham Metropolitan College pro¬ 
vides further and higher education to 
around 20,000 learners across four sites, 
including Stourbridge and Brierley Hill. 

Ofsted says BMet ‘requires improvement’ 
following an inspection in February. The same 
judgement was also given after its inspection in 
May 2015. 

Key concerns included attendance rates, the 
lack of challenge to students and poor progress. 

In their latest report, Ofsted inspectors state: 


“Teachers’ expectations of learners are too low 
and do not sufficiently promote or reinforce the 
demands of employers, such as full attendance, 
punctuality and dress code. 

“Teachers set too many unchallenging tasks 
where learners work at the same level and be¬ 
come bored and do not concentrate sufficiently. 
In these cases, learners make slow progress and 
fail to demonstrate the culture of respect that 
teachers are trying to create.” 

The majority of those studying at the college 
full-time are aged 16 to 18. 

However, there was some praise for how the 
college had ‘stabilised’ its financial difficulties. 

Andrew Cleaves, principal and chief execu¬ 
tive at BMet, said: “The recent report from Of¬ 


sted acknowledged that the quality of teaching, 
learning and assessment at BMet has improved 
across the board since our previous inspection. 

“However, we are only part of the way 
through this journey and we acknowledge that 
there is much work to do. 

“Whilst it has been a challenging time for 
BMet over the last two years, we have made 
good progress. We are particularly pleased that 
Ofsted rated our apprenticeship provision as 
being good. 

“BMet has high aspirations. With the contin¬ 
ued hard work of our dedicated team, I am confi¬ 
dent that we will meet the challenges ahead and 
will continue to provide excellent education for 
many thousands of learners.” 


More parents are 
fined for absences 

THE number of fines handed out to par¬ 
ents for failing to get their child to regu¬ 
larly attend school more than doubled in 
some areas of the West Midlands. 

In Dudley the number of fines increased 
from 370 to 844, with 172 prosecuted, and 
in Sandwell they almost doubled from 113 
to 216, with four prosecuted. 

In Walsall the number of fines went up 
from 1,517 to 1,770 but no one was prose¬ 
cuted last year. The only exception to this 
trend was Wolverhampton where fines fell 
from 698 to 645 with 42 prosecuted. 

Dudley Council’s Tony Oakman said: “It 
is the continued policy of Dudley borough 
schools that leave of absence for pupils 
during term time will not be authorised 
except in exceptional circumstances. This 
figure includes term-time holidays as well 
as episodes of truancy or children simply 
not attending school.” 


Vandals target new trees 



Councillors Ken Finch and Margaret Aston look at damaged trees beside the commuter route 


‘SENSELESS’ vandals have destroyed new¬ 
ly-planted trees along a busy road, causing 
thousands of pounds worth of damage. 

Dudley Council discovered a number of 
Oriental Plane trees snapped in half along 
the Birmingham New Road, near to the new 
Aldistore. 

The trees, which are protected by wire 
meshing, were planted just over a year ago 
to spruce up the heavily-used commuter 
route. Police have been informed and have 
confirmed they are investigating. 

Dudley’s environment boss Councillor Hi¬ 
lary Bills said: “This is senseless vandalism. 
It would have taken some effort to reach up 
above the fencing and snap them off, so this 
is not even a moment of madness. 

“It will cost the council thousands of 


pounds to replace them - if we are even able 
to - at a time when we are battling to save 
millions of pounds due to ongoing Govern¬ 
ment cuts. 

“The police have been informed and we 
want the people responsible to be caught 
and punished. If anyone has any informa¬ 
tion or knows who did this, we would urge 
them to get in touch. Vandalism cannot be 
tolerated.” 

Councillor Ken Finch added: “The 
amount of damage the hooligans have done 
is absolutely disgusting. Now the council 
needs to fork out extra money on replant¬ 
ing them. It’s a really busy route and the 
council spent money to make it look nicer, 
then hooligans come along and do things 
like this.”” 


Mayor at Legends 
match for hospice 

THE Mayor of Dudley will be attending the charity football 
match between Stourbridge Legends and West Bromwich 
Albion Legends, on Sunday in aid of Mary Stevens Hospice. 

Since its debut in 2016, the charity match between the 
Glassboys and Albion legends has raised more than £15,000 
for the hospice. Mayor Councillor Mohammed Hanif has 
confirmed that he will be welcoming spectators as the gates 
open at 1pm. The match sees the teams compete for the 
Jane Webb Memorial Trophy, in tribute to Stourbridge 
woman Jane Webb, who died in 2015. She was a supporter 
of the charity and the event was set-up to benefit the Hag- 
ley Road Hospice by her son Matt. Tickets cost £5 for the 
match at the War Memorial Athletic Ground, Amblecote, 
with under-16s getting in for free. 

Albion Legends so far confirmed include Darren Moore 
and Paul Peschisolido. For latest details see www.maryste 
venshospice.co.uk website. 


Adds up to 
inspiration 

HALESOWEN College 
received a visit from an 
eminent researcher in the 
field of applied science and 
mathematics, Dr Takeshi 
Akinaga. 

Students of A-Level Math¬ 
ematics and Physics were 
inspired by an informative 
lecture which described the 
field of fluid dynamics and 
outlined his ground-break¬ 
ing research. 

Dr Akinaga, a former 
research fellow at Kansai 
University in Japan, is cur¬ 
rently a research fellow at 
Aston University. 


Serenity 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS*' 
Call us on 01384 279 997 



READ BELOW WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU 


• Provide a full design and project management 
service if required 

• Take your ideas and make them a reality 

• So please come and meet the team at Serenity 

• All trades are carried out by our team. This includes, 
building, tiling, plastering, carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing and gas. No job is too big or too small for us. 

No gimmicks, just quality goods and quality service. 

Stallings Lane | Kingswinford | DY6 7AP 


www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 


Example Job 

Choice of 9 Door Panels 
Colours and styles 
7 Units worktops and upstands, 
oven, hob and extractor 
sink and tap 

Cornice, Pelmet and End Panels 

Fully Fitted £3995 
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Reminder of home comforts 


A well-known war song 


Another one from the collection 


Word by Jimmy Kennedy 


Dame Vera Lynn in her prime 



John Sparry has collection of sheet music 


Songs which helped 
nation win two wars 


A COLLECTION of rare 
music and lyrics from 
some favourite wartime 
songs is being lovingly 
preserved. 

The collection from the First 
and Second World Wars has 
been built up by Wall Heath 
musician John Sparry over the 
last 25 years. 

Jazz musician Mr Sparry decided 
to dig out the pristine collection in 
honour of forces’ sweetheart Dame 
Vera Lynn who celebrated her 
100th birthday last week. Songs 
by Dame Vera in the collection in¬ 
clude If I Had My Way and That 
Lovely Weekend. 

Mr Sparry said: “I’ve been col¬ 
lecting these songs for over 25 
years. They’re all from the First 
and Second World Wars and they 
all have their own story. 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Pippa Armstrong 


“In the collection there’s one 
called Some Chicken, Some Neck 
which was inspired by then Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill’s 
speech in Ottawa. 

“There’s The Handsome Terri¬ 
torial, whose words are by Jimmy 
Kennedy who wrote the words to 
the Teddy Bear’s picnic. 

“Ma I Miss Your Apple Pie was 
a song for soldiers far from home. 
Adolf is a song by Annette Mills, 
who was the sister of John Mills 
and originator of TV’s Muffin the 
Mule.” 

The collection includes songs 
from both world wars with the old¬ 
est dating back to the 1910s. 

Mr Sparry is unsure of their 
current value, only knowing their 
original cost which ranged from 


an old sixpence to a shilling. He 
broke out the collection to help 
mark Dame Vera Lynn’s landmark 
birthday. 

Dame Vera is credited as a 
source of inspiration for soldiers 
and their loved ones during the 
Second World War due to her up¬ 
lifting songs, which included We’ll 
Meet Again and There’ll Always be 
an England. 

She became widely known as the 
forces’ sweetheart after she trav¬ 
elled long distances, often at great 
personal risk, to entertain troops 
and provide them with messages 
of hope. 

To celebrate her 100th birthday, 
Dame Vera released an album fea¬ 
turing re-orchestrated versions of 
her most loved music alongside her 
original vocals.lt is thought the 
collection makes Dame Vera the 
first singer to have released a new 
album as a centenarian. 



The songs were designed to boost war-time morale 




High Street, Brierley \ 

HOME OF THE KARNDEAN CLOCK 


CARPET FACTORY OUTLETS 01384 263149 


SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SAL E S ALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 

Victoria Soft touch 50 Hlal 
Heavy Domestic 50 


Inntons 


(WMm 
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80/20 Twist 


CLICK FLOORING 

Luxury vinyl tiles • Luxury vinyl planks 

From £21.95 


BROCKWAY 
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DEDICATED SHOWROOM The Home of Flooring 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 

!■ 

For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

•S Telephone 0121 559 9985 |gj S&*.| 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 






Doors & Windows Ltd 
t tel: 0 1902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
*fEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


Q 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 



FILL YOUR NEXT 
VACANCY WITH OUR 
BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star 
Classified jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis 
until you fill the vacancy 


Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


*AII prices are subject to VAT 














































































Unique 
US band’s 
hypnotic 
grooves 

Warpaint 

02 Institute, Birmingham 

ON a day of bad news and 
dismal weather, American 
indie rock band Warpaint 
provided an antidote with 
their hypnotic grooves and 
slinky rhythms. 

The Calfornia-based quar¬ 
tet are built upon the firm 
foundations of harmonising 
vocals from guitarists Emily 
Kokal and Theresa Way- 
man, and the propulsive 
rhythm section of bassist 
Jenny Lee Lindberg and 
Aussie drummer Stella 
Mozgawa. 

They have released three 
albums over six years, forg¬ 
ing a distinctive sound that 
has brought them a loyal 
following. 

It ensured a full house at 
the ornate Digbeth venue 
as the dream pop four aptly 
began with Intro from their 
eponymous second album. 

The band is obviously 
a tight-knit unit, which is 
vital for their undulating, 
free-flowing funky sound, 
invigorated by sharp bursts 
of caustic guitar. 

Each band member seems 
to have their own portion 
of the fans’ adulation but 
for me it was Emily Kokal 
who really stepped up to 
the frontwoman role, hold¬ 
ing the attention as she 
weaved around the stage in 
a dreamy reverie. 

Highlights of their 
85-minute set included 
fans’ favourites Undertow 
and Love Is To Die, the hazy 
Above Control, the driven 
pop nugget New Song from 
latest album Heads Up and 
hard-hitting finale Disco// 
Very. 



Oily Murs in action at the Genting Arena on Friday night, one of three consecutive NEC gigs 


Fans delight at Arena 
with Dear Dartin' Ollv 


Oily Murs, Genting Arena, NEC 

CHARISMATIC Essex boy Oily Murs 
showed why he is British pop’s nol star 
with a high-energy two-hour show on the 
second of his three night stint at the NEC’s 
mega-venue. 

The 32-year-old singer whipped up the 
90 per cent female audience by announcing 
that he was ‘feeling frisky’ and, to roars of 
delight, was in bum wiggling form. 

Looking dapper in a dark suit, he kicked 
off his concert with one of his more recent 
hits, You Don’t Know Love, from last year’s 
24 Hrs album which gives the tour its title. 
Then came the ‘Up’ hits, Wrapped Up, 
Grow Up and Up, that latter with one of his 
backing singers standing in for Demi Lovato 
on the country-tinged pop gem. 

It soon became apparent Oily wears his 
adulation lightly with lots of self-depre¬ 
cating banter between songs. Unlike some 
of his contemporaries is was clear that he 
was singing every single note (yes, we mean 
Bieber), even when strutting the T-shaped 
catwalk in front of the stage and throwing 
down some nifty dance moves, often joined 
by his posse of four backing singers. 

He varied the pace with some heartfelt 
ballads, including Flaws and I Need You 
Now, and encouraged an audience singalong 
when he merged his song Back Around with 
a version of Tina Turner’s What’s Love Got 
To Do With It. He also got them to sing part 
of Take That song Never Forget to feature 


GIG REVIEWS 


by Leon Burakowski 


on the weekend’s Saturday Night Takeaway 
TV show. 

The gig went up a gear with his funky 
pop chart-topper Heart Skips A Beat and, 
probably his most enduring and memorable 
song, Dear Darlin’. 

Then the pop star/TV presenter urged his 
fans to put their phones away and dance, 
dance, dance to a ten minute mash-up 
of dancefloor classics which also showed 
the prowess of his seven-piece band. The 
medley included Oily’s versions of That’s 
The Way I Like It, Never Too Much, She’s 
Got That Vibe, Jump Around and U Can’t 
Touch This, as the irrepressible entertainer 
went on a romp around the arena, high-fiv- 
ing fans before making it back to the stage 
for a solid version of Justin Timberlake’s 
Can’t Stop The Feeling. 

The spectacular concert, which came 
complete with fireworks, clouds of dry ice, 
laser beams and giant screens, came to a 
crescendo with his biggest hits, Trouble¬ 
maker and Dance With Me Tonight, before 
a satisfying encore of Kiss Me and, after 
thanking his fans for ‘getting me out of the 
call centre’, he dedicated final song Years & 
Years to his audience. Nice one Oily. 
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CALL NOW FOR 
A FREE > NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


Warmroof Wolverhampton 

Ward Street 
Wolverhampton 


Telephone: 01902 302973 

Emai I : info@warmroofwolverhampton.co.uk 

Website: www.warmroofwolverhampton.co.uk 
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<^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 



Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
repiacem&nt to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

{ , THE GUILD 11 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 



Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 


LUC6 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 


Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


Netherton Showroom 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 



www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Netherton, Dudley 
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Marie Curie Cancer Care is a UK charity dedicated to the care of people with terminal illnesses. 

Marie Curie Nurses 

We are best known for our network of 2,000 Marie Curie Nurses, who work in the homes of terminally ill patients across the UK, providing practical care 
and support. 

During 2012-13, our nurses provided more than 1.3 million hours of nursing to 30,080 patients, along with support for their families. 


Marie Curie 

Cancer Care 
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Marie Curie Hospices 

Our nine Marie Curie Hospices across the UK provide expert care and the 
best quality of life for people with terminal illnesses. 

We are the biggest provider of hospice beds outside the NHS, and we are 
expanding outpatient and day services at all our hospices. Our hospices 
reached 7,897 people in 2012-13. 

There are Marie Curie Hospices in Belfast, Bradford, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Hampstead (London), Liverpool, Newcastle, Penarth (near Cardiff) and 
Solihull. 

Research 

Marie Curie Cancer Care is a leader in research into the best ways of caring 
for people with terminal illnesses, and how care could be improved in 


future. We have our own research teams, and we fund external research 
programmes. 

Campaigning for patients 

We campaign for more patients to be able to be cared for and die in their 
place of choice. Research shows around 63 per cent of people would like to 
die at home if they had a terminal illness, with a sizeable minority opting for 
hospice care. 

Our funding 

All our services are always free to patients and their families, thanks to the 
generous support of the public. We fund our nursing services and hospices in 
50/50 partnership with the NHS. 


Providing care for 
terminally ill patients 

Contact us by phone: 
Call us free phone 0800 716 146 

(Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm) 
By post write to us at: 
Marie Curie Cancer Care 
89 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TP 















































































































Allwyn 

windows / I I 

windows I doors I conservatories I facia & soffits 

Unit 2, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 7HU 

T: 01384 291662 F: 01384 292288 M: 07956 230613 



3 GREAT REASONS to choose Allwyn 


www.allwyn-windows.co.uk 


Windows this Spring & Summer 
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Council wants 
views on its 
housing board 

Dudley Council is asking all of its 22,000 
housing tenants for their opinions about 
the updated constitution of its housing 
board. 

The housing board, made up of key 
stakeholders, works to help ensure the 
council provides affordable, good quality 
homes and services. The group also 
examines operational performance and 
policy and works with a team of service 
inspectors. 

The board is made up of volunteers, 
who are appointed for a three-year 
period, bringing a range of knowledge 
and experience to the council’s decision¬ 
making process that would otherwise be 
absent. 

Officially launched in 2014, the housing 
board is reviewing its constitution to 
ensure it is best placed to make positive 
contributions in the future. 

The housing services department is 
also asking all Dudley residents to share 
their thoughts and comments about the 
document by completing a short survey 
at www.dudley.gov.uk/housing 


Memorial to town's Victoria 
Cross hero set to be unveiled 


A memorial plaque which will commemorate a war 
hero is set to be unveiled at a special ceremony at a 
Stourbridge park. 

Lance Corporal Thomas Bryan, who received the 
Victoria Cross during the First World War, will be 
honoured at the unveiling. 

It will be attended by the Mayor of Dudley, Deputy 
Lord Lieutenant of Worcestershire Richard Lockett, 
High Sheriff Dr Keith Bradshaw, local dignitaries and 
Bryan’s family. 

He was born in Bott Lane, Lye, on January 21,1882. 
His father was a coalminer and as young child the 
family moved to Whitwood Mere, a mining village near 
Castleford, Yorkshire. Bryan joined his father to work at 
Whitwood Colliery in Normanton and in 1903 married 
Sarah Smart and later had five children. 

On December 22,1915, Bryan was sent to the 
Western Front with the 25th Battalion, Northumberland 
Fusiliers. The battalion moved to the Somme in April 
1916 but Bryan was sent home to recover from a 
broken ankle. 

He returned to the front later that year and was 
promoted to lance corporal in March 1917. 

On the first day of the Battle of Arras, April 9,1917, the 
Fusiliers began to advance well but were held up by a 
German machine gun which halted all movement. 

LCpI Bryan set out to find it with his senior Captain 
Huntley, but he was killed by a sniper when he raised 
his head to use his binoculars. LCpI Bryan went on 
alone. 

The official citation states that he was awarded the 
Victoria Cross ‘for most conspicuous bravery during 
an attack’. 

It continues: “Although wounded, this non¬ 
commissioned officer went forward alone, with a 
view to silencing a machine gun which was inflicting 
much damage. He worked up most skilfully along 
a communication trench, approached the gun from 


behind, disabled it and killed two of the team as they 
were abandoning the gun. 

“As this machine gun had been a serious obstacle 
in the advance to the second objective, the results 
obtained by Lance Corporal Bryan’s gallant action 
were very far-reaching.” 

In an interview with the St. George’s Gazette in June 
1917, LCpI Bryan said: “Creeping over the top, I went 
from shell hole to shell hole. Whilst making my way 
along, I was spotted by one of the enemy, who, letting 
drive, caught me in the right arm. Following this bit of 
hard luck, I decided to try a bit of rapid fire on the place 
where I thought the machine gun was placed and, on 
this being carried out, the gun which had been spitting 
forth its fire of death barked no more.” 

Lance Corporal Bryan was presented with his Victoria 
Cross by King George V in June 1917 in front of a 
crowd of 40,000 people at St James’ Park, Newcastle. 

His medals were acquired by the Lord Ashcroft 
collection in 2000 and are currently on display at the 
Imperial War Museum. 

The borough commemoration which includes a 
short service, led by Reverend Simon Falshaw and the 
unveiling of the memorial stone dedicated to Bryan, 
will take place at 2pm on Sunday, April 9, at the war 
memorial in Mary Stevens Park, Stourbridge. 

Lance Corporal Bryan’s memorial will be the second 
of three to be installed across the borough, joining 
Second Lieutenant Edward Felix Baxter’s memorial, 
also located in Mary Stevens Park. 

The third memorial, to Private Thomas Barratt of 
Coseley, will be commemorated on July 27. 

Each plaque will be unveiled 100 years to the day of 
each man’s gallantry which earned them their Victoria 
Cross. 



A CHANGING ROOMS 

IMPROVING AND MAINTAINING YOUR HOME 

Bathrooms • Kitchens * Home Improvements 



Wet Room Specialists & Easy 
Access Bathing Solutions 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

W ith more people living longer, staying at home longer and 
less places in residential care there is much more need for 
adaptations in the home. Changing Rooms are a local family run 
company with quality and care at the heart of what we offer. 

As we have seen an upturn in the need for people to adapt their homes, the 
pressure on local authorities and the NHS to return residents to their own 
homes Changing Rooms have set out to address this ever increasing problem. 

At our showroom in Upper Gornal Dudley we now have an assisted bathing/ 
easy access area displaying different types of wet room and showering 
options. With over 30 years experience we feel we have both the knowledge 
and expertise in this area. 

We offer home visits and written quotations sent by post or email giving 
potential customers time to decide without feeling pressurised. We provide a 
fast efficient service covering every aspect from concept to completion and 
first class after care. 

Due to high demand our local authority is under immense pressure to deliver 
these services with contractors well over capacity. 

Here at Changing Rooms we are very proud to be listed in the Age UK books 
of recommend contractors published in association with trading standards by 
both Dudley and Wolverhampton councils. 

If it’s a new beautiful bathroom you want or you need adaptations to make life 
easier and bathing more accessible then please get in touch or pop into our 
showroom and see how we can help you. 












































Project backs 
learning plan 

A £51 million project which looks 
to get more young people into work 
around the Black Country is backing 
a national scheme. 

The Black Country Impact 
programme, which is made up of 
five partners from Dudley Council, 
Sandwell Council, Walsall Council, 
Wolverhampton Council and Black 
Country Talent Match, is promoting 
just how young people can use 
apprenticeships as a ladder of 
opportunity. 

The project brings together 
employers and young adults 
from across the Black Country 
to encourage people to choose 
apprenticeships and improve their 
employability. 

It supported 2017 National 
Apprenticeship Week, which took 
place in March and celebrated 
10 years of young people 
being encouraged to choose 
apprenticeships to start a career. 

The Department of Education has 
said 624,000 people have started 
apprenticeships in England since 
May 2015. 

They are available in 1,500 job 
roles, covering more than 170 
industries, with employers saying 
that qualified apprentices are 15 
per cent more employable than 
those with other qualifications. The 
opportunities for young adults and 
businesses are clear to see, bringing 
an improved local labour market and 
stronger local economy. 

If you’re interested in starting an 
apprenticeship or taking on an 
apprentice at your firm visit www. 
dudley.gov.uk/bcimpact or call 
01384 813567. 

You can also follow them on 
Twitter at @BC_lmpact or find Black 
Country Impact on Facebook. 


Organisers share details of 
mega Midlands bike race 

Full details of Velo Birmingham’s 100-mile 
closed road route have been announced. 

Starting on Broad Street, Birmingham, on 
Sunday, September 24, the track will take 
15,000 cyclists on a breathtaking journey from 
city to country and back into the city, passing 
through Dudley, Herefordshire, Sandwell, 

Staffordshire and Worcestershire. 

On leaving Birmingham, the Velo 
Birmingham route follows the A456, Hagley 
Road West, then takes the A458 through 
Halesowen and Cradley towards Stourbridge 
before turning south on the A4036 and B4186. 

The route leaves the borough via the A451, 

Norton Road and takes in the southern part 
of Staffordshire, before riders continue on to 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 

Upon crossing the finish line on Broad Street, 
riders will be directed to the Barclaycard Arena 
(NIA), Velo Birmingham’s official finish venue, 
to celebrate their achievement with fellow 
riders, friends and family. 

The route has been agreed in partnership 
with Birmingham, Dudley, Herefordshire, 

Worcestershire, Staffordshire and Sandwell 
councils as well as emergency services 
and transport operators to minimise the 
inconvenience of the event. 

Extensive road closures will be in place 
throughout the day in order to safely deliver 
the race. 

General entries sold out just four days 
after they went on sale but charity places 
for potential riders are still available for the 
CSMActive-organised event. 

Businesses and residents based on or 
near the route are advised to visit www. 
velobirmingham.com/the-route/road- closures 
to find out the road closure timings and how 
best to navigate around them on the day. 
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Events to 
boost fraud 
awareness 

People can find out more about fraud, 
scams and rogue traders at an awareness 
event being held by Dudley’s community 
safety partnership, Safe & Sound. 

It will be holding the free sessions at 
Queens Cross Network in Wellington 
Road, Dudley, on Wednesday, April 19 
from 10am to noon and again from 1pm 
to 3pm. 

The sessions will be delivered by 
Dudley Council, West Midlands Police 
and the Illegal Money Lending Team, 
and they are suitable for residents and 
professionals. 

They aim to raise awareness of various 
frauds, scams and loan sharks while 
providing information on reporting 
incidents and where to get help and 
support. 

safe & sound also looks to address 
possible worries surrounding possible 
crime, disorder, anti-social behaviour and 
substance misuse. 

Other partners include the National 
Probation Service and Staffordshire and 
West Midlands Community Rehabilitation 
Company. 

To find more information about the 
sessions, visit www.eventbrite.com and 
then search for events in Dudley. 


BENCHMARX 

Kltoh«m« and Joinary 


Benchmarx 
Kitchens & Joinery 

Pear Tree Lane, 
Dudley, 

West Midlands. 

DY2OQU 

TEL: 01384 480965 
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New football 
games to get 
people active 

People can give their fitness a kick- 
start with new walking football sessions 
at Dudley Leisure Centre. 

The Dudley Council facility in 
Wellington Road is running the activity 
in order to give men and women of all 
abilities a chance to enjoy the beautiful 
game of football, but at a slower pace. 

Sessions, which cost £3.50, take 
place every Tuesday from 6pm to 7pm 
and are being run in conjunction with 
Black Country in Motion. 

In the adapted game, only walking is 
allowed and the ball cannot be headed 
or played over head height. 

It is primarily aimed at men and 
women aged 50 and over but those 
who have low fitness levels or injuries 
are also welcome. 

For more information contact 
Rachel on 07532 411166 or email 
rachelsmith@blackcountryinmotion. 
org.uk or alternatively call Dudley 
Leisure Centre on 01384 812800. 



Schools' good ratings 


Two Dudley Council schools 
have retained their good statuses 
following recent inspections. 

Amblecote Primary School, which 
had 300 pupils at the time of its 
inspection, was praised for having a 
good leadership team, maintaining 
a high quality of education, being 
passionate about staff and pupils, 
for having well behaved students 
and for exhibiting energy and 
integrity. 

Ofsted also praised the school, 
in School Drive, Stourbridge, for 
making improvements in several 
areas including attendance rates, 
safeguarding procedures and 
assessments. 

The school’s headteacher Ann 


Mason, said: “I would like to thank 
our staff, pupils and governors for 
their ongoing hard work, dedication 
and commitment, which is reflected 
in the Ofsted report. 

“We all share in a common 
vision of ‘at Amblecote we achieve 
because in our pupils we believe’ 
and we will continue to strive 
towards having the best possible 
outcomes for all our pupils.” 

The Ofsted report stated that one 
parent had told inspectors: “My five 
children have all loved going to this 
school. 

“It is a good school and the 
teachers make sure the children 
do very well,” and that this was a 
‘typical’ view held by parents. 


And in a letter to Mrs Mason, 
inspectors said: “You and your 
deputy headteacher are passionate 
about the staff and pupils at this 
school. 

“You both exhibit energy and 
integrity and have secured 
systematic improvements since the 
last inspection.” 

Rosewood Specialist Status 
School, which had 53 pupils aged 
11 to 16 when it was inspected, was 
also praised for providing a good 
education. 

A feeling of team spirit was 
noted across the school, with high 
praise from pupils and parents for 
supporting the children in becoming 
well-rounded individuals. 


The school’s headteacher 
David Kirk was pleased with the 
inspectors’ verdict. 

He said: “At Rosewood we are 
proud to work with and support 
children with complex and 
challenging needs and I would 
like to thank our staff, pupils and 
governors for their ongoing hard 
work, dedication and commitment, 
which is reflected in the report. 

“We have redeveloped our 
curriculum, introduced fun 
ways of improving attendance 
and have effective systems for 
managing behaviour and improving 
achievement, which are having 
a positive impact on pupils’ 
education.” 


More time 
for threes 



Extra time for 
threes ..Tours 

From September working parents 
will be able to access up to 30 hours 
of free childcare and early learning 
during term time. 

Currently all three-year-olds are 
entitled to 15 hours of free childcare 
from the term after their third 
birthday. 

The new entitlement will allow 
children whose parents work over 
16 hours per week to claim an 
additional 15 hours. 

This means 30 hours per week 
during term time or dependant on 
their provider, up to 1,140 hours 
‘stretched’ over 52 weeks. 

As with the current 15-hour 
entitlement, the additional hours will 
be available to children from the term 
after their third birthday. Those who 
aren’t entitled will carry on receiving 
their current 15-hour provision. 

Parents will be able to apply for 
the additional entitlement through 
a parent portal on the HMRC 
website before having their eligibility 
confirmed and verified. 

Parents will then need to revisit the 
parent portal every three months to 
verify their eligibility for the 30 hours 
hasn’t changed. 

These additional 15 hours can be 
taken between the hours of 6am to 
8pm and split over two providers on 
any day. 




BESPOKE CUSTOM MADE 
CURTAINS & BLINDS 
100’s OF FABRICS TO CHOOSE FROM 


www.kfordgolfcentre.co.uk 

01384 404014 


If Total 
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Castle & Crystal Credit Union 

Your local community bank 


Call us to find out why so many people choose 
Lifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.com 

Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors 
Now Available 


Apply online today 

www.castleandcrystal.co.uk 


01384 295960 

www.totalsewing.co.uk 
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Windows 


“Tfcid/men not fole/men" 

• Windows • 10,000 local installations available for 

• Doors viewing - please ask 

• Conservatories • Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave 

• Fascias or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• Guttering • No sales reps, no sub contractors 


ACCOUNTANCY 

services 


Self Assessment Tax Returns 
Business Accounts 
Corporation Tax 
Bookkeeping and VAT 
Company Formations 
Business Start-ups 
Payroll and RTI 
Help with CIS 


www.taxassist.co.uk 

www.taxassist.co.uk 


TaxAssist Accountants 




Ethical savings 
accounts, 
Affordable loans 
Not-for-profit 
financial 
co-operative 

Membership 
available to everyone 
who lives 

or works within the 
borough of Dudley 


25 New Street, Dudley DY1 1LT 01384 815771 

@Castle_Crystal is 

/CastleCrystalCreditUnion 

Castle and Crystal Credit Union is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 
Firm reference number 213711 


Dudley 


Baxter/ 
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Quality Cake Makers 
and Sugarcraft Supplies 

Designer/Bespoke cakes for any occasion 

NOW BOOKING 2017/18 WEDDINGS 


Sugarcraft Supplies 

BOARDS, BOXES, RIBBONS, TRIMMINGS, TOPPERS 


Hire Service 

OVER 400 CAKE TINS AND 55 CAKE STANDS FOR HIRE 


Evening Classes 

LEARN CAKE MAKING AND DECORATING FROM £9 


• We can measure make & fit your curtains & blinds 
• Poles and tracks supplied & fitted 

FREE lining OR 10% OFF made to 
measure curtains in April 


Shop 2, Barnett Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 9PJ 

Q Telephone: 01384 402204 

www.occasionalcakesuk.com 


• Wool • Dress Fabrics • Knitting and dress patterns 
• Clothing alterations with tailoress on site 


Open 9am - 5pm Mon to Fri 9am - 4pm Saturday 

7 The Cross, Kingswinford DY6 9JA 


TO SEE OUR FULL RANGE OF PRODUCTS AND 
SERVICES CALL IN OR CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 


Electric Shaver 


(Deeastonaf! Cakes 


Specialists 
Stockist of spares for 

Braun • Phillips • Remington • 
Hitachi • Panasonic 
Full range of New 
Shavers in 


I Priory Court. Touier Street. Dudley. 
Ule/t midland/. DYI I BE 
Jsdafthom: 01384 253160 













































































Region wins funding 
to support victims of 
domestic abuse 

A region-wide project to help 
the victims of domestic abuse 
has secured government funding 
amounting to £639,000, some of 
which will be spent in Dudley. 

This share of the pledged £20 
million for services across the 
UK comes after Solihull Council 
led a bid on behalf of seven West 
Midlands local authorities. 

The bid aims to provide more 
refuge spaces for women and 
children, improve services for victims 
with particular needs and build on 
the cross regional support available. 

The West Midlands councils 
involved are Dudley, Solihull, 
Coventry, Birmingham, Sandwell, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton and 
Women’s Aid groups throughout 
Coventry, Wolverhampton, 
Birmingham and Solihull and the 
Black Country. 

Regional developments could also 
include providing specialist services 
and enhancing support for victims. 

The partnership working across 
the region will feed in to future 
planning and development, shaping 
improved services in the long term. 

New handbook 
for tenants 

Dudley tenants will be more 
informed about their rights and 
responsibilities thanks to an updated 
handbook. 

Dudley Council’s revised tenants’ 
handbook is available for download 
following its launch. 

It contains information and 
guidance about tenancies. 

Download it from www.dudley. 
gov.uk/resident/housing/council- 
housing/tenants-handbook 


Chance to find wedding 
dress of your dreams 



Blushing brides are reminded 
that they can find the dress of 
their dreams at a unique bridal 
boutique in Stourbridge. 

Dudley Council’s registrars moved 
its I do 2 wedding dress collection 
to a new bridal boutique based in 
the recently refurbished Thomas 
Robinson Building-formerly the 
Lye and Wollescote Chapels - last 
year and it has gone from strength 
to strength. 

The boutique is located in the 


building’s basement and has more 
than 80 bridal gowns on display, 
ranging in price from £50 to £250. 

Many of the gowns are pre-loved 
but brand new dresses are available 
and the majority of the dresses are 
sold on behalf of and to raise funds 
for Mary Stevens Hospice. 

The boutique is open Monday to 
Saturday 9am to 4pm but brides are 
advised to book an appointment in 
advance. Email marriage.enquiry@ 
dudley.gov.uk or call 01384 818349. 
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Housing benefit 
queries answered 
by local authority 

Are you receiving the correct amount of 
housing benefit? 

Dudley Council is continuing to roll out 
its campaign to encourage residents 
who receive housing benefit to keep the 
council up to date with changes that may 
affect their benefit and avoid penalties for 
incorrect claims. 

The campaign, funded by the 
Department for Work & Pensions, runs 
until the end of March and highlights the 
types of changes to circumstances that 
can influence the amount of housing 
benefit or council tax reduction a person 
receives. 

Anyone who receives either of these 
benefits has a legal responsibility to 
notify the council of a change in their 
circumstances. 

Such a change can include, but is not 
limited to, changes in income or savings 
for anyone in the household; changes 
to benefits a person may be receiving; 
changes in the number of people living 
in the property; anyone in the household 
starting or stopping work; a child leaving 
school; changes in the cost of your rent 
or a change in pension. 

For more information, or to report 
a change in circumstances, you can 
complete an online form by visiting www. 
dudley.gov.uk/benefits, call 0300 555 
8100, or speak to someone at Dudley 
Council Plus. 


Kitchens to 
be proud of 


Contessa kitchens ltd. Est 1986 

Unit 1, Barnett Lane, Kingswinford DY6 9PJ 

BUY WITH THE ADDED SECURITY OF 
YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM 

• Established over 30 years 

• Friendly top quality service in design, planning and installation 

• Quotes can be matched on a like-for-like basis 

Doug and Jonathan actually install the kitchens, everything is done ‘inhouse’ 
l/l/e take time and care to leave you with ‘Your Dream Kitchen’ 



AVERY BRITISH KITCHEN 

b</ GEORGE CLARKE 

For further information call in to see Maureen and Doug 
at The Showroom or telephone 01384 271588 


sales@contessakitchens.co.uk 


Book-keeping, Payroll, VAT, 
Accountancy and Taxation 



Clover Accountancy Ltd 

FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND 


01384 459714 

www.cloveraccountancy.co.uk 

barryhubble@cloveraccountancy.co.uk 


The Fireplace Studio 
of Sedgley 



WE ARE A VALOR CENTRE 


Don’t miss it! 

FIREPLACES FROM 
WORCESTER MARBLE, 
ELGIN & HALL, BE MODERN 

The Fireplace Studio Alderwood 
Precinct, Northway, Sedgley DY3 3QY 
(next to the Cabin Public House) 

01902 662796 

OPENING TIMES: 

Mon - Sat 10-4pm Closed Sundays 


CROCODILE COMPUTERS 


• Desktop & Laptop Repairs 

• iPad Repairs 

- Service & Upgrades 
Data Transfer and Backups 

• Virus and Malware Removed 


Chargers and Screens Replaced 

T^l : 01384 458883 

C«M Irmm rr«»*«ty 



COACHES 

LIMITED 


Unit 8, Bridge Trading Estate, St Peters Road, Netherton DY2 9ET 
tel/fax 01384 564751 Mobile 07831 365873 
We now accept major credit cards 

49 seat coach with toilet, 53 seater 32 seat and 
2x 16 seat mini bus one wheelchair accessible 


DATE 

DAY TRIP 

ADULT 

CHILD 

Saturday 15th April 2017 

Weston Super Mare Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

Easter Monday 17th April 2017 

Southport Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

Easter Monday 17th April 2017 

Blackpool Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 

1st May 2017 

Weston Super Mare Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

Saturday 20th May 2017 

Evesham Country Park and Bourton on the Water Depart 9am Return 5pm 

£15 

£12 

Spring Bank Holiday Monday 
29th May 2017 

Blackpool Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

Saturday 17th June 2017 

Weston Air Festival Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

Saturday 24th June 2017 

Southport Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

Saturday 1 st July 2017 

Bourton on the Water Depart 9am Return 5pm 

£13 

£10 

Saturday 15th July 2017 

LLandudno Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£20 

£15 

Saturday 22ndJuly 2017 

Cheddar and Weston Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£18 

£14 

Saturday 5th August 2017 

Southport Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

Saturday 12th August 2017 

Blackpool Air Show Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 

Tuesday 15th August 2017 

Moreton- in-Marsh Market Day Depart 9am Return 5pm 

£13 

£10 

Saturday 19th August2017 

Wellsbourne Market and Stratford upon Avon Depart 9am Return 5pm 

£15 

£12 

Wednesday 23rd August 2017 

Drayton Manor Theme Park Times and prices to be confirmed 



August Bank Holiday Monday 
28th August 2017 

Blackpool Depart 8am Return 6pm 

£15 

£12 


LUXURY COACHES FOR HIRE 

16 SEATER ALSO FOR CONTRACT WORK ■ PRIVATE HIRE - STAG/HEN 
PARTIES NIGHTS OUT - AIRPORTS - SCHOOL TRIPS - WEDDINGS ETC 
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Living in 

Dudley 


Get saving on 
energy bills 

The Big Switch has been running for 
several years and is growing in popularity 
as a result of the fabulous potential 
savings to be made on home energy bills. 
Savings of up to £300 a year are typically 
made when registering. 

With gas and electricity bills on the 
rise and research indicating people are 
reluctant to change providers because 
they find it too confusing, the Big 
Switch is the perfect solution. Part of a 
national government scheme, it sees 
councils coming together to take part in 
a collective energy switching auction, 
ensuring the very best energy deals 
through the power of bulk buying. 

If you are on a standard variable tariff 
you will see big savings through the Big 
Switch. Indications are that energy prices 
will continue to rise throughout this year, 
so it’s well worth getting the very best 
deal you can. 

The next Big Switch scheme will open 
to people in April and will run until May 
23. Householders will then have the 
option of switching energy supplier to the 
company offering the best deal. There is 
no obligation to switch, so there really is 
nothing to lose. 

Registering is simple by either calling 
Dudley Council Plus on 0300 555 2345 or 
online at www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch 


Celebrate St George's 
Day at Dudley Zoo 



Dudley Council and Dudley Zoological Gardens have teamed up to host a day to celebrate the legend of St George 


Bargain tickets are available now 
for St George’s Day celebrations 
at Dudley Zoological Gardens. 

Dudley Council and Dudley 
Zoological Gardens have teamed up 
to host a fantastic day to celebrate 
the legend of St George on Sunday, 
April 23. 

To mark the occasion, the zoo 
has a limited number of tickets for 


people to gain admission to the 
attraction from 3pm at just £2.50 per 
person. 

Visitors will be able to join in the 
fun in the 11th century castle’s 
courtyard with St George-themed 
activities including medieval re¬ 
enactments, children’s entertainer 
Dippy, dragon puppets, stilt walkers, 
face painting and crafts. 


There will also be extra talks and 
feeds at the penguin and sea lion 
enclosures for families to enjoy. 
History talks and ghost tours will 
be taking place throughout the 
afternoon and refreshments will 
be available from the Queen Mary 
restaurant. 

Zoo director, Derek Grove, said: 
“We’re delighted to be teaming up 


with Dudley Council in celebrating 
St George’s Day again this year and 
look forward to welcoming borough 
residents to DZG, for what promises 
to be another great event.” 

People can book tickets online 
now by visiting www.dudleyzoo. 
org.uk or alternatively they can call 
01384 215313. 


Step out for 
annual trail 

Walkers from across the country 
are set to don their boots for the 
annual Dudley Borough Trail. 

The event, which attracts more 
than 2,000 people every year, will 
take place on Sunday, April 30 and 
promises to be bigger and better 
than ever before. 

Walks of six, nine, 12, 20 and 
28 miles are on offer, with routes 
covering the hidden beauty and 
proud industrial heritage of the 
borough. 

Participants can walk at their own 
pace and will take in the sights of 
canal towpaths, disused railway 
lines, country footpaths and a few 
roads as part of the walks. 

All walks start at Dudley Leisure 
Centre and each has its own 
designated starting time, between 
8am and noon. 

This year is the 37th year in which 
the event has been held. 

Checkpoints are strategically 
placed along each of the five 
routes to ensure the well being and 
whereabouts of walkers and light 
refreshments are available. Everyone 
who completes a trail will receive a 
certificate of achievement. 

Some routes pass pubs and go 
through internationally-regarded 
nature reserves. 

It costs £3 per person to join the 
28 and 20-mile routes, £2.50 for the 
12 and nine-mile routes and £1.50 to 
walk the gentler six-mile route. 

An additional fee of 50p will be 
charged for all entries on the day. 

The event has been organised in 
association with Action Heart and is 
supported by Let’s Get Active. 

Entry forms are available online at 
www.dudley.gov.uk/dudleytrail, from 
Dudley Council’s leisure centre and 
libraries or by calling Himley Hall on 
01384 817817. 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 
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Upvc windows from 

£245.00 


Conservatory Offer 
3X3 EDWARDIAN OR 
VICTORIAN 

Include base, dwarf walls 
Plastering, 2 opening 
per window 

2 double sockets & light 

From £7500 
fully fitted 



10 reasons to choose Midland cc/i/c 

upvc windows and doors MASSIVE 

• Family run business SAVINGS 

• Managed by surveyors with 40 years of experience nai n 11 

• No subcontractors 

• 10 year insurance guarantee with home pro MARCH 

• All windows and doors are A rated 

• Free quotes 

• No pushy salesmen 

• All products are secured by design 

• Approved by Certass CertctSS 

• Deal direct with the owner 


Any size composite door 
any standard colour from 

£900 fully fitted 

Special offer upvc front 
and backdoor 

£1150 fully fitted 


ORDERS 



Up v HomePro 

Picture for illustration purposes. T/C’s APPLY 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 
TELEPHONE LINES OPEN TIL 8PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Playhouses, Summer 
Houses and all types of 
fence panels and bays 

Fitted, delivered 
and erected 



r 
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Wheatmill Bakrr|| 



Fresh bread 
baked daily 

Large range 
of delicious 
cakes 

Best hot pork 
sandwiches 
in the Black 
Country 


Buffets and parties 
catered for 

Follow us on Facebook J 


Unit 2, Lapwood Avenue (off Bromley Lane) 
Kingswinford DY6 8RP 01384 70035 





All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than^ 

A phone call!!! 


Scrap cars 
REMOVED FOR FREE 


Open 7 days a week 

07920885774 
or 01384 24 09 56 


ANDY ORMEROD 

Heating, Plumbing 


Gas Safe 87022 ACS approved 

Landlords Gas Certificates issued 
Servicing of Gas Appliances including installations 
General Plumbing work undertaken 

l Member of the Approved Traders, Fix-A-Home Scheme 


Tel: 01384 386944 
Mobile: 07974 549460 

















































Easter at the 
Glass Cone 

Youngsters can enjoy a cracking 
range of activities and crafts with 
Juniors at Museums (JAM) club 
at the Red House Glass Cone this 
Easter. 

A free Easter duck trail, where 
children can hunt for ducks around 
the site, will be available every day 
until Sunday, April 23. 

There will be a glass craft session 
for children aged five and over on 
Saturday, April 1 where youngsters 
can make an Easter jar. The session 
costs £2.50 per jar, runs from 
11.30am to 1.30pm and there’s no 
need to book. 

There are two bookable glass 
fusion sessions where families with 
children aged five and over can 
make their very own creature in 
glass for collection at a later date. 

These include Easter bunnies on 
Tuesday, April 11 and glass dragons 
on Wednesday, April 19. Sessions 
run at 10.30am, 11.30am, 1pm and 
2pm and cost £4.50 per bunny or 
dragon. Parents need to stay with 
their children during the session. 

There are Easter hunts on 
Wednesday, April 12 and Thursday, 
April 13 with sessions running 
throughout the day from 10.30am. 
These need to be booked in 
advance and cost £2.50 per child. 

The designer makers on site will be 
running various drop-in chargeable 
activities and the Red House Cone 
Coffee House will be open for 
business throughout Easter. 

The Red House Glass Cone, High 
Street, Wordsley, is open 10am to 
3pm Monday to Friday and 11 am - 
4pm at the weekends. Admission is 
free. Follow the Cone on Twitter @ 
redhousecone and Facebook or visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/ 
museums 



B Squadron, Royal Yeomanry 

Armed forces bonanza 


Stall holders are encouraged to 
show their support at this year’s 
Armed Forces Day which is 
promising to be bigger and better 
than ever. 

Armed Forces Day 2017 will 
be held at Himley Hall in June to 
celebrate the work of servicemen 
and women past and present. 

Stall holders are encouraged to 
apply early if they would like a trade 
stand at the show as craft, food 
and army surplus stalls. They are 
a prominent and popular feature of 
the event. 

The event will run from 11 am to 
5pm on Sunday, June 25. It will 
include lots of fun and entertainment 
for all the family, including a 


climbing wall and archery range as 
well as vintage fairground rides and 
land girls show. 

There will also be a display of 
military vehicles for people to 
explore as well as military displays 
from the Army, Royal Navy and the 
RAF. 

The official Armed Forces Day will 
be held a day before, on June 24. 

The day, to mark the service of 
men and women in the armed 
forces, was first celebrated in 2006, 
first known as Veterans’ Day. It has 
been designated Armed Forces Day 
since 2009. 

To apply for a stall email jessica. 
haines@dudley.gov.uk or call 01384 Tpr Wayne Marsh and SSgt Dave George, B Squadron Royal Yeomanry 
817449 with Maria Kaye from Kiki and Honey’s Vintage Fair 
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Living in 

Dudley 


Composting 
revolution 
has arrived 

Borough residents can be ultra 
efficient with their composting if they 
take up the opportunity to buy a Green 
Johanna at a specially discounted 
price. 

The innovative Green Johanna 
Hot Composters are normally £119, 
but Dudley Council has 110 units 
available for borough residents to buy 
at the hugely discounted rate of £54, 
including delivery. 

This pioneering system looks like 
a normal compost bin but has much 
more functionality, including the 
opportunity to reuse both food and 
garden waste, turning it into compost in 
six months. 

It uses a patented aeration system 
and thicker wall sections to ensure 
temperatures remain consistently high 
and is designed to protect against 
vermin. 

To find out more about the 
opportunity to purchase the system 
for the discounted price go to www. 
recyclefordudley.org.uk/food-waste. 
html 





LOW - LOW PRICES 


THE BEST TIME EVER TO BUY A NEW BOILER 

WE SUPPLY AND FIT EVERY BRAND OF BOILER ON THE MARKET 


DEAL f) 

COMBI - COMBI SWAP 
FREE WIRELESS CONTROL 
FREE SYSTEM FLUSH. 

£1499.00 


DEAL Q 

TANKS / CYLINDER REMOVED 
NEW COMBI - BOILER. 
FREE WIRELESS CONTROL 
FREE SYSTEM FLUSH. 

£1799.00 


DEAL 0 

FULL HEATING SYSTEM 
UPTO 7 RADIATORS/COMBI 
- BOILER 

ALL PIPE-WORK INCLUDED. 

£2599.00 


UPTO 10 YEARS 

FREE PARTS/LABOUR 
ON ALL OUR BOILERS 

^^fORCESTER 


APPROVED INSTALLER 


BOILER PRE - WINTER CHECKS ONLY £39.00 (USUALLY £72) 
CALL NOW DEAL DIRECT WITH THE OWNER (NO SALESMEN) 


NEXT DAY BOILER 

URGENT NEXT DAY REPLACEMENT IF 
YOUR BOILER IS BROKEN 
(NO HEATING / WATER) IF ORDERED 
BEFORE 1 PM DAY BEFORE. 


A FAMILY 
BUSINESS WITH 
30YRS EXPERIENCE 


CALL PLUMBS RITE (ASK FOR PAUL) 

01384 - 293044 


IF UNANSWERED PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE (I MAY BE IN THE LOFT!!!) 

E-MAIL plumb.rite@hotmail.co.uk 
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Former Bucks Fizz stars are on the bill 


Top stars on the way 


There’s a packed programme of 
music, comedy and theatre at 
Dudley borough town halls this 
spring. 

People visiting Dudley or 
Stourbridge Town Hall can choose 
from a rib-tickling range of stand- 
up comedy with Russell Kane and 
Rich Hall both taking to the stage 
in Stourbridge as part of national 
tours. 

Russell Kane’s Right Man, 

Wrong Age runs on April 30 with 
Rich Hall’s Hoedown performing 
on May 19. 

Jenny Eclair’s How To Be A 
Middle Aged Woman (Without 
Going Insane) show will be on at 
Dudley Town Hall on May 18. 


Jasper Carrott’s Stand Up & 
Rock show is coming to Dudley 
Town Hall on April 21 and 22 
where he will also be joined by 
ELO legend Bev Bevan as well as 
Geoff Turton and Phil Tree for a 
night of music and mirth. 

If music is more people’s thing 
Cheryl, Mike & Jay, formerly 
of Bucks Fizz, will be running 
through their back catalogue at 
Dudley Town Hall on June 29. 

They will be joined by special 
guest Bobby McVay for the night 
which will include hit such as ‘My 
Camera Never Lies’, ‘Land Of 
Make Believe’ and ‘Making Your 
Mind Up’ in a career which sold 15 
million records worldwide. 


Theatregoers have the chance to 
experience the very best of British 
theatre in Stourbridge, without 
needing to travel to London or 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

The unique National Theatre Live 
programme continues throughout 
2017 with shows broadcast 
live directly from the stage to 
Stourbridge Town Hall’s large 
cinema screen. 

The hall will be hosting 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are 
Dead with the National Theatre 
Live on April 20 and Julius Caesar 
with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company Live on April 26. 

Each production is filmed in front 
of a live theatre audience with 


cameras positioned throughout 
the auditorium to ensure that 
the live cinema audience always 
get the best possible seat in the 
house. Around 150 people make 
it to Stourbridge Town Hall every 
week for the Monday Movie 
Matinee on the big cinema screen. 

The Light Between Oceans will 
be showing on April 3. 

More details and tickets for all 
the shows can be found by visiting 
www.boroughhalls.co.uk or by 
calling the box office on 01384 
812812. People can also follow 
Dudley Borough Halls on Twitter 
@BoroughHalls and keep up- 
to-date on Facebook by visiting 
www.fb.me/BoroughHalls 


All coming up in Dudley soon 


April 1 

11:30 am -1:30 pm Glass 
Crafts: Easter Jars 
Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley 
April 1-11 

2-5pm ‘A Time It Was’by Phil 
Loach 

Himley Hall, Dudley 
April 1 

2 - 5pm ‘Costume & Kit’ A 
Step back in Time 
Himley Hall, Dudley 
April 7 

10:30 am-3:30 pm Fabric 
Faffers: Pom Poms 
Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley 
April 8-23 

10am-5pm Egg-citing Easter 
Activities 

Black Country Living Museum, 
Dudley 
April 8-23 

10am-3pm Family Trail: Easter 
Ducks 

Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley Stourbridge 
April 11 

10:30 am-3pm Glass fusion: 
Easter bunny 
Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley Stourbridge 
Apil 12-13 

10:30am-3pm Easter Hunt 
Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley 
April 12 

11am-3pm Bob Bunny’s 
Eggcellent Adventure 
Himley Hall, Dudley 
April 12 

11am-3pm Teddy Bears Picnic 
Mary Stevens Park, 

Stourbridge 
April 14 

10am-12pm Bluebell planting 
Mary Stevens Park, 

Stourbridge 
April 14-15 

8:30pm-1am The BIG Soul, 
Motown & Disco Party 
The Venue, Dudley 
April 15 

10am-4pm Easter Treasure 
Trail 

Mary Stevens Park, 


Stourbridge 
April 15 

11am-4pm The Locksmith’s 
House - Spring Tour 
The Locksmith’s House, 
Willenhali 
April 16 

12pm-2:30pm Easter Sunday 
meal at The Venue 
The Venue, Dudley 
April 18 
11am-12pm 

Scavenger Hunt Treasure Trail 
Mary Stevens Park, 
Stourbridge 
April 19 

10:30 am-3pm Glass fusion: 
Dragons 

Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley Stourbridge 
April 20 

11am-12pm Egg & Spoon race 
& Egg rolling 
Mary Stevens Park, 
Stourbridge 
21/04/2017 

10:00 am -11:30 am Making 
Seed Bombs 
Mary Stevens Park, 
Stourbridge 
April 23 

3pm-7pm St George’s Day 
celebrations at Dudley Zoo 
Dudley Zoological Gardens, 
Dudley 
April 26 
10am-11:30am 
Stourbridge Glass Walk 
Mary Stevens Park, 
Stourbridge 
April 28-July 28 
10am-4pm New Acquisitions 
exhibition at The Lace Guild 
The Lace Guild, 53 Audnam 
Stourbridge 
April 28 

10:30am-12:30pm Adult Crafts: 
Decorating glass 
Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley Stourbridge 
April 29 

8:45am-4pm Wake up the Zoo 
Dudley Zoological Gardens, 
Dudley 
April 30 

8am-8pm Dudley Trail 
Dudley Leisure Centre, Dudley 


May 1 

10am-5:30pm Black Country 
Man Canal Boat Trips 
Bonded Warehouse, 
Stourbridge 
May 5 

10:30 am-12:30pm Fabric 
Faffers: Felting mini beasts 
Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley 
May 6-7 

10am-4:30pm Model Railway 
Exhibition 

The Bonded Warehouse, 
Stourbridge 
May 6 

10am-5pm Reclaim 
Photography West Midlands 
exhibition 

Black Country Living Museum, 
Dudley 
May 6 

10am-4pm RNLI - 6 Hour 
Lifeboat Race 
Himley Hall, Dudley 
May 6 

11am-5pm Take a Walk on the 
Wild Side 

Dudley Zoological Gardens, 
Dudley 
May 6 

11:30am-1:30pm Glass Crafts: 
Sun Catcher 
Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley, Stourbridge 
May 7 

9:30 am-4:30 pm British Mini 
Day 

Himley Hall, Dudley 
May 12 

10:30am-12:30pm Scrap Glass 
Crafts 

Red House Glass Cone, 
Wordsley Stourbridge 
May 12 

7:30pm-10:15pm Friday Night is 
Music Night 
Bonded Warehouse, 
Stourbridge 
May 12-13 

8:30pm-1am Lady Gaga & Pink 
Tribute 

The Venue, Dudley 
May 13 

lOam-lpm Push the Boat Out 
Himley Hall, Dudley 
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Private Hire • Tours • Group Travel 

EASTER DAY TRIPS 

Saturday 15th April 

WESTON 
SUPER MARE 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £15.00 

Monday 17th April 

SOUTHPORT 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 
Child £15.00 

Tuesday 18th April 

COTSWOLD MARKET & BOURTON ON 
THE WATER 

Adults £16.00 O.A.P £15.00 Child £14.00 

Saturday 22nd April 

CHESTER 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £15.00 

Tuesday 25th April 

LUNCH AT THE 
MARCH HARE 
& ON TO THE EVESHAM 
COUNTRY PARK 

£24.00 including main 
course carvery 

Saturday 29th April & 

Monday 1st May 

VICTORIAN EXTRAVAGANZA & STEAM 
FAYREIN LLANDUDNO 

Fun fairs, carnival parade 

& street music a great family day out Adults £17.00 
O.A.P £16.00 Child £15.00 

Saturday 13th May 

WELLESBOURNE MARKET & STRATFORD 

Adults £15.00 O.A.P £14.00 Child £12.00 

Saturday 20th May 

LIVERPOOL 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £14.00 


www.2kstravel.co.uk 


MORE TRIPS AVAILABLE 


40, Louise Street, Gornal Wood, Dudley 

01902 670387 


Ticket 

To Advertise 
here please call 
Marina Gibbons 
on 

01902 319641 




just 

wanted to be Elvis 

P 


unk pioneer Suzi Quatro has 
long been celebrated for 
paving the way for women 
in rock, with a no-nonsense 
attitude and kickass lyrics to 
match. 

But surprisingly, looking back, Suzi had no idea there 
were even barriers to break down - and never considered 
herself as ‘gendered’; wanting, as a child, to grow up to 
be Elvis Presley. 

“I can’t say that I knew that was what was happening, 
but I will say that all this time, all I was ever doing I was 
being myself,” said Suzi, now aged 66. 

“I’ve never been a gendered person. I saw Elvis when 
I was six-years-old on TV and thought ‘that’s going to be 
me’. It didn’t even occur to me that he was a guy. 

“I’ve talked to guys about this. I think it had to be 
somebody like me to pave the way. 

“I kicked that door open, but I’d never had a female role 
model. 

“Not that I realised what I was doing back then. I’d been 
in bands since I was 14. 

“I wasn’t even aware there was a ‘door’.” 

Suzi, who achieved great success with hits such as 
Can The Can and 48 Crash, says that despite the difficult 
time in which her career began in the early seventies, 
she also never encountered any significant sexism or 
stereotyping - despite the issues which reportedly remain 
in the industry today. 

“I always took myself seriously. What you give out, you 
get back,” adds Suzi. 

“I was a serious bass player. Don’t mess with me - that 
was the vibe I gave out. 

“You know, you just can’t teach this to people. I can be 
one of the guys, up to a point - but there’s a line. 

“If men step over that line, they only do it once. 

“I had some issues in the very, very early days when 
playing clubs with the bands. They wanted us to wear 
mini skirts because we were girls. Not that I minded 
wearing skirts, I just didn’t like being dictated to. 

“I came from a family of four girls - and we’re 
all ballsy ladies. 

“I’m the kind of person who believes 
everyone should shine their light. Gender 
simply shouldn’t come into it. 

“If you want to stay at home and be a 
housewife, and that will make you happy, 
then do it. Be who you are.” 

Despite always carrying a very sexy 
image, Suzi rarely bared any skin - and, 
as such, takes a dim view of female stars 
feeling the need to expose themselves to 
obtain fame and recognition. 

“I think people like Cher and 
Madonna were true to themselves 
at the time,” says Suzi. 

“But nowadays, a lot of women 
stars are basically naked on 
stage. They think they’re running 
the show and that they’re in 
control, but they’re not. 

“I had a sexy image, but I 
was never up there exposing 
anything. 

“I’m really hoping it will turn 
around again soon. It’s not 
what I fought for.” 

The star will perform at the 
Genting Arena on October 
14, on the Legends Live 
tour - accompanied by Hot 
Chocolate, The Osmonds and 
David Essex. 

“I’m touring with David Essex - we 
used to see each other at every Top 
Of The Pops. I’m really pleased to 
be headlining this tour with people I 
know. We all started off in the same 
era. 

“I’m going to get a few poker 
games going, I tell you. 

“I can’t say I know The 
Osmonds as well though. 

“Errol Brown, meanwhile, was 
good friend. I loved him truly. 

Before I’d made it, I was at his 




house and asked if he could lend 
me £5. 

“For 35 years, every time I saw him 
after that, he’d say ‘don’t you pay me 
back, that was a lucky £5’. He was such a 
lovely man. 

“The show will pretty much be made up 
of all the hits - that’s what the fans will be 
there for.” 

Suzi, who previously had a show on 
ITV called Gas Street, has had plenty 
of experience in Birmingham, having 
filmed the programme there. 

“I like it very much. There’s a nice big 
shopping centre there, which I’ll 
certainly be visiting. I’m a mall- 
aholic any way,” laughs Suzi. 

“I’ll be sure to have an Indian 
meal while I’m in Birmingham 
too. It has to be done. Indian 
food isn’t big in the US like it is 
here, but I love it.” 

In recent years, Suzi has 
worked on other projects - 
forming a supergroup called 
QSP with Bilston-born Don 
Powell from Slade and Andy 
Scott from The Sweet. 

She also released a poetry 
book in 2014 named Through 
My Eyes and was named 
Doctor Of Music last October by 
Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge. 

“I don’t even have a high school 
diploma, so I was absolutely thrilled,” 
adds Suzi. 

“I have got a bucket list. And I’m 
very proud of the poetry I’ve released. 
“I’ve also formed a new band 
called QSP. The album’s come out in 
Australia and it’s already at number 
23 in their charts. 

“I’d really like to make a film of my 
life next. 

“I’m currently part way through 
writing a novel. I used a rock and 
roll girl as the lead character, but it’s 


I believe everyone 
should shine their 
light. Gender simply 
shouldn’t come into it 


not me. In fact, as the story goes on, the characters seem 
to have minds of their own. 

“And I’ve still got my Quatrophonic show on Radio Two. 
I’m a busy girl.” 

If given the opportunity to duet with anyone from 
history, Suzi says her top choices would include Elvis and 
Otis Redding. Modern day stars she’d like to work with, 
meanwhile, include Melissa Etheridge, Tom Petty or KT 
Tunstall. 

“I’m also a huge fan of Bob Dylan,” adds Suzi. 

“I’d give both arms and legs to work with him. 

“If I could meet anyone from throughout history, I 
would love to meet Jesus. He must have been the most 
charismatic of people. 

“He’d be a good dinner partner too - you’d never have 
to buy wine.” 

More than 45 years after she launched her solo career, 
Suzi says the greatest thrill is still performing live. 

“I really love my fans. It’s a huge thrill every show when 
I see everyone walking away with a smile on their faces 
- and I can think, ‘I did that’. If that happens, I really am a 
happy girl,” she adds. 

“You can’t buy that feeling for all the money in the 
world. 

“It’s just who I am, I’m a born entertainer.” 

Kirsten Rawlins 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
























Temples are evolving a unique 
new style of baroque and roll 


It doesn’t take too long with Temples’ 
second album Volcano to realise 
that a noticeable evolution has taken 
place, whilst the psychedelic pop 
band from Northamptonshire have 
kept intact the things fans loved 
about their debut, Sun Structures. 

Corkscrew-haired singer James Bagshaw 
says it’s all part of learning their craft and the 
sonic possibilities. He explains: “If there’s a 
sense of scale, it was really just a result of 
implementing a load of things that we didn’t 
know about the first time around.” 

Referring back to Sun Structures, a record 
that was recorded in his house in his native 
Kettering, James explains: “We didn’t even 


have a subwoofer to listen back to things that 
we did on Sun Structures.” 

Co-founding member and bassist Thomas 
Warmsley says: “We discovered a lot as we 
went along and the excitement at having done 
so radiates outwards.” 

It’s a point emphatically born out by the 
track Mystery Of Pop where Sam Toms’ 
brittle, piledriving rhythm clears the path for 
breathless baroque pop where synth and 
mellotron interweave to beguiling effect. 

Oh My Saviour was written in Japan, where 
Temples enjoy an enormous following, at 
the foot of Mount Fuji, near the site of the 
eponymous rock festival where they played. 
“That’s when the album began in earnest for 
me,” says James. 


Temples are back in Birmingham, at the 02 
Institute on Sunday, for their first gig in the 
city since their debut on the NME Tour exactly 
three years ago. 

The band’s confident approach must in 
part be a result of the critical acclaim Sun 
Structures received. Songs such as Keep In 
The Dark, Shelter Song and Mesmerise have 
dispersed into the collective consciousness. 
Among the converts were Johnny Marr and 
Noel Gallagher. By the end of 2014, Sun 
Structures had charted in 18 countries and 
become the year’s biggest-selling vinyl album 
in independent British record shops. 

This time around is that it’s harder to spot 
the influences. This is the sound of a band 
squaring up to their potential. 


From Russia with love 
of dance and banter 


Strictly Come Dancing star Pasha 
Kovalev brings his new show 
Let’s Dance the Night Away to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre on 
Sunday (April 9), a show charting 
Pasha’s life from Russia to Strictly 
stardom. 

“Let’s Dance the Night Away is a very 
personal show, because you will see my 
story of becoming a dancer, travelling the 
world with my dance career and following 
my dream,” says the 37-year-old professional 
dancer and Strictly champion, who is 
originally from Siberia. 

“It has been a long journey. I started 
dancing in Russia, moved to America, 
travelled the world and ended up here in the 
UK. Now I’m doing the best job ever!” 

He describes Let’s Dance The Night Away 


as ‘a full-on show, packed with incredible 
dancing, fun and adventure’. 

“There will be lots of dancing, lots of 
sequins and beautiful costumes, beautiful 
lights and amazing music. There are lots 
of surprises too. We will have audience 
participation, so some lucky people can jump 
on stage and show me what they’ve got. 

“I think the number that everyone will like is 
a paso doble. It’s very dramatic. There’s also 
singing... well I’m not going to be singing but 
we have professional singers who will do that! 
Everyone in the audience will find something 
that they like.” 

Audience interaction is a key part to the 
tour, Pasha will be holding a Q&A session 
before his show. “That’s my favourite thing 
to do - interact with the audience. Usually in 
my show there’s a little bit of banter, fun and 
jokes and a lot of dancing. 

We are running lots of promotions and 



competitions to 
win tickets to the Q&A 
sessions on my Twitter @PashaKovalev.” 

Pasha will be joined by Wolverhampton 
dance school, Linzi G School of Dance in 
both halves of the show. 

“I will actually be doing one of the dances 
with the dance school. I started dancing 
when I was eight years old. I remember every 
single time we had a proper performance in 
front of a proper audience. You grow, you 
become better, you polish your skills. That’s 
what I’m hoping the performance will do for 
youngsters at my show.” 

Pasha will also be joined by his 
professional dance partner Anya Garnis. 

“Anya and I have been dancing together for 
almost two decades and this is actually the 
story of both of us,” he adds. 

Tickets are available from www. 
grandtheatre.co.uk or on 01902 429212. 



See the funny side as 
play goes very wrong 

A West End hit that won the Best New 
Comedy accolade at the 2015 
Laurence Olivier Awards is coming 
to Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
next week. 

The Play That Goes Wrong joins 
The Cornley Polytechnic Drama 
Society’ as they put on a 1920s 
murder mystery. It becomes 
apparent the accident-prone 
thespians face a battle against 
the odds to reach their final curtain. 

The farce will be staged at the Lichfield 
Street theatre from Monday to Saturday, 

April 8. Mod musical All Or Nothing, with songs of The Small 
Faces, is at the New Alexandra Theatre Tuesday to Saturday. 




Elvis World Tour 

Live in Liverpool 


| Fri 19 May ' 


£99 | 



• Coach travel throughout 
» Reserved seating 

throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed and 
breakfast at our select hotel 

» All bedrooms with en-suite facilities 

• Visit to Liverpool 

» Admission to Elvis World Tour - live at the 
Liverpool Echo Arena. 


i 

2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Wed 26 Apr Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons.£139 

Fri 12 May Micky Flanagan - Live ib&bi.£119 

Sat 13 May The Commitments & Historic York.£119 

Sat 13 May Ken Dodd & Liverpool Special.£99 

Sat 13 May The Crucible - Live In Manchester.£99 

Sat 13 May Solid Silver 60's Tour & Liverpool.£119 

Fri 19 May Harry Potter and The Philosopher's Stone - Live in Concert. £139 

Sat 20 May Million Dollar Quartet - Live in Manchester.£99 

Sat 20 May Billy Elliot & Historic Chester.£139 

Sat 27 May Adam Ant - Live in Concert.£119 

Sat 27 May Killer Queen - Live In Concert ib&bi.£99 

Sat 27 May Thoroughly Modern Millie - Live in Manchester £119 

Mon 29 May Dinosaur World Live & Safari Adventure.£99 

Sat 3 Jun The Wedding Singer - Live in Liverpool.£129 



Sat 13 May 

Liverpool & Haydock Races. 

£99 

Sat 13 May 

Women's FA Cup Final - Wembley ib&bi. 

£99 

Sat 20 May 

British Touring Car Championship - Oulton Park 

£119 

Sat 27 May 

Liverpool & Chester Races. 

£99 

Sat 3 Jun 

Doncaster Races & York. 

£79 

Sat 10Jun 

London & Polo In The Park ib&bi. 

£119 

Sat 10 Jun 

Netball Super League-The Final Four. 

£99 

Sat 1 Jul 

Liverpool & Chester Races. 

£99 

Wed 2 Aug 

Manchester United Stadium Tour & Liverpool. 

£99 

Sat 5 Aug 

Liverpool & Chester Races. 

£99 

Sat 5 Aug 

England v South Africa - Old Trafford. 

£129 

Sat 5 Aug 

Doncaster Races & York. 

£79 

Sat 12 Aug 

Liverpool & Haydock Races. 

£99 

Sat 26 Aug 

Ebor Stakes - York Racecourse. 

£119 


Sports Breaks 


)aits - Live 


|2f 


| Thu 13 April 1 £99 | 


• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our seled 
hotel 

• Visit to York 

• Admission to the family enclosure at Doncaster 
Racecourse. 


Explore Europe Explore the best of Europe. 


Cannes 

& The Freeh Riviera 


| Sun 23 April fM&l 


• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating on your holiday coach 

• Four nights dinner, bed and continental 
breakfast at the Hotel Thomas, Le Cannet 

• Overnight stops on the outward and return 
journey on a bed and continental breakfast 
basis 

• A full day excursion featuring Antibes and 
Nice 

• A visit to glamorous Monte Carlo and Monaco. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 15 Apr Emmerdale The Tour.£99 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special.£89 

Sat 22 Apr Emmerdale Studio Experience.£99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show w.£99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch & Sew - Live!.£79 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow & Historic Bath.£99 

Wed 17 May Emmerdale Studio Experience.£79 

Sat 20 May Emmerdale The Tour.£99 

Sat 27 May Chelsea Flower Show ib&bi.£169 

Sat 27 May Truckfest Spectacular & Oxford.£99 

Sat 10 Jun Ideal Home Show & Liverpool.£79 

Sun 11 Jun London & Kensington - Diana: Her Fashion Story. £99 

Sat 17 Jun Emmerdale The Tour.£119 

Wed 21 Jun Emmerdale Studio Experience.£79 


4/5 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Mon 10 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi... £329 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Ostend Inclusive & Paddle Steam. £249 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £219 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive. £249 

Sun 16 Apr 7 Italian Riviera Inclusive. £379 

Sun 16 Apr 7 Scenic Black Forest Inclusive. £349 

Mon 17 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi. £319 

Mon 17 Apr 5 Ostend Inclusive & Paddle Steam. £259 

Mon 17 Apr 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive. £259 

Mon 17 Apr 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £199 

Fri 21 Apr 4 Ostend Inclusive Weekend. £199 

Fri 21 Apr 4 Ostend & Bruges City Break ib&bi. £169 

Sun 23 Apr 7 Ostend Special Inclusive. £359 

Sun 23 Apr 7 Austrian Tyrol Inclusive Extravaganza. £369 


sensational Special Events. 


& Harrogate Flower Show 


| Sun 22 April Hi! | 

• Coach travel 
throughout 

• Reserved seating 
throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our 
select hotel 

• All bedrooms with en-suite facilities 

• Inclusive visit to Skipton Market 

• Inclusive admission to Harrogate Spring 
Flower Show on Sunday. 



for all the family! 


London Zoo 

& Thames River Cruise 


| Sun 13 May" 


£1191 Sat 10 June 


£119 | 


• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• Included admission to the fabulous London Zoo 
in Regent's Park 

• River cruise to view the famous sights from the 
Thames. 


2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Thu 13 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 15 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime. £89 

Sat 29 Apr Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise.. £99 

Sat 20 May Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice. £99 

Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor. £99 

Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime. £89 

Sat 10 Jun London & Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 10 Jun Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise.. £99 

Sat 17 Jun Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice. £99 

Sat 24 Jun Legoland Spectacular ib&bi .£119 

Sat 24 Jun Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor. £99 

Sat 1 Jul Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime. £89 

Sat 15 Jul London & Harry Potter Studio Tour. £129 



& MANY MORE 
breaks available... 




^ NATIONAL 
W HOLIDAYS 
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The Voice UK 
(ITV, 8.30pm) 

This year's contest draws to a 
close as the four finalists take 
to the stage in the first part of 
the two-part climax. Having 
progressed through seven 
weeks of blind auditions, 
two battle rounds, four live 
knockout stages and the ever- 
tense quarter- and semi-finals, 
the would-be stars face the 
ultimate test of their vocal 
abilities, with the winner 
earning themselves a 
prestigious contract with 
Polydor Records. Superstar 
coaches Will.i.am, Tom Jones, 
Jennifer Hudson and Gavin 
Rossdale are on hand to share 
their thoughts as each 
performer steps down from the 
stage, with one of them being 
eliminated from the contest 
before the last programme of 
the series. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Everyday. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. 2.15 
Escape to the Country. (R) 3.15 Money 
for Nothing. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.15 
Film: Madagascar. (2005) Animated 
comedy, with the voice of Ben Stiller. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.45 Regional Programme. 

6.50 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a medical version of the 
celebrity quiz, with contestants 
Guy Henry, Rosie Marcel, Vicki 
Pepperdine, Ricky Grover, Raji 
Singh, Hilary Jones, Charles Dale 
and Amanda Henderson trying to 
come up with the least likely 
correct answers to a series of 
questions posed to members of 
the public. 

7.40 Who Dares Wins. Game show in 
which two pairs of complete 
strangers team up, each battling to 
outdo the other by listing as much 
as they know about a given 
subject. 

8.25 Casualty. Alicia wakes up in Sam’s 
bed, while lain and Gem’s 
relationship is tested when they 
spend the day together on the rig 
and lain is confronted with his 
biggest fear. Evie is confronted at 
home by a masked intruder who 
attacks her and ransacks the 
property, and when Evie manages 
to escape, she is hit outside by 
Susie’s car. 

9.15 All Round to Mrs Brown’s. Mrs 

Brown’s Boys creator, writer and 
star Brendan O’Carroll dons 
Agnes’s famous cardigan and 
curlers once again, throwing open 
the doors of the larger-than-life 
Irish matriarch’s home to host a 
Saturday night chat show, filmed 
in front of a live studio audience. 
Inviting friends, family and special 
guests to join her in the sitting 
room, Mrs Brown stages 
mischievous stunts, and gives a 
few celebrity visitors a piece of her 
mind. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Liverpool v Everton. 
12.00 Film: Jagged Edge. (1985) 1.45 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.15 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.00 
Film: Beautiful But Dangerous. (1954) 
8.25 Film: We Dive at Dawn. (1943) 

10.00 Natural World. (R) 11.00 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 12.00 Raymond 
Blanc: Howto Cook Well. (R) 12.30 
Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 1.15 
Film: Gypsy. (1962) Musical, starring 
Rosalind Russell and Natalie Wood. 3.30 
Natural World. (R) 4.30 University 
Challenge. (R) 5.00 Only Connect. (R) 

5.30 Flog It! (R) 

6.30 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
begins a brand new project when 
he starts a new soft fruit garden, 
and also plants new potatoes and 
divides herbaceous plants in the 
jewel garden. Including weather. 

(R) 

7.00 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the 
Lobby. Giles Coren and Monica 
Galetti join the staff working in 
some of the most extraordinary 
hotels around the world, beginning 
with Marina Bay Sands in 
Singapore, which employs 9,500 
people and caters for a million 
guests a year. Their duties include 
acting as attendants at the world’s 
largest infinity pool, working as a 
butler under a former special 
forces officer, and joining a 
catering team that provides 
Brazilian, Chinese, French and 
Japanese cuisine for 60 
restaurants. (R) 

8.00 Grand Tours of the Scottish 
Islands. Paul Murton visits the 
once-inhabited island of Heisgeir, 
sails around the gannet haven of 
Sula Sgeir and endures rough seas 
to make landfall on North Rona. 
Last in the series. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The men of 
Walmington-on-Sea’s Home 
Guard use up all their ammunition 
shooting at a passing aircraft, so 
Captain Mainwaring has to hold a 
court of inquiry. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Stephen Fry invites David 
Mitchell, Sue Perkins and Sami 
Shah to join regular panellist Alan 
Davies as he meanders about 
some places that start with the 
letter M. 

9.45 Film: Jimi: All Is By My Side. 

(2013) Premiere. Biopicof Jimi 
Hendrix following the events of 
1966, when he left New York to 
spend a year living in London. 

11. 35 Film: Populaire. (2012) Comedy, 
starring Deborah Francois and 
Romain Duris. 

1.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
ThunderbirdsAre Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.20 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
Alphabetical. (R) 10.20 James Martin’s 
French Adventure. (R) 11.20 Best Walks 
with a View with Julia Bradbury. (R) 
11.50 ITV News; Weather. 12.00 
Rebound. (R) 12.55 Film: Beethoven’s 
2nd. (1993) Comedy sequel, starring 
Charles Grodin. 2.40 Film: Superman. 
(1978) Comic-strip adventure, starring 
Christopher Reeve. 5.30 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV News. 
6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Let Loose! 
Harry Hill narrates a comical 
selection of mishaps filmed by 
viewers, featuring everything from 
cute kids and crazy animals to 
pranks and painful-looking 
accidents. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. Dermot O’Leary joins 
the duo on tonight’s show for an 
edition of I’m A Celebrity Get Out 
of Me Ear! Plus, Ant and Dec take 
a pjrney through time back to the 

8.30 The Voice UK. This year's contest 
concludes with a two-part finale as 
four acts face the ultimate test of 
their vocal abilities, with only three 
going through to the last stage. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Lethal Weapon. A man wrecks a 
jewellery store and puts a security 
guard in hospital. Murtaugh delves 
deep into the psyche of the 
suspect, a former Navy Seal once 
treated for post traumatic stress 
disorder, and draws parallels 
between him and his partner 
Riggs, who also once served in the 
military. Although Riggs' 
association with the suspect 
threatens to interfere with the 
case, it also forces him to open up 
to his colleague about the 
experiences that have shaped him. 
Clayne Crawford, Damon Wayans 
and Dante Brown star. (R) 

11.35The Chase. (R) 

12.30 Jackpot247.3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.05 Triathlon: Challenge Wanaka. 6.30 
The King of Queens. (R) 6.55 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.20 The King of Queens. 

(R) 7.45 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.10 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.35 Frasier. (R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.40 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.05 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.30 The Simpsons. (R) 12.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Extreme Food. 

1.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.30 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 2.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
3.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.30 A 
Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.35 
Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Film: Titanic. (1997) A party of 
explorers studying the sunken 
remains of the famous liner meets 
an elderly woman who was a 
passenger on the ill-fated maiden 
voyage. She recounts how she 
boarded the ship while on the 
brink of being forced into marriage 
by her family, and was stopped 
from killing herself by a penniless 
artist. She fell in love with her 
saviour, but the disaster on the 
horizon meant their time together 
was doomed to be short. James 
Cameron’s Oscar-winning 
romantic drama, starring Kate 
Winslet, Leonardo DiCaprio, Billy 
Zane, Kathy Bates and Bill Paxton. 
10.45Film: Colombiana. (2011) An 
orphan grows up to be an assassin 
while secretly plotting revenge on 
the gangsters who murdered her 
parents. Action thriller, starring 
Zoe Saldana and Cliff Curtis. 

12.45 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. Part two of two. Mill Street Bistro 
proprietor Joe Nagy slips back into his 
old ways and picks petty fights with 
Gordon Ramsay as the chef tries to give 
him advice. (R) 1.35 Our Guy in China. 
Guy Martin concludes his adventure by 
taking on his toughest physical challenge 
yet as he attempts the fastest crossing of 
the Taklamakan Desert on a bicycle. (R) 

2.30 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. It is the day of 
Amy and Ryan’s wedding, but Ryan has 
also got their potential move to America 
playing on his mind, while Scott is 
having a fashion crisis. 4.35 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. Featuring retired 
couple Lenny and Mary in Reigate, 
Surrey, who want to sell up and return to 
their Irish roots, but their home’s dated 
decor is preventing them securing a sale. 
(R) 5.30 Fifteen to One. General 
knowledge quiz. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.40 Access. 10.50 Police 
Interceptors Unleashed. 11.20 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.20 On Benefits: Life 
on the Dole. (R) 1.20 On Benefits: Life on 
the Dole. (R) 2.20 18 Kids & Claiming 
Benefits. (R) 3.20 Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords. (R) 4.15 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 5.15 Can’t 
Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The officers chase a debt of almost 
£2,000 in unpaid parking fines, 
and later encounter the 
extraordinary case of a debt of 
£80,000 owed by a hotel owner to 
his ex-girlfriend. However, as they 
begin to search the property, they 
call upon police back-up as the 
agents fear the debtor may have 
access to firearms. Elsewhere, two 
officers head to a car garage in 
Manchester where the owner owes 
£2,000 after losing a court case 
over a faulty vehicle. (R) 

7.10 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 
investigates when two 
pharmaceutical executives are 
murdered, uncovering a criminal 
who changes his identity for each 
offence he commits. 

8.00 NCIS. A deep-sea diver is 

murdered on the job, and the team 
must identify which of his co¬ 
workers is the killer, before they 
are released from a four-day stint 
in a decompression chamber. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Barnsley 
v Sheffield Wednesday at Oakwell 
and Newcastle United v Wigan 
Athletic at St James’ Park. Plus, 
the best of the action from 
Reading v Leeds United at the 
Madejski Stadium and 
Huddersfield Town v Burton Albion 
at the John Smith’s Stadium. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
latest games in Leagues One and 
Two, including Bolton Wanderers v 
Chesterfield. 

10.30FIA Formula E Live: Mexico. The 

Mexico City ePrix. Coverage of the 
fourth round of the campaign from 
the Autodromo Hermanos 
Rodriguez in Mexico. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Blood 
Creek. (2009) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Silk Road 8.00 Woolly 
Mammoth: Secrets from the Ice 9.00 
Follow the Money 11.00 Top of the Pops: 

1983 12.15 Classic Albums: The Beach 
Boys - Pet Sounds 1.15 The Joy of the 
Guitar Riff 2.15 The Kinks at the BBC 

3.15 Sounds of the Eighties 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.35 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.10 Britain’s Got Talent: Top 
1 0 Child Stars 2.15 Film: Cats & Dogs: 
The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 3.15 
FYI Daily 3.20 Film: Cats & Dogs: The 
Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 4.00 Mr 
Bean 5.05 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 
6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 7.00 Scorpion 8.00 Film: The 
Mask (1994) 9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: 
The Mask (1994) 10.05 Family Guy 

10.30 Celebrity Juice 11.15 Family Guy 
12.10 American Dad! 1.10 Film: Hall 
Pass (2011) 3.00 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.25 Film: The Baby and the Battleship 
(1956) 12.25 FYI Daily 12.30 Film: The 
Baby and the Battleship (1956) 1.30 
Heidi 3.35 Rosemary & Thyme 4.40 
Inspector Morse 7.00 Endeavour 9.00 
Lewis 11.00 Les Dawson Forever 12.00 
Colditz 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 The Big Fish Off 12.00 Fishing 
Impossible 1.00 Pawn Stars 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Doncaster and 
Kempton Park. Coverage of today’s race 
meetings. 4.00 Film: The Horse Soldiers 
(1959) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: The 
Horse Soldiers (1959) 6.25 It’s Not 
Rocket Science 7.25 Fierce 8.30 Film: 
Cannonball Run II (1984) 9.30 FYI Daily 

9.35 Film: Cannonball Run II (1984) 

10.40 Film: The Last Boy Scout (1991) 

11.40 FYI Daily 11.45 Film: The Last Boy 
Scout (1991) 12.55 The Motorsport 
Mavericks 1.55 Fifth Gear 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

4.00 The Big Bang Theory 6.30 Film: 

Iron Man 2 (2010) 9.00 Film: The 
Transporter (2002) 10.50 Gogglebox 

12.55 Rude Tube 2.00 Naked Attraction 

2.55 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.40 
Melissa & Joey 4.25 Revenge 
Film4 

1.00 Catch That Kid (2004) 2.45 Carry 
On Cleo (1964) 4.35 Rango (2011) 6.45 
Runaway Bride (1999) 9.00 The Wolf of 
Wall Street (2013) 12.30 A Field in 
England (2013) 2.15 Ben Wheatley 
Interview Special 2.25 Straightheads 
(2007) 4.00 Close 


OO0Q 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



Only £24.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


[ Men’s Cotton Chinos 


Brighten up your wardrobe with our new range of men’s 
pleated front chinos. Available in six seasonal colours. 

The hardwearing 100% cotton twill is lightweight and the 
concealed zip fly closure includes a French Bearer button 
to secure a neat and tidy fit that will carry you through the 
summer season in comfort and style. 

• Slash pockets and twin back pockets with button and belt 
loop waistband in a regular fit 

• Machine washable 
Inside leg 27”, 29”, 31”, 33”. 

Waist sizes 32”, 34”, 36”, 38”, 40”, 42,” 44”, 46”, 48”. 


C190RS Rust 


C190NY Navy 


Cl 90AF Airforce Cl 90OL Olive 


C190BM Buttermilk 


Hand-stitched Leather 
and Suede Brogues 


Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 




Steeped in British culture, the brogue is the quintessential gentlemen’s shoe. A contemporary 
two-tone design really does give this classic a more casual feel and would sit perfectly with a new 
pair of jeans. They could also be dressed up with a smart looking suit, making them a must-have 
for your footwear collection. If you prefer a single-coloured shoe, there’s a choice of full leather 
and full suede styles too. All shoes are hand crafted using traditional techniques. This design is 
characterised with traditional Oxford lacing and wing-tip detailing. The genuine leather sole is 
hand-stitched as well as glued giving an extremely durable construction and a superb walking 
experience. Available in sizes 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 

S193TA Tan leather S193BG Black leather/grey suede 

S193BT Tan leather/blue suede S193BL Blue suede 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

71221 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 19th December 2016 and 19th March 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 









































Turkey with Simon Reeve 
(BBC2, 9pm) 

In the second half of the 
journey, Simon travels along 
the Black Sea Coast to the 
capital of Ankara and the 
Northern Highlands, witnessing 
first hand the aftermath of 
fighting in Kurdish areas and 
meeting a conservationist 
attempting to preserve the 
region's brown bears. He then 
returns to Istanbul, where he 
takes part in a popular TV 
series set in the palace of the 
Ottoman Sultans. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.10 Countryfile 
Spring Diaries. (R) 2.55 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.20 Songs of Praise. 4.00 
Rowing: The Boat Races. Live coverage 
of the men’s and women’s University 
Boat Races. 

6.25 BBC News. 

6.40 Regional Programme. 

6.50 Countryfile. Reports on the UK’s 
forests. Matt Baker helps out with 
an inventory of the New Forest’s 
trees, and Ellie Harrison visits 
Inverness to take a look at 
industrial timber production and 
the impact of forestry on red 
squirrels. Sean Fletcher reports on 
the Scottish tradition of hutting, 
John Craven examines the revival 
of working with horses in forests, 
and Charlotte Smith discovers 
whether enough trees are being 
planted in Britain. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from 
Caversham Park, near 
Reading, home to the BBC’s 
international news monitoring 
service. Items brought in to be 
valued include some notes written 
by a 17th-century Shakespeare 
fan, a ring connected to a moving 
story of the California Gold Rush, 
and watercolour illustrations 
depicting life in 18th-century 
India. 

9.00 Line of Duty. A new DCI is placed 
in charge of Operation Trapdoor as 
Roz fails to report for duty. A 
dismembered body is discovered, 
and the AC-12 team delves deeper 
into the case as evidence mounts 
up that an innocent man has been 
convicted of crimes he did not 
commit. Kate makes progress in 
her undercover role as all the signs 
point to crucial evidence being 
covered up by Roz, but the 
investigation suffers a setback 
when the team discovers that the 
main informant, forensics 
investigator Tim Ifield, has gone 
missing. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. 

II. 35 I’m Different: Let Me Drive. 

12.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.10 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.15 An Island Parish. (R) 6.45 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 7.15 Around the 
World in 80 Gardens. (R) 8.15 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.15 Nigel Slater: Eating Together. (R) 

11.45 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.15 MOTD2 
Extra. 1.00 World Figure Skating 
Championships. 3.00 When Danny Won 
the Masters. 3.30 Holiday of My Lifetime 
with Len Goodman. (R) 4.00 The House 
That £100K Built. (R) 5.00 Flog It! (R) 
6.00 Inside the Factory: Cereal. Gregg 

Wallace and Cherry Healey return 
with the programme shedding 
light on how some of Britain’s 
biggest factories make the nation’s 
favourite products, beginning with 
popular breakfast cereals. Gregg 
starts by receiving a boat-load of 
corn fresh from Argentina, and 
witnesses as it is cooked, milled 
and flavoured to become a top¬ 
selling cereal brand. Cherry learns 
about the immunity-boosting 
powers of vitamin D, which is 
added to many of the UK’s most 
popular cereals, and historian 
Ruth Gordon samples a Victorian 
breakfast of lobster and pig’s head, 
as part of a daily meal that 
included 4,500 calories. (R) 

7.00 Robot Wars. Dara O Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present the final 
heat, with reigning champion 
Apollo taking on rival contenders 
Ms Nightshade, Coyote, Rusty, 
Crackers’n’Smash, Meggamouse, 
Trolley Rage and Carbide through 
two group battles and a mini¬ 
league. The battles are all overseen 
by judges Professor Noel Sharkey, 
Professor Sethu Vijayakumar and 
Dr Lucy Rogers. 

8.00 Top Gear. Motoring magazine, 
featuring test drives of the latest 
models. 

9.00 Turkey with Simon Reeve. Part 
two of two. Simon travels along 
the Black Sea Coast to the capital 
of Ankara, and witnesses first 
hand the aftermath of fighting in 
Kurdish areas before returning to 
Istanbul. 

10.00 Live at the Apollo. Host Joe Lycett 
introduces Ivo Graham and Phil 
Wang to the stage before a packed 
house at London’s Hammersmith 
Apollo. (R) 

10.45 Film: Dead Poets Society. (1989) 
Drama, with Robin Williams. 

12.50 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.50 Holby City. (R) 2.45 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ultimate 
Spider-Man: Web Warriors. 8.20 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Countrywise: Guide to 
Britain. (R) 10.00 Secret Dealers. (R) 
11.00 Wild Australia with Ray Mears. (R) 

11.30 ITV News; Weather. 11.45 Film: 
From Russia with Love. (1963) 2.00 The 
Voice UK. (R) 3.50 Little Big Shots. (R) 
4.55 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. (R) 

5.30 Regional Programme; 

Weather.5.40 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Five Gold Rings. Game show, 

hosted by Phillip Schofield, in 
which two friends take on a father 
and son to answer visual 
questions by placing rings on an 
LED floor. 

7.00 The Voice UK. Conclusion of the 
two-part final, as we learn which of 
the three remaining acts will be 
this year’s winner and gain a 
prestigious contract with Polydor 
Records. Last in the series. 

8.00 Vera. The detective is called to the 
University of Northumberland 
when Jamie Marshall, a promising 
young journalism student, falls to 
his death from the top of a disused 
faculty building. With no 
eyewitnesses and no immediate 
leads, Vera turns to friends and 
family to glean all she can about 
Jamie, and to discover who might 
have wanted him dead. With 
Brenda Blethyn, Kenny Doughty 
and Jon Morrison. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15The Nightly Show Best Bits. 
Highlights of the fifth week of the 
entertainment show, with Gordon 
Ramsay presenting a mix of 
topical monologues, studio 
games, celebrity guests, stand-up 
and video clips. 

10.45 Film: Hard Target. (1993) An out- 
of-work merchant sailor 
investigates sadistic hunters who 
stalk human prey in New Orleans. 
John Woo’s action thriller, starring 
Jean-Claude Van Damme. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Cube. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.25 The Simpsons. (R) 1.50 
Gogglesprogs. (R) 2.55 Film: Gulliver’s 
Travels. (2010) Fantasy comedy, starring 
Jack Black. 4.30 Film: Night at the 
Museum. (2006) Fantasy comedy, 
starring Ben Stiller. 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Titanic: The New Evidence. 

Investigative journalist and Titanic 
expert Senan Molony examines 
recently recovered photographs of 
the doomed ship, which provide 
fresh insight into the reasons for 
its sinking. The images reveal a 
strange mark on the hull, which 
may prove previously overlooked 
stories of a fire raging in the boiler 
room. This blaze may explain why 
the captain chose to ignore 
warnings of icebergs ahead and 
why the vessel sank so quickly 
after the fatal collision. (R) 

8.00 Spying on the Royals. Part one of 
a two-part documentary 
examining an espionage operation 
conducted to gather information 
on Edward VIII and Wallis 
Simpson. Shown to mark the 80th 
anniversary of the king’s 
abdication, the programmes 
examines recently declassified 
documents revealing the extent of 
the surveillance and who ordered 
it, as well as featuring dramatic 
reconstructions and eyewitness 
accounts. 

9.00 Homeland. Dar plays his hand and 
Quinn revisits his past. Thriller 
following a team of CIA agents 
battling terrorists and problems in 
their personal lives. Claire Danes 
stars. 

10.05Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr hosts the hybrid 
comedy panel quiz show, as guest 
team captain David Walliams joins 
forces with Jonathan Ross, while 
Jon Richardson teams up with Joe 
Lycett. (R) 

12.00 Film: Seven Psychopaths. (2012) 
2.00 The Last Leg. (R) 2.55 Great British 
Buildings: Restoration of the Year. (R) 

3.50 Building the Dream. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 

6.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.25 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.40 Fireman Sam. (R) 6.50 
Rupert Bear. (R) 7.00 Oily the Little 
White Van. 7.05 Wanda and the Alien. 

(R) 7.20 Little Princess. (R) 7.30 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.45 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.15 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.45 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.15 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.25 Peppa Pig. 
(R) 9.35 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 9.45 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 

10.20 Football on 5: The Championship. 
(R) 11.05 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.35 The Gadget Show. (R) 12.35 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.35 Film: 
Operation: Daybreak. (1975) 3.50 Film: 
The Four Feathers. (2002) Historical 
adventure, starring Heath Ledger. 

6.15 5 News Weekend. 

6.20 Inside Kensington Palace. The 
history of famous buildings, 
beginning by going behind 

the scenes of the royal 
residence, home to the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge, and Prince 
Harry. (R) 

7.05 Inside Buckingham Palace. Part 
two of two. Despite being closed 
and secretive, the Palace is a 
symbol of everything British. This 
edition reflects on previous 
monarchs’ accomplishments 
during their reign. (R) 

8.00 Disobedient Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. Compilation of 
internet videos featuring dogs 
doing humorous things. 

9.00 The Michael McIntyre Story. 
Documentary about the 
comedian’s rise to fame, 
examining his breakthrough 
performance at the 2006 Royal 
Variety show and role in the 
reinvention of stand-up comedy 
on TV. 

10.3020 Moments That Shocked 
Comedy. Countdown of 
memorable comedy moments, 
including the launch of The 
Young Ones and Spitting 
Image, and the controversy 
surrounding Monty Python’s Life 
of Brian. (R) 

12.00 Football League Tonight: The 
Checkatrade Trophy. 12.45 Police 
Interceptors: Takedown. (R) 1.10 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Yorkshire: A Year in 
the Wild. (R) 4.00 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. 

(R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Dame Vera Lynn: Happy 100th 
Birthday 8.00 Giselle: Belle of the Ballet 
9.00 Do We Really Need the Moon? 

10.00 Gravity and Me: The Force that 
Shapes our Lives 11.30 Sex: A Horizon 
Guide 12.30 The Story of Maths 1.30 The 
Century That Wrote Itself 2.30 How to 
Get Ahead: At Versailles 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

I. 05 2Awesome: Guidance 1.40 
2Awesome: Fame High 1.55 2Awesome: 
LA Story 2.10 2Awesome: Side Effects 
2.40 The Hot Desk: Emma Willis 2.50 
You’ve Been Framed! Gold 3.20 Ant & 
Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway 4.55 
Film: The Princess Diaries 2: Royal 
Engagement (2004) 5.55 FYI Daily 6.00 
Film: The Princess Diaries 2: Royal 
Engagement (2004) 7.15 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 10.00 
Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 12.25 
The Cleveland Show 1.20 The Vampire 
Diaries 2.15 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

II. 30 Heidi 1.45 Agatha Christie’s 
Sparkling Cyanide 3.50 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00 
Les Dawson: An Audience With That 
Never Was 10.00 Les Dawson Forever 
11.05 Film: Steptoe and Son Ride Again 
(1973) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: 
Steptoe and Son Ride Again (1973) 1.10 
Agatha Christie’s Sparkling Cyanide 2.50 
May the Best House Win 4.35 On the 
Buses 5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

7.15 The Big Fish Off 8.15 Film: Jackie 
Chan’s First Strike (1996) 9.15 FYI Daily 

9.20 Film: Jackie Chan’s First Strike 
(1996) 10.00 Film: First Blood (1982) 
11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: First Blood 
(1982) 11.55 Film: Cliffhanger (1993) 

12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: Cliffhanger 
(1993) 2.10 Hogan’s Heroes 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

2.00 The Goldbergs 3.30 Black-ish 4.00 
Baby Daddy 4.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 

5.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 
11.00 Celebrity First Dates 12.05 Naked 
Attraction 1.10 Gogglebox 2.15 Bizarre 
ER 3.05 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
Film4 

1.00 Love Happens (2009) 3.10 The 
Hound of the Baskervilles (1959) 4.55 
The Seeker: The Dark Is Rising (2007) 

6.55 Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 9.00 
Chef (2014) 11.15 Blood Ties (2013) 

1.45 Weekend (201 1)3.50 Close 



CURRY NIGHT 

Order any Curry and 
get a Pint of 
Carlsberg or Tetleys 

FOR JUST 

^ £ 1.00 ^ 


Served with Chips, Mushrooms 
and Onion Rings! From 5 pm 

x 2 Sirloins for £ 10.00 , 
2 T-Bones for £20.00j 


CLASSICAL SPAIN 

SEVILLE, CORDOBA & GRANADA 


7 days 
from only 

£499 PP 


GARV/ERYt 


Monday-Friday 

12-3 


THE BURGER CLUB 

Handmade 6oz Burgers 
Served with different sauces and 
k accompaniments 
^ From 5pm A 

'Vo £6.95 ^ 


inc Free Soup Starter 




Andalucfa is one of the most beautiful corners of Europe, where the excesses of modern life do not seem to have taken 
root and travellers are welcomed as honoured guests. Immortalised by the writings of Ernest Hemingway and beloved by 
Orson Welles, it is the Spain of Carmen, Figaro and Flamenco. Rich with the legacies of the Moors and Romans, its charm 
and serenity will captivate you. 

Price includes: 

• Return flights to Malaga from a selection of regional airports 

• Six nights at excellent quality, centrally located three and four-star hotels, with breakfast 

• Experience unspoiled Andalucfa, home of Flamenco and perhaps the most traditionally Spanish of regions 

• Guided tour of Seville - city of the Conquistadors, with an amazing cathedral - burial place of Christopher Columbus 

• Guided tour of Granada's stunning Alhambra, one of Europe's most sensual and romantic palace and fortresses 

• Visit to Cordoba, with a guided tour of the Mezquita probably the most beautiful Mosque ever constructed 

• Visit to medieval Ronda - one of Spain's most spectacularly situated cities 

• Your Riviera Travel tour manager will bring these sights to life 

• New! Sample traditional and delicious tapas in Seville 

Holidays organised by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton On Trent, Staffordshire DE14 ISP and are offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 AT0L 3430 
protected. Per person prices based on two sharing a twin room. Single rooms and optional insurance available at a supplement. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Additional entrance costs may apply. 
Price correct as of 21 -3-17. 


To request a FREE brochure, call: 01283 245206 
or visit: www.duriviera.co.uk 


Selected departures up to November 2017 


PIE 8rPUD NIGHT 

Choose from a Selectioi^of. 
Pies served with 
Mash or Chips, Peas 
and Gravy. Includes any 
^ pudding from the menu a 

V'-.. £6.95 ^ 


SUNDAY 


RWAS T 


Egebub 


15.95 


Booking Advisable 
Full menu available 


ALL DAY... 
EVERYDAY! 


' GAMMON * PLAICE * STEAK & ALE PIE | 

* CHEESY PASTA * 80Z RUMP 

* SAUSAGE & MASH * CHILLI 


FAMILIES 
ALWAYS 
WELCOME, 
2 LARGE 
OUTDOOR 
PLAY AREAS 


FAMILIES 
ALWAYS 
WELCOME, 
2 LARGE 
OUTDOOR 
PLAY AREAS 


Food served Sun - ThursTT- 9pm, Fri & Sat 12 - 10pm 

SALTWELLS LANE, DUDLEY DY5 1AX 
www.saltwellsinn.co.uk 01384 569224 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Conan the Barbarian, Channel 5,11.05pm 

An evil warlord kills a barbarian chieftain, whose son 
grows up to be a mighty warrior and seeks revenge 
for his father’s death. He finds there is more at stake, 
as the tyrant is close to acquiring all the pieces of a 
magic mask, which will make him all-powerful. 

Fantasy adventure, with Jason Momoa. (2011) 

TUESDAY 

Strangers in Amish Country, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A military nurse returns from a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan to her family’s farm in rural Ohio, and falls 
for an Amish neighbour after an intruder wreaks 
havoc. Romantic drama, starring Jes Macallan. (2017) 

WEDNESDAY 

Abducted: The Carlina White Story, Channel 5, 
3.15pm 

A couple take their three-week-old baby to a hospital 
for treatment, but she is snatched by a woman 
desperate for a child. She raises the infant as her own 
for years, but as the girl grows up, she begins to 
suspect the truth and resolves to investigate her 
kidnapping and find her parents. Fact-based drama, 
starring Keke Palmer and Aunjanue Ellis. (2012) 



Conan the Barbarian Conan the Barbarian, 
Monday, Channel 5,11,05pm _ 


THURSDAY 

Bond of Silence, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman searches for answers after her husband is 
mysteriously murdered while trying to subdue a wild 
teenage house party on New Year’s Eve. However, as 
she tries to find out the truth, she faces secrecy at 
every turn from the party-goers and their parents. 
Drama, starring Kim Raver, Greg Grunberg and 
Charlie McDermott. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

The Stepford Wives, BBC1,11.50pm 

A ruthless TV boss suffers a nervous breakdown and 
is persuaded to relocate to an idyllic town. However, 
she begins to suspect something is very wrong with 
the local women and sets out to discover the dark 
secret behind the seemingly perfect community. Frank 
Oz’s comedy remake of the 1975 satire, with Nicole 
Kidman, Matthew Broderick, Bette Midler, Glenn Close 
and Christopher Walken. (2004) 


The new teams hope they 
can rise to the challenge 


E ven in the year of Brexit, 
Donald Trump becoming 
US President and the 
deaths of a distressing number of 
much-loved celebrities, the 
announcement in September 2016 
that The Great British Bake Off was 
leaving the BBC was frontpage 
news. 

It was still making headlines this 
year too, as it was revealed that 
Sandi Toksvig and Noel Fielding will 
be taking over as presenters after 
Mel and Sue declined to make the 
jump to Channel 4, while former 
Great British Menu expert Prue Leith 
will be filling the judging role 
vacated by Mary Berry. 

But amid all the speculation about 
how the new line-up will fare and 
when the next series is likely to hit 
our screens, you may have missed 
out on the news that another 
member of the Bake Off family has 
been undergoing a makeover of its 
own. 

If you need your memory jogged, 
the first series of Bake Off: Creme 
de la Creme aired on BBC Two last 
year, and gave teams of 


professional pastry chefs the 
chance to show what they could do. 

Given that the amateurs on The 
Great British Bake Off have rustled 
us such spectacular creations as a 
bread lion, a cake Moulin Rouge 
and a gingerbread Colosseum, it 
was hoped that the experts would 
come up with some truly jaw- 
dropping showstoppers - and they 
definitely delivered. 

However, the series still got 
something of a mixed response 
from viewers and the critics. While 
we perhaps should have expected 
Creme de la Creme to be more 
openly competitive than the jolly, 
pastel-coloured Bake Off tent - after 
all, these contestants were putting 
their professional reputations on the 
line - the fact that three different 
teams competed in each episode 
meant there wasn’t much of a 
chance to get to know the individual 
bakers. 

Add in the complicated scoring 
system - each of the three judges 
marked each round out of 30 - and 
it began to seem as if the series was 
lacking some of the heart and 


humour that had made its sister 
show such a hit. 

So, there have been a few tweaks 
to the recipe this time around, 
including a new presenter as Angus 
Deayton takes over from Michelin- 
starred chef Tom Kerridge, 
presumably to add a layman’s 
perspective to what had been a very 
technical show. 

The judging panel has been 
reduced from three to two, with 
Cherish Finden and Benoit Blin 
returning to their roles, and there’s 
also been a change to the format. 

This time around, two groups of five 
teams will compete across three 
heats to give us a chance to get know 
them and pick someone to root for. 

But the standard of baking hasn’t 
been relaxed, as in the opening 
edition, the teams are asked to 
make 36 identical Moka au Cafe 
slices and 36 identical Napoleons, 
in just three hours before 
reinventing the Peach Melba as a 
fabulous showstopper. 

And the team with the fewest 
points will be going home. 



Bake Off: Creme de la Creme, Tuesday, BBC2, 8pm 



MONDAY 
Child of Our Time 
BBC1,9pm 

For most of us, the millennium probably doesn’t feel 
as if it was that long ago, but the 25 children born in 
2000 who are taking part in this series are now 16, 
which means they are free to live by themselves, 
get married, pay taxes and even have offspring of 
their own. Robert Winston and Tanya Byron catch 
up with the group in this two-part documentary. 
Among the highlights is Charlie’s first taste of love, 
Eve’s life-changing revelation, and Jamie discussing 
the shocking events that caused him to re-evaluate 
his priorities. There’s also an insight into research 
involving human biology and neuroscience that 
helps to explain the most baffling aspects of this 
stage of life. Yes, there really is a reason for moody 
teenagers! 

TUESDAY 

The Richard Dimbleby Lecture 2017 
BBC1,10.45pm 

John O Brennan spent almost four years as director 
of the CIA, and as chief counterterrorism adviser to 
Barack Obama. In light of shocking events in 
London on March 22, the threat of terrorism is more 
relevant than ever, so this year’s Richard Dimbleby 
Lecture should prove all too topical. Here Brennan 



discusses the future security and stability of the 
world, drawing on his experience of intelligence 
collection and analysis and covert operations to 
determine how societies will protect themselves in 
the face of turbulent global events. 

WEDNESDAY 

Me and My Dog: The Ultimate Contest 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. Chris Packham hosts the show where 
dog owners and their pets compete in physical 
and mental challenges designed to test their ability 
to communicate, with trainers and canine scientists 
on hand to help them develop the relationship 
between human and animal. In the first episode, 
half the contestants must lead their dogs 
through a series of gates using verbal and 
physical signals, while the others must 
collect tennis balls in fast-flowing water. 

The final challenge sees the owners and 
dogs compete in a tethered biking 
challenge, to decide who has triumphed 
in the first stage of the contest. 

THURSDAY 

Alone with the In-Laws 
BBC2, 8pm 

Is modern marriage really that much 


different from relationships of the past? And can 
modern couples learn something from their 
parents? Those are the questions tackled in 
this programme which places a soon-to-be-wed 
pair with their in-laws to see what they can 
learn from the people who raised them and 
their partner. We meet Chris and Stacey 
from Bristol who are getting married in 
the summer. While planning for 
their big day is one thing, the couple 
also obviously want to make a 
success making a success of the 
years that follow. To help out, 

Reverend Kate Bottley from Gogglebox 
arranges for them to 
spend a few days with 
their respective in-laws- 
to-be. What will the 
experiment tell each 
of them about their 
partner’s 
expectation of 
married life? And 
will Chris and 
Stacey still feel 
the same about 
trying the 
■ knot? 



REST 


Unreported World 
Channel 4,7.30pm 

The statistics of the Syrian refugee crisis are hard to 
comprehend. More than three million people have 
now fled the country, with Lebanon alone taking in 
one and a half million. And that number is increasing 
daily. In this powerful documentary, Shaunagh 
Connaire reports from the country where, despite 
offers of assistance from the international 
community, some of those most in need - refugee 
children with serious medical conditions - are dying 
while they wait for help. Several developed nations 
have promised to help the most vulnerable 
youngsters and resettle them. However, it seems 
there are limits on medical grounds as to who is 
being accepted, resulting in some of the sickest 
children and their families being behind. 


The Graham Norton Show 
BBC1,10.35pm 

The Irishman returns with a brand new run of 13 
shows. Here, Graham catches up with Michael 
Caine and Morgan Freeman, stars of new heist 
comedy Going in Style. Plus, comedian Jack 
Whitehall and Game of Thrones actress Gemma 
Whelan talk about their roles in BBC One’s Evelyn 
Waugh adaptation, Decline and Fall. 



FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 

* New Mercedes coaches • Free local coach stops • Door to Door collection service 


DATE 

10/4 

DAYS 

5 

Paignton/Torquay (more dates) 

DATE 

23/6 

DAYS 

3 

Leicester/Bosworth Battle 

14/4 

4 

Tenby (more dates) 

26/6 

5 

Babbacombe 

17/4 

5 

Eastbourne (more dates) 

3/7 

5 

Scarborough 

17/4 

5 

Isle of Wight (more dates) 

9/7 

6 

Durham and Northumbria 

1/5 

5 

Weymouth (more dates) 

19/7 

5 

Llandudno (more dates) 

1/5 

5 

Weston Super Mare (more dates) 

22/7 

7 

Tour of Celtic Countries 

15/5 

5 

Dover/Canterbury 

20/5 

5 

Great Yarmouth 

22/5 

5 

Cornwall (Looe)(more dates) 

23/7 

7 

Scotland Fort William 

22/5 

6 

Highland Railways 

31/7 

5 

North Devon Bideford 

29/5 

5 

Ilfracombe 

31/7 

5 

Isle of Scilly 

29/5 

5 

Snowdonia and Trains 

6/8 

5 

Peak District 

5/6 

5 

Bournemouth (more dates) 

21/8 

5 

Chester and Arley Hall 

5/6 

5 

Warners Thornsby Hall 

26/8 

6 

Ireland The Giants Causeway 

8/6 

5 

Norfolk Broads 

29/9 

5 

Isle of Man 

22/6 

5 

Sidmouth (more dates) 

10/10 

8 

Channel Islands 


Great choice of other destinations please consult our brochure 


Request a brochure online www.bowensholidays.com or call 0121 559 1237 
Bowens Holidays, 14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3AN 
Office hours Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm 


Var ifocal s Free with 
E jVoucher 
SAVE LOTS & LOTS£ 
£ e OF MONEY £ £ 

From £40 Single. 

£55 Bifocals, 

£65 Varifocals 

(complete with frames) 

Prescription Sunglasses 

Clip on ready readers T^ yV 
'' Clip on sunglasses 

Put old lenses into new frames from £30 



WE DO NOT TEST SO BRING YOUR 
PRESCRIPTION AND NHS VOUCHERS 


01384 237989 


PLAZA MALLS, DUDLEY (inside old Woolworths) 

Open 6 Days a Week 9 am-5 pm 


Cl IRONICLE 



nine 

picture? 



Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319999 (Monday to Friday ; 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints 
mugs | mousemats | keyrings 
coasters | fridge magnets 
jigsaws | tablet wallpaper 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to view 
and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 





























BRAIN GYM 


No.423 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


o 

2 

z 

3 

A 

4 

V 

5 

K 

6 

B 

7 

Y 

8 

F 

9 

R 

10 

S 

ii 

U 

12 

w 

13 

L 

Q 

15 

G 

16 

D 

17 

P 

18 

T 

19 

N 

20 

M 

21 

c 

22 

E 

23 

H 

24 

J 

25 

X 

26 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

L 

12 

25 

13 

26 

o 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

4. Forward some 
money (7) 

8. Rose is involved in 
basketwork (6) 

9. A misguided vicar 
gets direction in 
greed (7) 

10. More suitable as a 
workman? (6) 

11. It may be rude to 
make a digression 
( 6 ) 

12. No result of snap 
decision (8) 

18. It may be taken 
to promote good 
feeling (8) 

20. Go over undulating 
track (6) 

21. Kind of pastel 
sheets (6) 

22. Somewhat 
overstrained in 
verbal construction 
(7) 

23. One eats it, as 
matter of course (6) 

24. Supports inferior 
goods (7) 


Down 

1. Go in for modified 
coverage (7) 

2. Grape-producer 
includes a label to 
mark its year (7) 

3. Ranted perhaps 
when heated (6) 

5. Business interest 

( 8 ) 

6. Put in charge at the 
lemonade factory? 
( 6 ) 

7. Naturally, it raises 
awkward points (6) 

13. Put into liquidation 

( 8 ) 

14. Get into bad shape 
(7) 

15. A complaint soon 
spotted? (7) 

16. A bang on the 
head? (6) 

17. Fuss about the 
French in Spain (6) 

19. Is left and right in 
the water (6) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

4. Quarrel (7) 

1. Treachery (7) 

8. Symbol (6) 

2. Notice (7) 

9. Attack (7) 

3. Occupant (6) 

10. Enemy (6) 

5. Example (8) 

11. Tone of voice (6) 

6. Swagger (6) 

12. Dedication (8) 

7. Gift (6) 

18. Voluntary (4-4) 

13. Lower (8) 

20. Discuss (6) 

14. Malady (7) 

21. Hidden (6) 

15. Palpable (7) 

22. Spear (7) 

16. 10 years (6) 

23. Individual (6) 

17. Obvious (6) 

24. 100 years (7) 

19. Exultant (6) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Screwdriver; 9 Nip; 

10 Estimator; 11 Orbit; 13 Runways; 14 Parish; 
16 Ledger; 18 Special; 19 Tests; 20 Endurance; 
21 Tie; 22 Proposition. Down: 2 Cup; 

3 Event; 4 Dotard; 5 Immense; 6 Estranges; 

7 Encompassed; 8 Pre-stressed; 12 Bartender; 

15 Stirrup; 17 Planes; 19 Treat; 21 Too. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Forgiveness; 9 Inn; 

10 Animation; 11 Ashen; 13 Execute; 14 Pariah; 

16 Strafe; 18 Orifice; 19 Spend; 20 Aggravate; 

21 Din; 22 True-hearted. Down: 2 Own; 3 Grain; 

4 Voiced; 5 Nearest; 6 Stimulate; 7 Disapproval; 

8 Independent; 12 Harbinger; 15 Agitate; 

17 Deface; 19 Sheer; 21 Due. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which South African PM was assassinated 
in 1966? 

2. In which sport was Britain’s Carl Furrer 
world champion in 1982? 

3. What is the capital of Nevada? 

4. What type of animal is a brocket? 

5. Who was the Beatles’ producer? 

6. In which field did Wole Soyinka win the 
1986 Nobel Prize? 


7. Of which county was Parts of Lindsey a 
division? 

8. Which inventor’s middle name was Alva? 

9. What was Colin McRae the first Briton to 
win for 18 years? 

10. Which political figure wrote the play Largo 
Desolato in 1985? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Croydon; 2 Charlotte Corday; 3 Dodo; 
4 Oboe; 5 Bratislava; 6 Anno Domini; 7 Putney; 
8 A Central American bird; 9 Gulf of Alaska; 

10 Terpsichore. 

Niner: RUMINATES 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


47218 

68518 

51936 


gives a French river, 
gives a second French river, 
gives a Pakistani river. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


CHRONICLE 



MORE 

PEOPLE 


With over 440,000 potential customers 
every week, you can be sure to reach 
your target audience at anytime. 


CANNOCK 

71,517 



The Chronicle offers an unrivalled platform to reach local customers. 

To find out how our advertising sales team can help your business call 01902 313131. 


SOURCE: JICREG 31.10.2016 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, March 30, 2017 







































































































Big Bilashings of amazing curry 


RESTAURANTS like The Bilash can give 
a reviewer a bad name. The nature of the 
beast is to try to find fault; perhaps the lamb 
isn’t quite tender enough or the dish is too 
spicy or too salty. 

Maybe the decor is a bit tired or, alternatively, too 
overblown. Alternatively, the service may not be good 
enough, or it might be way too clingy and attentive. 

And then you get the rare occasions where you find 
yourself enjoying a meal that is as near perfect as it is 
possible to get. It can’t be easy for Sitab Khan, who has 
been the chief proprietor at The Bilash, in Cheapside, 
Wolverhampton, for more than three decades. With 
his son, Mohammed, he has built a reputation for his 
restaurant as one of the best in the region. 

REPUTATION 

It’s not just a good Indian restaurant, it’s a good 
restaurant full stop. And it charges the sort of prices 
you expect to pay in a top restaurant. That, in turn, 
means the pressure never lets up; The Bilash faces a 
constant battle to justify its reputation and maintain the 
high standards every customer will expect. 

You can see the pressure in the kitchen when 
evening service hits a peak. The large window between 
the dining area and the kitchen gives a spectator’s 
view of a team working at full speed. There aren’t many 
smiles but there is a lot of focus on display. The contrast 
with the relaxed, newly-decorated dining area couldn’t 
be more stark. Cream leather and delicate filigree Indian 
lampshades all add to a sense of light and space. 

The £100,000 revamp has also included a series of 
booths that were clearly popular on the night we visited. 

The table was barely cleared of poppadums when 
our starters started arriving. Tiger prawn in red pepper 
sauce, sitting on a puri - a small fried bread. Pretty as 



a picture and just as nice to eat. Jalpari kebabs are 
saffron flavoured fish rolls, stuffed with prawns. The 
spicing is light, with a crisp shell around the rice and 
prawn stuffing. My choice was tandoori pomfret - a 
marinated, herbed and spiced fillet of traditional Indian 
fish served up with a neat little carrot salad and a 
smear of tamarind sauce. It was delicate, flavourful and 
delicious. 

After a few minutes of arguing over whose starter 
tasted best, the main courses started arriving. 

Mine was a Mangshor Jhool, a Bengali lamb curry. 


The meat was tender and the gravy, while full of flavour, 
didn’t detract from its taste. 

My other half had gone for something milder: Murgh 
Begum Bahar, a chicken dish with a rich pale sauce of 
yoghurt, curd and almonds. Our daughter had chosen 
Maacher Jhool, a Bengali fish curry. She couldn’t shut 
up about it. I took a taste and it was hard to argue with 
her enthusiasm. Side dishes were made up of a couple 
of naan breads - one peshwari and one garlic - and a 
basmati rice made with onions, ginger, salt and steamed 
mushroom. I’d happily eat that on its own as a meal. 


There were three desserts on offer, so we had one 
each: a neat little chocolate sponge with a molten 
middle, a white chocolate affair like an Eton Mess and a 
traditional gulab jamun, sweet spongy balls made with 
evaporated milk and soaked in rose scented syrup. With 
a good strong cup of coffee to finish. 

With a bottle of wine, two people aren’t going to 
leave with a bill much under £80 but there’s a good 
reason why, after more than three decades, The Bilash 
maintains its reputation. 

SIMON PENFOLD 


LET US CONSTRUCT 
YOUR PERFECT WEBSITE 

From as little as £15.00 per month MNA Digital can create you your perfect website 



MNA DIGITAL 


Call 01902 319730 or visit: www.mnadigital.co.uk 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


A stylish period 
property in most 
convenient location 

Recently refurbished, 501 Halesowen Road, 
Cradley Heath, is an extremely stylish period 
property in a most convenient location. 

The superb accommodation includes a large open 
plan lounge/dining room, a fully fitted kitchen with 
appliances, three bedrooms and bathroom with a 
separate WC to the first floor. 

This home also has gas central heating, recently 
installed double glazing and a most attractive and 
private rear garden. It is for sale through Hicks Hadley 
at £175,000. 

In more detail the entrance hall has high quality 
white laminate flooring and a glazed door leading 
to the very large open plan lounge/dining room. 

This also has high quality white laminate flooring 
throughout, a feature fireplace, recess shelving, an 
open plan staircase leading to the first floor and a 
bow window and French doors leading to the rear 
garden. 

The fully fitted kitchen has a range of high gloss 
fronted units, base units with worktops over, 
matching wall units, a fitted oven and hob with a 
black cooker hood over, plumbing for a dishwasher, 
plumbing for a washing machine, ceramic tiling and 
white laminate flooring and a door to the rear garden. 

The open plan staircase leads to the first floor 
landing. Bedroom one overlooks the frontage and 
has a fitted cupboard with shelving. Bedroom two 
has views of the rear garden. 

A hallway leads to bedroom three. All have white 
laminate flooring. 

The bathroom has a panelled bath with a shower 
over and a shower screen, vanity wash hand basin 
with a cupboard, white laminate flooring, a fitted 
cupboard with shelving and ceramic tiling. There is 
also a separate WC with a low flush suite, ceramic 
tiling and white laminate flooring. 

Outside, the property sits behind wrought iron gate 
and fence. 

The attractive and private walled rear garden 
comprises a patio area with steps up to lawned 
garden with mature shrubs and plants. 


CRADLEY HEATH £175,000 




AGENT: Hicks Hadley 

TEL: 0121 585 6667 

EMAIL: sales@hickshadley.com 


KEY FEATURES 


Superb high spec finish 
Refurbished & stylish 
Large open plan lounge/diner. 
3 bedrooms 
Attractive rear garden 


i *- 
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She's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 


If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, March 30, 2017 
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Taylors 


the property professional 


s 


Kinuswinford 

01384 401777 


Brierley Hill 
01384 265265 

StourtrMge 


SoJkIo 

01902 880888 


Halesowen 



DUDLEY, Cowley Drive, Milking Bank 

Situated on corner plot on the popular MILKING BANK & having been lovingly improved and 
extended this DETACHED property is an ideal family home. Boasting gas central heating & 
double glazing this FIVE BEDROOM house also benefits from; hall, living room, sitting/family 
room, dining room, kitchen-diner, utility room, ground floor shower room, master bedroom 
with ensuite, walk-in wardrobe to second bedroom, bathroom. Parking for ample vehicles & 
extensive enclosed side and rear gardens. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC: D SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £324,950 



•fe. i 



LOWER G0RNAL, Ruiton Street 

RARE OPPORTUNITY! A cleared development site in an established well regarded 
neighbourhood. Planning consent secured from Dudley MBC in 2015 (application reference 
P14/1139) to construct 10 apartments totalling approximately 6,400 sq.ft (5xtwo bed and 5 
x one bed). 

There is a Section 106 agreement for compliance but no financial contributions or community 
infrastructure levy. Additional drawings for inspection at Sedgley office or please contact 
Richard Davies (Richard.Davies@taylors-estateagents.co.uk) to express interest. 

Offers in the region of £300,000 



SEDGLEY, Sandyfields Road 

EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, double glazed THREE DOUBLE BEDROOM detached with 
PANORAMIC DISTANTVIEWS comprising, hall, store, extended L shape through living/dining 
room, kitchen, utility room, cloakroom. THREE BEDROOMS, bathroom, garage, gardens. EPC 
C SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £300,000 




SEDGLEY, Sunningdale Road, Northway 


ENVIABLY SITUATED with magnificent PANORAMIC DISTANT 
VIEWS a spacious EXTENDED & comprehensively refurbished/ 
upgraded detached upon corner plot abutting onto fields 
comprising; hall, cloakroom, L shape 19'8 through living/dining 
room with double doors through to CONSERVATORY, extended/ 
recently refitted 18'10"x 16'4" dining kitchen, den/snug off and 
utility room.THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS, bathroom, extensive 
grounds. EPC: D SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £300,000 



WALL HEATH, Lynwood Avenue 


Delightfully situated within this highly sought after address 
within Wall Heath Village, this LARGE TWO BEDROOM 
TRADITIONAL DETACHED BUNGALOW offers a very generous 
layout, plus a large driveway, together with a landscaped rear 
garden stocked with beautiful plants / trees, enjoying the 
afternoon sun. EPC E 


Offers in Excess of £260,000 


GOSPEL END VILLAGE, NR. Sedgley, Gospel End 
Road 

ENVIABLY SITUATED ABUTTING ONTO OPEN FIELDS with 
tremendous distant views. Stylish gas centrally heated UPVC 
double glazed detached in favoured district having porch, hall, 
understair store, 22ft through living/dining room, kitchen, utility 
room, THREE GENEROUS BEDROOMS, bathroom with art-deco 
style suite, large garage, delightful gardens. EPC: C. SEDGLEY 

£ 269 , 950 , NOW £260,000 


OUTSTANDING, exceptionally STYLISH, gas centrally heated, 
double glazed detached bungalow that has been "transformed" 
by vendors to a magnificent specification comprising; hall, THREE 
BEDROOMS (one with fitted units), bathroom with a white suite, 
refitted kitchen with a fine range of units, lounge with double 
doors through to LARGE 2T3"CONSERVATORY. Block paved 
driveway, car port, garage, "garden room",barbeque area with 
landscaped garden and slabbed patio. EPCTBA SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £250,000 


ENLARGED, gas centrally heated, double glazed detached two/ 
three bedroom within walking distance of so many amenities 
comprising; porch, hall, principal bedroom with wardrobes, study 
(occasional third bedroom), refitted dining kitchen with'high 
gloss white'finish units, utility room, bathroom, second bedroom, 
inner vestibule, walk in dressing room with a fine range of first 
quality units, shower/wet room, LARGE GARAGE, neat garden. 
EPCTBA SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £245,000 



QUARRY BANK, Lawnsdown Road 



NETHERT0N, Swallow Close 



LOWER G0RNAL, The Straits 


KINGSWINF0RD, Greenfields Road 


PENSNETT, Milton Street 




This EXPENSIVELY APPOINTED, SEMI-DETACHED HOME 
comprises: Hall, Attractive Through Lounge with Dining Area, 
SUPERB RE-FITTED MODERN KITCHEN,THREE SPACIOUS FIRST 
FLOOR BEDROOMS, House Bathroom, Driveway, Large Garden & 
Garage. EPC:C 


£139,950 


This SIMPLY STUNNING & EXPENSIVELY APPOINTED,THREE 
BEDROOM, END-TERRACE HOME comprises: Hall, Stylish Sitting 
Room, STUNNING CONTEMPORARY GLOSS KITCHEN,Three Well 
Decorated Bedrooms, LUXURIOUS SHOWER ROOM, ATTRACTIVE 
REAR GARDEN! EPC: 


£139,950 


EXCEPTIONALLY STYLISH gas centrally heated double glazed 
semi detached'miners cottage'that has been significantly 
modernised in recent years carefully retaining many fine period 
features. Situated in favoured/convenient district comprising; 
hallway, lounge with cast'living flame'fireplace, store, refitted 
kitchen and a CONSERVATORY beyond. Two bedrooms (principle 
with an extensive range of built in units) bathroom. Potential 
parking LENGTHY REAR G ARDEN. EPC: E SEDGLEY 

£ 142 , 500 , NOW £139,500 


A SUBSTANTIAL & EXTENDED MID FAMILYTOWN HOUSE, offering 
a VERY LARGE layout, which requires some updating, including 
TWO SEPARATE RECEPTION ROOMS, Ground Floor Shower/Wet 
Room and THREE LARGE BEDROOMS. To the rear is a landscaped 
rear garden with STORAGE OUTBUILDING. EPC C 


£136,950 


This BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED & SUBSTANTIAL, SEMI-DETACHED 
HOME comprises: Porch, Hall, Attractive Lounge, STUNNING RE¬ 
FITTED KITCHEN, Conservatory, FOURS FIRST FLOOR BEDROOMS, 
Well Appointed Shower Room, Driveway, Garage & Large Garden. 


£129,950 




This SPACIOUS & VERY WELL PROPORTIONED HOME is situated 
within this POPULAR RESIDENTIAL LOCATION and comprises: 
Lounge, Fitted Kitchen with Dining Area, Three Large First Floor 
Bedrooms, House Bathroom & Low Maintenance Rear Garden. 
EPC: 


This RATHER DECEPTIVE & MOST APPEALING, MODERN STYLE, 
TWO BEDROOM HOME comprises: Pleasant Lounge, Spacious 
Well Fitted Kitchen, Two Good First Floor Bedrooms, Well 
Appointed Bathroom, Attractive Front & Rear Gardens & Rear 
Driveway. EPC: D 


This STYLISHLY DECORATED & EXPENSIVELY APPOINTED, TWO 
BEDROOM, MEWS STYLE HOME comprises: Attractive Lounge, 
MODERN BREAKFAST KITCHEN,Two First Floor Bedrooms, 
Beautifully Appointed Bathroom, Off Road Parking & Pretty Rear 
Garden. EPC: E 


This MOST APPEALING & SPACIOUS, TWO BEDROOM, SEMI¬ 
DETACHED HOME comprises: Hall, Through Lounge with Dining 
Area, Fitted Kitchen, Two Large First Floor Bedrooms, House 
Shower Room, Driveway & Attractive Rear Garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN! EPC: 


A LARGE TWO BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR FLAT superbly 
placed, within the much sought after Valley Fields with PARKING 
for FOUR CAR plus SUBSTANTIAL SIDE STORE, all enhancing 
the GENEROUS layout, which is BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED 
throughout. EPC D 


£112,500 


£109,750 


£107,500 


£104,950 


£104,950 


www.tay1ors-estateageiits.co.uk 


Follow us on: f 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 


KinKswinford Briertey Hill 

01384 401777 01384 265265 


Swltfltry 

01902 880888 


A.v, a StouribcWge u Halesowen 



W00DSETT0N, Tamar Drive 

SWIFT COMPLETION AVAILABLE. EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, double glazed detached 
with open aspect. Personal inspection is imperative for full appreciation of this property 
which comprises; Hall, Cloakroom, store, 22 ft through living/dining room and patio doors 
through to CONSERVATORY, extended/refitted breakfast kitchen & patio doors to outside. 
Principal 19ft 4"through bedroom possibilities of sub division to create en suite shower 
room?, 3 further bedrooms, bathroom, garage, garden, blocked paved drive. EPC: D SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £230,000 



SEDGLEY, Southerndown Road, Brownswall estate 

Significantly ENLARGED gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed semi detached occupying a 
wide corner plot in favoured district. Conscientiously maintained over the years the property 
now offers further potential and comprises; porch, hall, separate dining room, enlarged 
17'8" lounge and a brick/UPVC double glazed CONSERVATORY, sitting room, kitchen. Three 
bedrooms, bathroom, TWO GARAGES, further parking, sheltered rear garden. EPGTBC. 
SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £210,000 



TIPTON, Oxford Way 

Superbly presented modern property on this popular development in Tipto, benefiting 
from double glazing & central heating this semi-detached family home also boasts entrance 
hall, guest W/C, living room, spacious kitchen-diner, THREE BEDROOMS, family bathroom, 
enclosed rear garden and driveway to front. EPC: C. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £146,500 



SEDGLEY, ‘Algar Grange’, Off Dudley Road 

With construction now completed, and just 3 bungalows still 
available for sale, an exciting development of gas centrally 
heated, uPVC double glazed BUNGALOWS so conveniently 
situated for Sedgley's Bull Ring & all associated amenities. 

Two designs available with prices from £218,500 up to 
£279,000.-Further details with Agents Sedgley Office. SAP:T.B.A. 


PRICES FROM £218,500 



DUDLEY, St Edmunds Close 


NO UPWARD CHAIN - Stylish, recently built, Freehold gas 
centrally heated double glazed TWO DOUBLE BEDROOM end 
'starter-home'presented in exemplary order throughout and 
representing an ideal opportunity for first time buyers. With 
PARKING to rear accommodation comprises; hall, cloakroom, 
kitchen with a fine range of'satin-cream'effect units, lounge (with 
double French doors out to the garden), two double bedrooms, 
bathroom with white suite, garden, parking. EPGTBC. SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £124,950 



QUARRY BANK, Stour Hill 


This ATTRACTIVE & MOST APPEALING, TWO BEDROOM, PERIOD 
STYLE HOME is available for sale with NO UPWARD CHAIN and 
comprises: Lovely Sitting Room, Spacious Breakfast Kitchen,Two 
first Floor Bedrooms, White Suite Bathroom, Pleasant Garden. 
EPC: E 



W0MB0URNE, Planks Lane 

An IMPRESSIVE SEMI DETACHED FAMILY HOME, set back beyond 
the GENEROUS FRONT DRIVEWAY with GARAGE and a GOOD 
SIZED LEVEL & SUNNY REAR GARDEN, superbly located within 
Wombourne village, offering a VERY WELL PRESENTED layout 
including THREE LARGE BEDROOMS. EPC D 


^_ £209,950 



TIPTON, Birmingham New Road 


NO UPWARD CHAIN. As well as gas central heating and double 
glazing, this fantastically presented traditional semi-detached 
property boasts through lounge-diner, galley kitchen, 
conservatory,THREE BEDROOMS, family bathroom, enclosed rear 
garden and driveway to front. EPOTBA SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £124,950 



PENSNETT, Primrose Park 


An IMPRESSIVE TWO BEDROOM MEWS BUNGALOW, delightfully 
located within this sought after retirement and warden 
controlled development, all set within secure gated and 
beautifully maintained gardens/ grounds, including communal 
RESIDENT CAR PARKING. EPC D 


^_ £94,950 


KINGSWINF0RD, Winford Avenue 

Enjoying spectacular elevated views, this IMPRESSIVE THREE 
BEDROOM DETACHED FAMILY HOME is superbly located and 
offers a GENEROUS layout, all of which is WELL PRESENTED 
throughout. With DRIVEWAY, GARAGE and a private/ sunny rear 
garden. EPC D 


^_ £204,950 



NETHERT0N, Warwick Road 


This DELIGHTFULLY PRESENTED,THREE BEDROOM, TRADITIONAL 
STYLE, PROPERTY comprises: Hall, Attractive L-Shaped Lounge, 
Modern Well Fitted Kitchen, Guests W.C, Three Large First Floor 
Bedrooms, Well Appointed Bathroom & PLEASANT GARDEN! 

EPC D 


£114,950 



NETHERT0N, Purlin Wharf 


BUY-TO-LET INVESTORS ONLY -TENANT IN SITU: WELL 
PRESENTED, TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT comprises: Hall, Sitting 
Room, Modern Kitchen,Two Generous Bedrooms (En-Suite 
Shower Room), Bathroom, Allocated Parking, Pretty Communal 
Grounds. EPC B 


^_ £87,995 



KINGSWINFORD, Bromley Lane 


Enjoying a generous position within this popular address, 
including a GARAGE and large garden with DRIVEWAY to the 
rear, this MODERN SEMI-DETACHED THREE BEDROOM HOUSE 
is enhanced by a large CONSERVATORY and offers a well 
proportioned layout. EPC C 



NETHERT0N, Round Street 


This BEAUTIFULLY IMPROVED, SEMI-DETACHED HOME comprises: 
Attractive Lounge, Spacious Well Fitted Breakfast Kitchen, Two 
Good First Floor Bedrooms, White Suite Bathroom, Excellent 
Driveway, Thoughtfully Landscaped Rear Garden. EPC E 


£114,950 



SEDGLEY, Tipton Road 


Gas centrally heated, cavity wall insulated, majority UPVC double 
glazed GROUND FLOOR two bedroom flat for improvement. 
Excellently situated within reasonable distance of open fields/ 
day-to-day amenities the accommodation includes entrance 
hallway, living/dining room, kitchen, inner hallway, two 
bedrooms, bathroom, boiler room; shared grounds, brick garage, 
SHORT LEASE. EPC Rating C. SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £80,000 



SEDGLEY, Beacon Rise 


A stunningly presented semi-detached property located in the 
extremely sought after area of Sedgley. Benefiting from gas 
central heating and double glazing, this much improved family 
home also benefits from entrance hall, attractive through-lounge 
with fitted-kitchen, THREE BEDROOMS, family bathroom, front 
and rear gardens with driveway to side. VIEWING IS HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED. EPGTBC. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £144,950 



DUDLEY, Corser Street 


NO UPWARD CHAIN. Well presented terrace property ©within 
walking distance of Milking Bank Schools?* which benefits from 
entrance porch, living room, good-sized kitchen-diner,THREE 
BEDROOMS, bathroom, central heating and double glazing, 
enclosed spacious rear garden and parking to front. EPC: D 
SEDGLEY 


NOW £114,950 



NETHERT0N, Church Road 


This SPACIOUS & WELL APPOINTED, GROUND FLOOR, 
APARTMENT comprises: Hall, Attractive Sitting Room, Well 
Fitted Kitchen, Generous DOUBLE Bedroom, Modern Bathroom, 
Allocated & Visitor Parking, Pretty Communal Grounds, UPVC 
DOUBLE GLAZING. EPC D 


£79,950 


www.tay1ors-estateageiits.co.uk 
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[SDL 

BIGWOOD 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 

sdlbigwood.co.uk 

aSDLBigwood 


Do you want to sell your property quickly 
with an immediate exchange of contracts? 



Contact us for a FREE no obligation auction appraisal 


Birmingham & The South Black Country & The North 

0121 233 5046 01902 255 086 





Spacious and 
modern family 
property has 
five bedrooms 


TIPTON 

£ 210,000 «< 


A modern detached house 
with five bedrooms in Gate 
Street, Tipton, has had its 
garage converted into an extra 
bedroom plus a wet room. 

It is for sale through Paul 
Dubberley at £210,000. 

With double glazing and 
gas central heating, its 
accommodation briefly 
comprises a reception hall, a 
guest cloakroom, a lounge, a 
conservatory, a fitted kitchen, 
a downstairs bedroom with 
a wet room, four upstairs 
bedrooms, a family bathroom, 
a driveway to the front of the 
property and a good-sized 
rear garden. 

The selling agents are 
expecting a lot of interest to 
be shown in this superb and 
spacious home. 

For further information, or 
to book that all important 
viewing, contact the selling 
agents, Paul Dubberley on 
0121 5223733 or visit www. 
pauldubberley.co.uk 


Wakem 




[ 
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35 EATON CRESCENT, LOWER GORNAL 

•Detached house with three bedrooms 

•Occupying a pleasant corner location with Hopyard Close 

•Integral garage with cloakroom off at the rear with low level w.c. 

•Well maintained accommodation with double glazing & gas central heating 
•EPC RATING E 


THE ORCHARD’, KETTLES BANK ROAD PRICES FROM £242,000 
GORNAL WOOD 

•Small development of four new build houses with 3 & 4 bedrooms 
£210,000 #The houses offer extremely spacious accommodation 
•With laid out gardens and parking facilities 
•Occupying a popular, pleasant & convenient location 

• Integrated roof solar panels generating free electricity for your home 
•To be built by Ling Homes Ltd with 10 year structural warranty 

• EPC RATINGS TBC 


O/A £179,950 



28 FLAVELL STREET 0/AE129,950 


•Three bedrooms 
•Enlarged accommodation at re; 
•Two reception rooms 
•EPC RATING D 


•Two bedrooms 
•llpvc double glazing 
•Well maintained accommodation 
•EC RATING D 


81 NEW STREET, GORNAL WOOD 

•Individually designed and built traditional style detached house 
•Well proportioned, extended and enlarged three bedroom accommodation 
•Potential for further enhancement & upgrading to a discerning buyers own style 
•Occupying a wide road frontage with ample off road parking 
•EPC RATING E 

83-84 CINDER BANK 
DUDLEY 

£9,500 per annum 

•Detached office building 
•Flexible office accommodation 
•Well maintained and carpeted 
•Car parking for several vehicles 
•Prominently situated kingswinford 

•Semi detached house 

•EPC RATING D .Two bedrooms 

•Conservatory 

•Re-fitted kitchen & bathroom 
•EPC RATING D 


7 REDWOOD AVENUE £135,000 


•Three bedroms 
•’L’ shaped rear garden 
•EPC RATING E 




102 PENZER AVENUE £750 pcm 111 STOURBRIDGE ROAD £560 pcm 


•Two bedrooms 
•Gas central heating 
•Double glazing 
•EPC RATING C_ 


202 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley 

01384 459999 


wakeman-online.com 




































ROAD TEST 


Handsome estate is Superb Skoda 



By Jon Reay 


Jon Reay’s been learning to live with 
Skoda’s ever-popular Superb Estate. 
What’s it like on a daily basis? Let him 
explain. 

You’ve got to feel for the Skoda Superb 
really, haven’t you? No matter how hard its 
designers, engineers and marketing people 
try, it’s always forced to play second (or third) 
fiddle to the VW Group’s other biggish saloon 
and estate cars - namely the Volkswagen 
Passat and Audi A4. 

Somehow though, I don’t think that’s fair. 

This is now the third generation of Superb 
that Skoda has graced us with (ignoring the 
gigantic 1930s creation from which it gets its 
name), and I reckon it’s probably its best one 
yet. 

In styling alone the Superb has matured 
dramatically. 

Like a gawky child star turned Hollywood 
A-lister, it’s suddenly become very handsome 
indeed - now more than smart enough to mix 
with its premium rivals. 

The interior has come on in leaps and 
bounds too. Skodas haven’t felt badly put 
together since VW took over in the early ’90s, 
but at times certain elements - such as the 
quality of materials - have felt deliberately 
strangled in order for its posher brothers and 
sisters to keep their premium edge. Not so 
any more. 

There’s nothing in our car that’d feel out of 
place in a VW, and although it’s a teensy bit 
bland to look at, a Passat’s insides are hardly 
bursting with interesting detail either. 

There’s a downside though. To make it look 



Pretty much all the car you could want 

like a VW and feel like a VW, Skoda has been 
forced to price it like a VW. Our car is a shade 
over £33,000 with a couple of options thrown 
in - not far off what a similarly specified Passat 
would end up costing. 

The Superb has another trump card though 
- interior space. It’s absolutely gigantic inside, 
with rear leg room in particular beating just 
about everything this side of a Mercedes 
S-Class. Even the Audi A6 - which is larger on 
the outside and starts at some £15,000 more - 
would struggle to match it. 

The Skoda’s budget roots have some 
accidental benefits too. It shares its modular 
platform with the mk7 Volkswagen Golf 
which, aside from saving Skoda some hefty 
development costs, also means that it feels 
surprisingly light - despite having such an 
enormous exterior. 

Any gripes? Well, Skoda has gone a little 
over the top when it comes to softening the 


Superb’s ride. There’s compliant, and then 
there’s just plain floaty - the Superb finds itself 
somewhere nearer the latter. 

The start-stop system likes to have an 
argument with the automatic gearbox too - 
often cutting out the very second you need to 
accelerate away from a junction, leaving the 


DSG’s software to go into a tizzy while you jab 
the accelerator pedal in desperation. 

The Canton-branded sound system isn’t as 
accomplished as its four-door speakers would 
suggest either, though it comes as standard 
on our Laurent & Klement-trimmed car, so I 
won’t protest too much. 


Beyond that, though, it’s hard to fault the 
Superb - and if I was spending £30,000 on 
a big estate, I can’t think of anything else I’d 
rather buy... 

Highlight of the Month: Finding out that the 
Superb Estate is pretty much all the car you 
could want. 


Dudley Motor Company 

GREAT VALUE SERVICING 


/prices X 

( include \ 

rS'dVW/ 


For Cars over 3 years - All prices include 
12 MONTHS ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE* 


f 


VAUXHALL 

SERVICE 

mm 


Great value Van Servicing by Factory 
trained Technicians 
Heavy Van 

Servicing r, t - 

Vauxhall Range - J 


r 5p»y\ 

f toined ) 

technicians, J 

k Genuine / 

SERVICING 




KILLS BACTERIA* PREVENTS SMELLS 
KEEPS YOU COOL & FRESH 


AIR-CON 




1 - 

Class 7 MOT Bay 


Anti-Bacterial 

Service 

From 

Air-Con 

Re-Gas 

Service From 






Service today: Tel: 01384 454100 


Full 

Air-Con 
Service From 

Terms & conditions apply. Excludes R1234YF Gas. Please call for a quote 


Dudley Motor Company Trindle Road, Dudley, West Midlands, DY27AZ. 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 




VAUXHALL 
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"MOTORING 


A blend of economy and performance 



The new range has two models - the V90 cross country and the sportier R-Design 


By John Griffiths 


It’s only a few months since Volvo unveiled 
its biggest, most luxurious range of cars, 
the S (for saloon) and V (for versatility or 
estate) 90s. 

Now it has completed the new range with 
two models which are seemingly at opposite 
ends of the spectrum but actually had much 
in common - the V90 cross country and the 
sportier R-Design performance flagship. 

While both have all-wheel drive and are 
engineered for their intended market, both 
offer limousine-like levels of space and 
comfort, and a rewarding blend of economy 
and performance. 

The R-Design, for example, comes with 
lowered suspension, the most powerful 
engine in the range and sports seats, while 
the Cross Country gets a 65mm rise in its 
ground clearance, special suspension and 
tyres, skid plates and protective mouldings for 
those who venture off the ashphalt. 

It’s 20 years since Volvo launched its first 
estate car with all-wheel drive as a practical 
alternative to the more traditional sports utility 
vehicle. While it now makes SUVs of its own, 
the company knows there is still a market for 
the large but lower and sleeker estate with the 
same wide band of competence. It expects 
the Cross Country to account for around a 
quarter of V90 sales. 

The Cross Country drives on the road like 
a quality saloon: excellent ride comfort, 
quiet and surprisingly agile for such a big 
vehicle: the extra ride height and slightly stiffer 
suspension just don’t make themselves felt. 

It drives like a smaller car, its size and weight 
not detracting from its nimble nature. 

Off road it tackles rough, rutted tracks with 



The Volvo deals with 200 voice commands 

aplomb, and must rank among the best 
in soaking up the bumps and cossetting 
passengers. As well as four-wheel drive (and a 
switchable driving model to optimise traction) 
off-road mode also has automatic hill descent 
control - keeping your speed to a controllable 
walking pace down steep, slippery slopes 
- and hill hold, which prevents you slipping 
backwards on such terrain. 

This combination is what makes the Cross 
Country a true all-rounder. 

The £39,800 test car was powered by 
Volvo’s D4 engine, a two-litre turbo diesel 
mated to an automatic transmission which 
can waft the car to 62mph in 8.8 seconds yet 
is still capable of averaging better than 54mpg 
(C02 emissions 138g/km). The alternative, D5 
engine is currently the most powerful, turning 
out 235bhp - taking a second off the sprint 
time for only fractional penalties in economy 
and C02. Prices start at £43,400. 

Later this year, the Cross Country will also 
be available with the same powertrain as 
Volvo’s XC90 SUV: a supercharged and 
turbocharged engine driving the front wheels 


and an electric motor position with and 
powering the rear, giving a combined output 
of 407bhp. 

The Cross Country has a small but exclusive 
list of competitors and is a serious challenge 
to many of them on price and running costs. 

But it is also a different offering, majoring 
on sublime ride comfort and space. The 
big leather seats will accommodate five 
adults, with even the tallest finding knee and 
headroom in the rear. With its light feel and 
agility, it makes this biggest Volvo a relaxing 
place to be. Plus you have the knowledge 
that you’re in a safe place - the V90 is one of 
the three Volvos which topped the scoring in 
EuroNCAP crash tests, making them officially 
the safest cars on the road. 

The wide, low opening boot (there’s an 
electric tailgate) opens up to a generous 560 
litres of boot space, which expands to 1,560 
litres with the rear seats folded down. 

The driver’s position is a model of 
Scandinavian simplicity. There is a 
comprehensive dash, of course, with thumb- 
operated remote control buttons on the 
steering wheel for a range of functions. 

But many systems from satnav to climate 
control work via the large central touch 
screen, which is virtually an in-car home 
computer. Through the latest Volvo Sensus 
system, you can turn the car into a Wifi 
hotspot, connect smartphones, stream media 
or internet radio stations, find parking spots or 
hotels and use Volvo On-Call. 

Using this latter system you can check if 
the doors and windows are locked, warm the 
car up before you get in it, and even have the 
car flash its lights to make it easier to find in a 
darkened car park. The sound system comes 
from renowned British company Bowers and 


Wilkins - all 18 speakers and 1,400 watts of it. 

For many of the car’s functions there’s no 
need to touch any buttons or screens at all - it 
can deal with up to 200 voice commands. 

This is a Volvo so, apart from the structure of 
the car itself, there are multiple hi-tech safety 
systems including some world firsts. 

There’s “city safety” which will automatically 
brake if it detects a possible collision not 
only with other cars but also pedestrians and 
large animals. Another system will correct 
the steering and tighten the seatbelts if it 
recognises you are about to run off road. 

Volvo’s pilot assist system has also been 


further developed. Like any adaptive cruise 
control, it uses the throttle and brakes to keep 
you a set distance from the car in front, but 
also uses the steering to keep you centred 
in a motorway lane. Such systems - once 
you get used to them - not only help to keep 
you safer but can also make a long drive 
more relaxing and less stressful. That’s a 
combination which in many ways sums up the 
V90 Cross Country. Officially one of the safest 
cars, it is luxurious and yet highly competent 
both on and off-road and offers a competitive 
and different alternative to the conventional 
premium SUV with its low, sleek styling. 
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Please contact Craig or Keith 

T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford 
DY6 8XB 

1 Mile from Russells Hall 
Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


MIN11.5 ONE D 3-dr, Blue, 16,000 miles. £9495 

CITROEN C4 GRAND PICASS01.6 HDIAIRDREAM 5-dr, Red, 39,000 miles. £9695 

NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCITEKNA 5-dr, Pearl, 27,000 miles. £9995 

HYUNDAI 1X352.0 CRDI PREMIUM 5-dr, Red, 66,000 miles. £9995 

NISSAN JUKE 1.2 DIG-T ACENTA 5-dr, White, 13,000 miles. £10,795 

SKODA OCTAVIA 1.6 TDICR ELEGANCE 5-dr, Black, 45,000 miles. £11,495 

NISSAN QASHQA11.5 DCI N-TEC 5-dr, Gold, 35,000 miles. £11,495 

HYUNDAI 1X351.7 CRDI PREMIUM 5-dr, White, 38,000 miles. £11,750 

MERCEDES C CLASS C200 CDI ELEGANCE AUTO Blue, 47,000 miles. £11,995 

AUDI A11.4 TFSI SPORT S AUTO 5-dr, Red, 19,000 miles. £12,995 

HYUNDAI 1X35 2.0 CRDI PREMIUM 4X4 5-dr, Blue, 48,000 miles. £13,495 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

VAUXHALL COMB01.3 CDTI SPORTIVE VAN Silver, 24,000 miles. £7000 +VAT 

TOYOTA PROACE 2.0 HDI VAN 120 White, 26,000 miles. £10,000 +VAT 

VAUXHALL VIVAR01.6 CDTI 2900 VAN White, 20,000 miles. £10,000 +VAT 

RENAULT TRAFIC LL29 DCI VAN White, 17,000 miles. £12,000 +VAT 

MITSUBISHI L200 D/CAB WARRIOR Grey, 36,000 miles. £13,000 +VAT 

VAUXHALL VIVAR01.6 CDTI LWB SPORTIVE Silver + Grey, 5,000 miles. £14,500 +VAT 

VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER 2.0 TDI STARTLINE VAN White, 12,000 miles. £15,000 +VAT 

FORD RANGER D/CAB 2.2 TDCI PICKUP Blue, 17,000 miles. £15,995 (No VAT) 

FORD RANGER D/CAB 2.2 TDCI AUTO LTD. PICKUP Blue. £19,995 (No VAT) 


Award winning family-run business - established 1953 
Motability Premier Dealer HBpD 




VAUXHALL 
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Aeriels 


Castle Aerials 

-DUDLEY- 

ALL SKY WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Digital Aerials from £65 
1 Aerial into 4 rooms £135 

• TV Aerial Installations • Home Cinema 

• Cabling (hidden) • Multipoint 
Installations 

• Antenna Repairs • Aerial Upgrades 
Friendly, reliable service 

Tel: 07954 435402 7 5yrsexperience, 

/ 01384 350150 all work guaranteed 







Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 




MILL HOUSEHOLD 
CKRPENTRY 

& Property Maintenance 

Free Quotes & Advice 
Home Improvements - Doors - Stairs 
- Spindles - Gates - Partitions - 
Cupboards - Boxing in Storage Space 
Fully Insured 

Call Jon On 

07722 140544 
01384 347312 


c'Xt LJH ». 

Carpentry 


A fully qualified, 
professional carpenter 
with 25 years experience. 

Kitchens • Bedrooms 
Decking • Floors • Doors 
Windows and much more 


For a free quote 

01384 259243 
07772 024612 


Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS REPLACED 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


iei 


«f| 4n 


1 Reduce heat loss by up to 15% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington 
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 



WITH A 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE AND 
FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


WE HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing •Red Tarmac 
Car Parbs 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



J ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Thrfing 

• Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate »15 years experience • Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@ outlook, com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, City . L -f 
Halesowen B63 2QB Cjilih 


P & J 

DRIVEWAYS 

* Drives * Patios 
* Block Paving * Garden Walls 
Free Quotes 

07814 011584 

Over 30 years experience 


Cs/~eet - 

CsJ-iidt 


Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot-Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrill@ 14 ahoo.co.uk 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available lyl 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 


MBCJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: ^ - 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


Fencing 


BRIERLEY HILL SHEDS 


01384 918383 

Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 
www. de lp hglazetlu 11 i ts. co.uk 

Mobile: 


Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy duty sheds/summerhouses 

6x4 sheds prices from £25518x6 summerhouses from £495 
1 ” flooring,13mm t/g, no osb boards used All sizes available 
Tanalised railway sleepers £17 each 
Come and view before you buy 

Unit 8 Dawley Brook Road 
Kingswinford DY6 7BD 

01384 400089 




Electricians 


( Electrical 

V- * Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 

Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 


Over 16 Years E 


+~ -hr- 01384 278471 


Gardening 



ALLMARK LANDSCAPING 
& GARDENING SERVICES 
[CALL DARREN: 07963j142 736 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



fGORHAL^E pGARDEHSERViCisI 

■ Conifers reduced & trimmed | 

• Crown reductions • Tree Felling 
»Turfing • Fencing • Hedge Trimming | 
p JunglesWgardens cleared 
» Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified 

• Stump removals 

mom 

01384 830 


All aspects of garden workundertaken 

• Full Landscaping 

• Mowing/Trimming 

• Weeding 

• Tree Management 

• Plus much much more 
Telephone Giles for your FREE quote 

07495 942082 


J 



PETROL MOWERS/ 
STRIMMERS SERVICES 
FROM £50 

RELIABLE AND 
EXPERIENCED GARDENER 

Looking for full / part time work 
References Available 
No job too small, Give me a call 
PRH GARDEN & MAINTENANCE 
Call Peter 

07746 195172 
01384 821105 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Loft Ladders 


The LoFt Ladder man 


Loft Ladders 
fitted from \} t ±¥ 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting |j^g our 

Call Luke on brand new 

07779 118807 or facebook 
01384 833025 page® 1 .■ 

iukejs248@gmaii.com theloftladderman 


We will 
beat 
any like 
for like 
quote 





PROVEN 



Professional oven 
cleaning services 

Reliable, local and 
independent business 
Have your oven restored to 
near showroom condition at 
an affordable price 
Call 01384 732132 
E: info@provenclean.co.uk 
W: www.provenclean.co.uk 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 


Plumbing & Heating 



•SBSSSSS 


/ Central Heating & Boilers 

/ Power Flushing . 

/ Boiler Servicing & Repairs 
/ Kitchens & Bathrooms 


/ 


plumbing work undertaken _( 
Callfor 

and for all other offers V 

« : /safe! 
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Plumbing 


NEED A PLUMBER OR JOBS 
DOING AROUND THE HOUSE? 

! 


Give Ian a call 

I fit Bathrooms, Outside 
Taps, Flat Pack, etc 

No job too small! 

No call out charge 


FREE QUOTES 

07813 506025 • (01902) 276740 


Property Maintenance 



DLH Property Maintenance 



• Interior/Exterior Painting Decor 

• Render/Repointing Brickwork 

• GRP Flat Roof Fibre Glass Systems 

• Jet Washing/Driveways/Patios, 
Re-Sanding/Sealing 

• All General Property 
Maintenance Undertaken 


Direct Line: 


07788 628517 



Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Vl'LLL iTlT// 
CiSJULklE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


ki JjjgilKri 


✓ Slating 

✓ Tiling 

✓ Flat Roofs 

✓ Guttering 

✓ Soffits 

✓ Fascias 

✓ New Roofs 


Free Quotations 



FLAT ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Quotations 

01902 560892 07952 442017 

www.roofixwm.co.uk 


SERVING THE BLACK COUNTRY FOR OVER 25 YEARS 

24 Guttering & Fascia Board Specialist 

• Re-roofs - Slate or Tile . 

Flat Roofs • Lead Work • Chimneys | 

Fully Insured - Free Quotes - All Work Guaranteed 


HOUR 
EMERGENCY 
CALL OUT! 


Day: 07764 939002 
Evening: 01384 459245 
cotterellspm@gmail.com 



ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


Lower Gornal 01902 880040 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 01 384 25277 2 


Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST 

GENTS HEAVY GOLD 
WEDDING RING 

Between Home Bargains and 
the carpark at Bentley Bridge, 
on Thursday, March 23. 
Reward offered 

01902 425390. 


Family 


Capitol h 

Showroom in Bath St., Bilston 


ARE YOU ON DLA OR PIP’S! 

YOU COULD HAVEASCOOTER OR ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIR ON WEEKLY TERMS! 

OVER 25 YEARS SALES/SERVICING ALL 
MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


SILVER CHARM bracelet, 15 
charms, excellent condition. £80 
No offers. 01902 573623. 

07826 277844. 


WANTED OLD GENTS 
WRIST WATCHES 

Omega, Rolex etc by private 

collector not dealer. 

Working or broken. 

Telephone 07979 020256. 

E 


Leisure 

Time 


COL’S CAR 
BOOT & MARKET 
OPEN EVERY 
WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 

at Himley Bypass, B4176 
Ring Colin: 07973 904585 
www.colscarboot.co.uk 
mi@colscarboot 

OPEN ALL YEAR 


ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sundays 
from 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 

on A449, DY6 OAA. 07710 64- 

www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 


WANTED CARAVAN 

Caravan wanted for my old 
man, any make, model or year, 
any condition, with or without 
damp. 

Cash waiting. 

Please call Wesley 
07491 936060. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


AVONDALE RIALTO, 4 berth, 2002, 
end bathroom, full awning, remote 
mover fitted, very good condition, 
£3,200. 07379 294968. 

BAILEY PAGEANT, 2005, 2 berth, 
16ft, all mod cons, awning, extras, 
excellent condition, £4,100 ono. 
Telephone 07379 431069. 

COSALT CAPRI SUPER 

28x12, 5brth, £12k inc decking & 
site fees, vgc, great site mid-Wales, 
pool, tennis, fishing. Please call 
June 07446 298 661 


ELDDIS TORNADO EXCEL 

4 berth. 

Immaculate condition, 3 brand 
new tyres, cassette toilet and 

shower, no damp. 

£900 

07948 182489. 


HYMER B544 MOBIL 

2000, 53,000 miles, excellent 
condition, fully fitted out, right 

hand drive, 12 months MoT. 

£18,995 ono. 

01902 842014. 


LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN/ 

Motorhome for you and get the best 
possible price. Severn Valley 
Leisure, DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 



LUNAR CLUBMAN 

2010, excellent condition. 
Central heating. TV. Fridge. 
End bathroom. Microwave. 
4 ring cooker. New tyres. 
New carpets. 

£11,000. 

07921 287613. 


STATIC CARAVAN 
£7,995 

including 2017 rent, 
Bridgnorth, private fishing and 
club house. 

07475 799991. 


FISHING TACKLE WANTED 

anything considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



self catering 
y holidays 


BUDE CORNWALL 2 BED 
CHALET On 4* woodland site, pool 
& free entertainment. May, June, 
Sept & Oct £140 pw. Whitsun & July 
£200pw School Holidays £395pw 
07974 226 928. 



massage 


TRADITIONAL CHINESE Massage 

‘Hot Stones’. 01902 903659, 
07741 696099. Compton WV6 8AF 



antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

WOLVERHAMPTON RACE COURSE, 
DUNSTALL PARK, WV6 OPE 

SUNDAY 2ND APRIL 

9 AM - 4 PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


A 


Home & 
Services 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

WOODBURNING STOVE Model, 
Harmony 13. £200. 

07836 223538. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrai nmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k +2 computer 
wanted also any old Crash maga¬ 
zines wanted. 01902 892918. 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL. AERIAL- 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 
Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 
Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 
ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


\ AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 
CLEAR VISION AERIALS Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
9 RESULTS- 

)J) 


“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 
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alarms/security 


tty] 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


domestic 

cleaning 


j 


CLEAN For you 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


domestic repairs^ 

& services I 


SAME DAY Low Cost Repairs. 
Washers, Dryers Electric Cookers. 
12 mths guarantee. 07850 355552. 


drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


driveways & | 

patios| 


CRETE BY DESIGN 

Concrete Imprinting 


• BLOCK PAVING • TARMACING 
FREE QUOTES 

01902 489633 (day) 
or 01902 604187 (eve) 


LONG LAST DRIVES 

Block Paving, Resin Bound 
Driveways, Tarmacing, 
Concrete Imprint and Fencing. 
5 YEAR GUARANTEE AND 
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
01384 847112-find us on 
Facebook and Trusted Trader 


driveways/patio 

cleaning 


LOW COST DRIVEWAYS 
AND POWER WASHING 


NO CASH UPFRONT! 

Old driveways restored or built from scratch 

Driveways powerwashed, Block paving re sanded 
& sealed, exterior walls and all hard surface areas. 


01902 824661 or 07513 678259 


electrical 

services 


A BARGAIN PRICED house re-wire, 
fuseboards etc. Grahams Electri¬ 
cal. 01902 842739, 07783 471949. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 


fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS. 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


RTWR* 

rXJCIIMG 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250 / 07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm . 

Sat 8am -12noon m 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury " 


ACE FENCING. A better quality 
panel. Supply/Fit. Free Quotes: 31 
Bank St. WV10 9DU.01902 723910 


gardening | 
y services I 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 pel 
garden. 25 years experience. Cal 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


1ST TREE AMD TURF 

All aspects of Landscaping, Tree 
Surgery, Block Paving, Fencing 


Call Gary on: 01902 443069 
or 07742 430513 


gas fitting | 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

/i Landlord certs. 

/ All areas covered. 

/safe J * E ,t 1< r a £ ing - 
Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


READERS ARE ADVISED 


To check that anyone 
carr^ing^out ajiy Gas work 


It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 


being on the Gas Safe Register. 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CLASSIFIED 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 


k 


I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Plastering, Slabbing and Roofing. 
01902 683100 or 07935 906384. 

SH PROPERTY SERVICES Build¬ 
ing work, Carpentry, Painting & 
Decorating, Gardening, Welding & 

Dnkriontinr. H 7 C O C COOC1 Q ^ e- 


^ house clearances^ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

^ oven cleaning ^ 

AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 

painters / ^ 

V decorators 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 

No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painters & Decorators 

Attention to detail, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimom hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 

^ plans prepared ^ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

^ plastering ^ 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 7/0897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

^ plumbers ^ 


G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 
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ClassifiedAds 


45 


plumbing & heating 


CENTRA HEAT 

Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in April, t&c apply 

A 

A 

if 

01902 845211 



Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 
Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 

01902 403823 07811 855231 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
n RESULTS f | 






I 


A 


“We are really 
happy with 
our Classified 
advertising 
package and 
the business it 
brings us.” 


Martin - Centra Heat 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


roofing 


A ROOFING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


S T ROOFING All roofing work 
carried out. Call: 01902 884705 / 
07841 842824 


SF ROOFING 
& GUTTERING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


removals 


A CHEAPER REMOVAL 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL REMOVALS. 

FULLY INSURED. 7 days. 

01902 89 49 16 
07807 77 30 35 


Q Student/OAP Discounts Q 


A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 


AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

We move anything. 
Professional service, 
45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 
07966 281957 


showers 


SHOWERS 

Supplied/Fitted 
Replaced/Repaired 
Bath to Shower Conversions 
Call James for a FREE quote. 
,07908 052470 / 01902 758494 



The Flat Roofing Specialists 
Specialising in: Felt, Fibreglass 
& Tiling, Repointing & Chimney 
Repairs, Fascias and < 


FOR 1 MONTH ONLY 

GET YOUR FLAT ROOF 
REPLACED WITH FIBREGLASS 
FOR THE SAME PRICE AS A FELT 
ROOF & GUARANTEED 
FOR 25 YEARS 
(Felt only 10 year guarantee) 


ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN 


Family Business est 30 Years 

0800 0855277 or 07538471274 


New Roofs, 
Slating, Tiling, 
GRP Flat Roofs, 



Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings uPVC Fascia Cladding. 

0121 602 0346 
07904 736165 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“Thanks to 
our Classified 
advertising in the 
Express & Star we 
are really busy! 


It definitely 
works for us!” 


Grinsells Skip Hire. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedJIds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


MIMES & 0IM3 BEE 

SeraoSMis 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 


Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

GRAB HIREAND 
MINI DIGGER 
AVAILABLE 

1 01384 2375771 
01902 4057451 
07719 6718451 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


j 


AT BILSTON UPHOLSTERY Your 
suite re-upholstered / repaired or 
cleaned. Free Est: 01902 404698. 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 


springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 



6 

Property 




WANTED URGENTLY 
ONE BEDROOM PROPERTY 

Perton area only, 


Refrence’s and deposit 
waiting. 


Please call 07514 976459. 


properties wanted 



of |>urcha 



lEV/ER VATIMEii 


• NO AGENTS FEES •COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS •ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



You agree the price, we buy the house. 

IN 

6 


FOR YOUR • Legal Fees Paid 


WE BUY ANY HOUSE 


UIIIICE * No Fees 
HHIIj • Any Condition 





I pay 100% of purchase price 


1 Guaranteed offer* ■ Free solicitors * Terms apply 
i Any condition ■ No fees* 


24 hours 
Free phone 
, or landline 


0800 783 2822 

01384 2260861 



take any type of property in any conditii 
Call us first - highest prices paid 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 
make a fresh start m 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADViCE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 

MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 

01384 930 979 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


Home Cash Buyer 


Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 


Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 


Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


WE BUY CASH 

ANY HOUSE 

CALL US FREE 24 Hours/ 7days 

0800 246 1047 ^ 


WE OFFER £20,000 CASH ADVANCE 

<2f NO Fees & FREE Solicitors We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 


07756 022973 

straight forward investment solutio ns 

accommodation 




STOP f 

WE PAY MORE! 


01902 628 047 


A FURNISHED ROOM for mature 
working person, £275gcm^_^inc ^all 


bills. No Dss, W-ton 07957 595840. 
NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


let. 


ROOMS NETHERTON Refurbished 
with Parking. From £85 pwk Single, 
£95 Dwk Double inc bills. No DSS. 
07970 717139 or 07940 116130. 

SEDGLEY ONE BED self contained 
flat, suit single, mature person. No 
DSS/ref’s required. 07948 182489. 


PENN VILLAGE 
Wolverhampton 


Well appointed 2 bed 
apartment, forecourt, parking, 


near all amenities, 
£115,000 ono. 
01902 331155. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 




\ 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


guns & dogs 



GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


FRENCH BULL dog, 16 wks old, 
fawn and black mask, full vac, KC 
reg, all paper work, micro chipped, 
genuine reason for sale, lovely dog. 
£1000 ono. 01384 480463. 


JACK RUSSEL bitch and dog, £150 
each. 

07547 830512. 


YORKSHIRE TERRIER puppies, 
four boys, two girls, £350 each. 
07710 555932. 


••• 


ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 


1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS41LN. 


01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am -4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs 
from owners, all areas (if they 
are vet checked/up to date with 
jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 


Business & 
Farming 


m 


MARKET STALL BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 


Kingswinford, selling pet food 
toys and accessories, prime 
location on privately managed 
(not council) site, separate lock 
up storage unit available for rent 


if required. 07815 184699 



accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 


plant, machinery^ 

& tools| 


R AND J SITE SERVICES LTD 


Grab Hire, Plant Hire Groundwork I 
and all types of aggregates. I 
Anywhere in the Midlands. 


Call 01384 211420 / 07793 079103 
randjsiteservices@hotmail.com 


commercial 

premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 
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“Classified s 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


plant, machinery & tools 


WHY USE SCAFFOLDING? 

When a Niftylift 120t 
will do the job! 


from 


£50 


+ VAT per day!* 


day!* 


Suitable for Trade & DIY 

Hire . Sales . Training . Service 

www.facelift.co.uk 

"“minimum one week hire 


faccWt can us on 0121 313 07 77 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



C+E HGV/LGV CLASS 1 Chill 
Drivers required in Telford and 
Wolverhampton.Excellent Rates of 
Pay. Days, Nights, Weekends, 
AdHoc or Tramping. Register 
online www.lgv-drivers.co.uk or call 
01952 32 48 48 office hours only. 

TRADE PLATE DRIVERS required 
to deliver vehicles thorughout the 
UK. Must be over 25 and like early 
starts. Call 07932 355584. 


BUILDER Seeks employment, brick¬ 
laying, garden, walls, block paying, 


MOT TESTER/MECHANIC Full 
time. Also Prepper / painter 
required. Highly paid Tel 01527 
-7. (Redditch) 


Accredited BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE 

ftr r WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY & 16-17 SEPT. 
7 TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER 



< 

os; 


^ Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


It „“ www.geopace.com 

HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


full time - general 






MUSEUM 
Car Parking Attendants 

We are looking for staff to work on our busy car parking operation, 
both during the day (particularly in school holidays) and at our 
popular evening events, for which an enhanced rate of pay is offered. 

Retail and Admissions 

We are currently seeking experienced and reliable Retail and 
Admissions Assistants to work on fixed term contracts (end of March 
to the beginning of November). 

To apply for these roles please go to www.bclm.com 
or alternatively call HR on 0121 521 5619 


DIRECTOR OF 
MUSIC/ORGANIST 

St. Mary's Church in Kingswinford is seeking to 
appoint a Director of Music and take responsibility for 
music and the choir. 

We are a friendly parish who have a sung parish eucharist 
and evensong weekly. It has a robed choir and there 
is a desire to explore other forms of making music. 
Remuneration negotiable - based on hours agreed and 
RSCM guidelines plus wedding fees (funerals if desired). 
For more details contact: 

The Vicar - Reverend Giles Kendall. 

Email details to: revg.kingswinford@virginmedia.com 


$ 


CLEANERS 


King Charles I School 
Comberton Road 
Kidderminster DY10 1XA 
Tel: 01562 512880 


We are seeking to appoint two enthusiastic and committed people to join our friendly team of 
cleaners.The positions involve cleaning and maintaining the school premises to a high standard 
with direct responsibility for designated areas. The posts are for: term time weekdays only plus 
34.02 banked hours to be worked during the school holidays as directed by the Site Manager; 12.5 
hours per week: 3.30pm until 6.00pm each day; salary scale 1 (£4,342 per annum). 

King Charles I School is a well-resourced 11-18 school with a sixth form. Our students are 
enthusiastic, talented and keen to succeed. If you are too, we would like to hearfrom you. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people 
and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful candidate will be 
required to undertake an Enhanced Disclosure via the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

Further information and an application form are available on the school website 
(www.kingcharlesl ,worcs.sch.uk).The completed form should be emailed or posted to the school 
by 10.00am on Tuesday 28th March. We intend to interview during the week beginning Monday 
3rd April. 

King Charles I School is an equal opportunities employer 


A 


Motoring 




MUST BE SEEN 


AUDI QUATTRO 1.8 TT 

1991 

Blue, low miles, MoT, 
Well looked after. 

£2,000 ono. 
07948146611. 



BMW 320D TOURING 

2009, 117,564 miles, Le Mans, 
blue, auto, tan, leather FSH, 

Nav, bluetooth, lovely car. 

£5,995 ono 
07957 497988. 



FORD ECOSPORT 1.5 TDi 
TITANIUM X PACK 

Full leather, rear parking 
sensor. Reg 28/12/14, 1 lady 
owner, FSPf, 12,600 miles, low 

tax, excellent condition. 

£10,200 o.n.o. 

07780 681142. 



FORD FIESTA 
TITANIUM 95 

1400, 5Dr hatchback, grey 
metallic, 2010, MoT January 
2018, fsh, excellent condition, 
one previous keeper, extras, 

alloys, CD, mats, etc. 

£4,895 o.n.o. 

07739 267589. 


FORD FIESTA 2.0ST 

05, 75,000 Miles, red, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, alarm, long MoT, 6 disc CD 
player. 

£2,200 ono. 

07886 311298. 


LEXUS IS 220D SE 

Silver, 2007, beige leather 
interior, sat nav, media pack 
with reversing cameras, FSH 
from Lexus Wolverhampton, 
92,000 miles, 2 owners from 
new. 

£3,250. 

07779 974453 
or 

01902 451222. 


EXCELLENT 

CONDITION 


MERCEDES A150 

2007, 5dr, 69k miles, FSH, 12 
months MoT, metallic blue. 
£2,450. 

01902 845436 or 07885 
459746. 



MERCEDES A150SE 
CLASSIC 

2008, 40,500 miles, silver, one 
lady owner, MoT, reversing 
sensors, excellent condition, 
PAS, FSH, alarm, Kingswinford 
area. 

£3,800 ono. 

07941 945660. 


MERCEDES SL350 
AUTOMATIC 
CONVERTIBLE 

54 reg, 74,000 miles, FSH, 
Obsidian Black, with cream 
leather, keyless go, power 
hood, panoramic glass roof, 
anti roll bar wind deflector, 
alloys, sat nav, Xenon lights, 

2 keys. 

Absolutely pristine. 

co qqq 

07836 204450 
or 

07545 601552. 



RENAULT CLIO EXTREME 


2007, 53,185 miles, blue, 
electric windows, long MoT, 

central locking, pas, alloys. 

£1,699. 

07879 403302. 


full time - general 


4* 


DYFORM 

JENKINS 

DUNN 


STAMPER / FORGING 
OPERATIVE 

required for closed die and 
open die forgings, for forging 
company in DUDLEY 
Operating 2 ton and 1 ton drop hammers 
plus 10cwt clear space hammer, 
day shifts only. 

Call Paul Sproson on 01384 232844 
or email paul@spromak.co.uk 


TWO KITCHEN FITTERS PLUS 
ONE BATHROOM FITTER 

Required 


for a very reputable company based in Dudley. 


You must be able to tile and complete 
fits to the highest standard. 


Top rates of pay, continuous work all year round. 


CONTACT PAUL OR JAY 
ON 01384 232413 


ESTATE 


MITSUBISHI LANCER 
ESTATE 

Manual, petrol, long MoT until 
November, dark blue, CD 
multichanger, fsh, 59,000 
miles, 2006 reg, used daily, 
electric windows, electric 

mirrors. 

£1,295 ono. 

For more info please call 
07814 263474 
(Bridgnorth area). 



VAUXHALL CORSA 

1.4 Petrol, 3-dr, 07 reg, 
89,978 miles, 11 months MoT, 
half leather, air con, alloys, 

parking sensors. 

£1,700. 

07866 938458. 


VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 1.2 

2013, petrol, 27,000 miles, 2 
lady owners, all electrics, 
air bag, air con, alarm, MoT, 
bluetooth, 6 cd, multi changer, 
immaculate condition, contact 
for full details. 

£11,499 ono 
07375 029114. 


ESTATE 


VOLVO V70 ESTATE 
COUNTRYMAN 


2006, excellent condition, 
89,000 miles, 12 months MoT, 


blue, two owners, 

£3,250 


07977 804499 or 07977 
_ 804414. _ 

■SB 



FORD MONDEO ESTATE 
GHIA 

2004, 60,500 miles, grey, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, long MoT, 
central locking, cruise control, 

pas, diesel, alloys, CD. 

£850 ono. 

07941 430617. 




BMW 320D ESTATE 

Black, MoT Sept 2017,196,000 
miles, very reliable, 2003, 

£900 ono. 

Used daily. 

07804 462906. 



FIAT PANDA 1248CC 


04, MoT August, electric 
windows, central locking, air 
con, sunroof, 78k, 
good condition. 

£950 ono. 

07827 059501 


MUST BE SEEN 


FIAT PUNTOI.2 ACTIVE 


5dr, 22k miles, 52 reg, 1 owner, 
6 months MoT, service history, 


all tyres good, great condition. 

£ 1 , 100 . 

07751 799795. 



FORD KA STREET 

convertible cabriolet, 62,000 
miles, 2003, blue, MoT 
October, economical and 
reliable. 

£850. 

07462 766144. 


NISSAN MICRA 
CELEBRATION 

998cc, 

W Reg., PAS, 
sunroof, 12 months MoT, 
51,000 miles, 

fsh, very nice economical car. 

£685 o.n.o. 

07976 776856. 


PERODUA KELISA 

2006, 39,000 miles. 

5 door, hatchback. 

Small car. 

(Seats 4 people). 

MoT July 2017. 
Millennium gold, one owner. 
£800 ono. 

01384 270840. 


MUST BE SEEN 


RENAULT GRAND 
SCENIC 

1.6, 06 reg, MoT August, 
7 seats, 108,000 miles, 
service history, dark grey, 
very clean, drives well. 

£675 ono. 

07961 669911. 



VAUXHALL MERIVA 

2004, 66,000 miles, mint green, 
abs, electric windows, air bag, 
alarm, long MoT. 

£800 ono. 

01902 416495. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


Drive All Seasons 

Lessons Starting FROM 

E 5 Lessons £50 [T~l 
10 Le £89 I 

I Manual & Automatic! 

Free Unlimited Theory 
07517 845477 

www.driveallseasons.co.uk 


AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £20 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



HONDA VFR 800 V-TEC 

06 plate, MoT, 42,000 miles, 
full Honda pannier set, 
very good condition. 

£3,000 

01902 653069 
or 

07804 766257. 


ivigb 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


07903 54:9849, buyer will call. 


WANTED CLASSIC CAR. 

Triumph / MG / Jaguar / 
Porsche etc anything interest¬ 
ing, as project / investment, 
condition not important. 

Please telephone Ron 
07424 399776. 



clutches / brakes I 
v / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110, Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on others! 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 
07972 169554 
anytime 


spares/parts 


THULE HIRE & SALES 

Roof Boxes, Roof Bars and Cycle 
carriers. Best Prices. Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 WV6 OLE 


vehicle recovery 




RECOVERY AND 
TRANSPORT 


• Breakdowns 

• Vehicle Movement 

• Auction Collection 

• Fast Response 

• Competitive Rates 


07813 753554 (24/7) 
0121 557 3360 

abusinessl @hotmail.co.uk 


■ 
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Local 

Information 


JOHN FELLOWS (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 526 Birmingham New 
Road Bilston West Midlands WV14 9JJ, 
who died on 22/12/2016, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to 
the undersigned Lawyers on or before 
09/06/2017, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
GUARDIAN WILLS LTD 
6 The Holloway 

Swindon Dudley DY3 4NT T497311 


INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 


IN BANKRUPTCY 
DUDLEY COUNTY COURT 
NO 29 Of2009 RE: SUSAN WHITE 

Who at the date of the bankruptcy 
order 22/1/2009, resided at Flat 83, 
Lancaster House, Oldbury Road, 
Rowley Regis, West Midlands B65 
OQE. 

D.0.B: 28 May 1953 
NOTE: the above-named was 
discharged from the proceedings 
and may no longer have a 
connection with the address listed. 

I intend to pay within four months 
from 24th April 2017 (being the last 
day for proving) the first and final 
dividend of 9 p/£. 

Creditors who have not yet proved 
their debts must do so by 24th April 
2017 (being last day of proving) 
otherwise they will be excluded from 
the dividend. The required proof of 
debt form is available on the 
Insolvency Service website 
(www.bis.gov.uk/insolvency, select 
“Forms” and then form 6.37). 
Alternatively, you can contact my 
office at LTADT, P0 Box 490, 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 1YR telephone 
01473 383535 to supply a form. 

Mr D Gibson, Official Receiver 
and trustee 


TO 
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Personals 


ADULT CINEMA! 

We’re still here, 
we were the first, ■ 
the best and we’ll be I 
here after all the rest! | 

The Foxy Lady 


GENTLEMENS DANCE I 
BAR OPENING SOON T 
01902 405522 


A GENUINE MALE, 61 

Easy going, genuine and 
sincere, loving would like meet 

similar lady for relationship. 
Enjoys going out for meals, 
films, walking, etc 
Genuine replies only please. 

Box Number P20746, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

GENTLEMAN, 72 

Honest, caring, easy going, 
WLTM widow lady with no ties, 
67 - 72 for friendship, possible 
relationship, for days out, 
holidays. All areas. 
Photograph please (returned). 
Box Number C20747, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


V 

SOLVENT SUCESSFUL 

60 year old Haleowen male, 
likes to keep fit, seeks attractive 

female. 

Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number P20745 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 
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ATTENTION 
WE WANT YOU 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
FOOTBALL COMBINATION 

Saturday afternoons 
Age 18+ 

Applications are now being 
accepted for 
Season 2017-18. 

Contact E. Yardley. 
01902 753125 
or 07805 455602. 


m % 
m 

BRIERLEY HILL BULLETS 


Charter Standard Club 

Players needed for Under 11s 

team. 

Contact Tim: 07847 253889 
Tony: 07977 308183 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


























































































































Penn Golf Club’s new professional Andy Ellis, left, and director of Union Golf Stuart Bottrill 



Keeping greens in tip-top condition - course manager Tim Johnson 


investment drive 


47 


now paying off 


PENN Golf Club are aiming to leave their rivals 
green with envy as they tee up for a bright fu¬ 
ture. The ambitious club have enjoyed a pro¬ 
ductive winter that has seen them appoint a 
new club professional. 

They have also invested in a new fleet of Toro 
course machinery to help maintain the top class 
course that sweeps across Penn Common. 

Andy Ellis has taken on the role of club professional. He 
is a regular county player at all age levels and former Staf¬ 
fordshire Matchplay champion, and competed in the British 
Amateur Championships at Royal Lytham St Annes before 
turning professional at the age of 23. 

And in a further boost to the club, Ellis will be supported 
by Midlands PGA Golf Professional and director of Union 
Golf, Stuart Bottrill, who will oversee the provision of the 
golf shop services. And with Penn continuing to buck the 
national trend by attracting new members and securing a 
number of high-profile amateur events this summer, there 
is a real feelgood factor about the place. 

Quality 

“There are so many new initiatives going on at present, 
it’s a really exciting time for the club,” said secretary Mick 
Woodhouse. “We are moving forward on several fronts. 

“We are delighted that Andy has joined us. He is a local 
lad and a former club champion at both Oxley and South 
Staffs, has played regular county golf at all age groups and 
played in the amateur open at Royal Lytham. 

“With a newly-refurbished golf shop, including a top-of- 
the-range Swing Studio, Andy will provide an exciting pro¬ 
gramme of coaching and custom fitting to ensure members 
and visitors alike are improving their game at whatever age 
and level they are at. We have also continued to support our 
course manager Tim Johnson with the various investments 
we have made. 

“The course is getting better all the time and we are intro¬ 
ducing two new practice areas which will facilitate a teach¬ 
ing and golf development programme for schools, juniors, 
ladies, gents and families.” 

The quality of the course has been emphasised yet again 
with the club due to stage the Staffordshire county trials 
this month, a Staffordshire Ladies clash with Worcester¬ 
shire in April, a qualifying round for the Staffs Union of Golf 
Clubs Club Golfer Champion in June and a Staffordshire 
Ladies Bronze Alliance meeting in July. 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Nick Elwell 


“There are so many new 
initiatives going on at 
present, it’s a really exciting 
time for the club” 


In addition, American Golf have made a double booking 
with their seniors event, which proved a hit last year, sup¬ 
plemented by a nine-hole competition. 

“American Golf held one of their senior qualifying tour¬ 
naments here last year and they are coming back again this 
summer and we are also staging one of their nine-hole tour¬ 
naments,” added Woodhouse. “Both of those are nationwide 
events while we have also got the county involved again. 

“It’s testament to the quality of the course that we are 
asked to stage events such as these.” 

But arguably the biggest boost for the club’s hard-work¬ 
ing 14-strong board of directors is the continued rise in 
membership. 

“We have 480 members and we are hoping to push that 
to 500 this year,” said Woodhouse. “We interviewed 48 new 
members last year and more interviews are currently taking 
place. That is most encouraging because a lot of clubs are 
struggling to attract new members. 

“There is a lot of competition for new members around 
here because there are a lot of quality of courses in the area. 
So it is encouraging to see people coming to Penn.” 

“We have a new range of attractive membership pack¬ 
ages across all categories with flexible payment plans and 
no joining fees. 

“Our one-month trial membership has proved popular, 
allowing prospective members to experience the course and 
the club facilities.” 

And prospective new members can take advantage of a 
family fun day and open afternoon on April 14 when they 
can play the course for free of charge from 2pm. 

Anyone wishing to play on the day should call 01902 
341142 to reserve a tee time. 


Eddie ready to tackle 
club business lunch 

STOURBRIDGE Rugby Club has scored a massive coup by booking 
England Rugby head coach Eddie Jones as the headline speaker at an 
£100-a-head lunch. 

The Australian is the toast of rugby having just guided England to the 
Six Nations championship after previously leading them to their record 
18th successive victory. 

He will be joined by former Stourbridge head coach and Australian inter¬ 
national Glen Ella, British and Irish Lions international John Bentley, TV 
antiques expert Philip Serrell and Lord Digby Jones - former director-gen¬ 
eral of the Confederation of British Industry at the business lunch. 

Stourbridge Rugby chairman Robin Edwards said the excitement is 
building ahead of the May 5 event, which will see more than 1,100 guests. 
Tickets are still available and cost £95, plus VAT. But demand has been 
strong and tickets are being snapped up fast. 

Jones is set to meet junior coaches and players from the club. Chairman 
Robin Edwards hopes Jones can inspire their younger players. Jones will 
hold morning training sessions prior to the club’s corporate lunch event. 


Scholars mourn loss 
of club stalwart, 79 

CHASETOWN FC are mourning the loss of another club stalwart. 

Club president Brian Baker, aged 79, was a former player and was instru¬ 
mental in the forming of Chase Terrace Old Scholars back in 1954. 

He was affectionately known as ‘Blondie’ in his playing days and Baker 
filled a number of roles in his 63 years with the club. 

His death comes just a month after the passing away of long-serving 
Chasetown physio Mick Andrews. 

Tributes have been paid to Baker. Boss Dave Stringer said: “Its’ been a 
very difficult start to 2017. Following the death of Mick, Brian is another 
huge loss. 

“He was president of the club, part owner and was Chasetown through 
and through. 

“He was a lovely man who did everything he could for the club and will 
be sorely missed,” Stringer added. 

Chasetown chairman and lifelong friend of Mr Baker, Mike Joiner said: 
“Brian will be sadly missed by all associated with the club. 

“For the past 63 years Brian has worked tirelessly for the club and for 
the past 33 years would be seen at the Scholars Ground day in day out.” 


Casino chips in with 
support for‘Bomber’ 

‘BAGGIES Bomber’ Tommy Langford lines up for the world WBO mid¬ 
dleweight title - and has the support of Birmingham’s Broadway Casino. 

Langford steps into the ring on April 22 at Leicester Arena to face Geor¬ 
gian Avtandil Khurtsidze. 

Just three years after turning professional in September 2012, Langford 
won his first regional championship, the WBO middleweight title. By 2016 
he had claimed the British strap and reclaimed his Commonwealth title. 
He has an undefeated professional record and now has his sights set on 
middleweight superstar Gennady Golvkin. Langford, 27, born in Bideford, 
Devon to Midlands family, is now based in Birmingham and has a season 
ticket in the Birmingham Road End. 

He has been sponsored for the fight by Broadway Casino. 

Managing director Denis Dowling said: “We showcase the best of box¬ 
ing in our lively Manhattan Bar. We are sure the added excitement of our 
sponsorship of Tommy will see even more avid fans flock to the casino. We 
are honoured to be able to associate our brand with Tommy, and are thor¬ 
oughly looking forward to watching him in the ring.” 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, March 30, 2017 






































Golf dub investment 
drive is paying off 

Page 47 



SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


DK runners 
take on the 
region’s best 

IT was one of the highlights of the racing 
year for athletes from Dudley Kingswin- 
ford Running Club as the blue hoops 
rubbed shoulders with some of the best 
clubs in the region at the Midland Coun¬ 
ties Road Relays at a sun-bathed Sutton 
Park on Saturday. 

With clubs in attendance from all four 
corners of the Midlands region, there 
was a party atmosphere at the park 
interspersed with bouts of serious run¬ 
ning as each team competed 12 relays 
legs, with the first four legs covering a 
distance of 5.38 miles and the final eight 
legs over 3.165 miles. The results were 
dependent on who covered their 12 relay 
legs the fastest. With 76 clubs starting 
on the first leg at 12.00 it was certainly 
busy with runners having to dodge fami¬ 
lies enjoying the spring sunshine. 

Darran Bishop was first off for DK 
covering the long leg in 32.18 to place 
the club in 41st position. Stuart Perkins 
went out on the next long leg, coming 
home in 31.48, with Dave Norman third 
in 34.03. Simon Hughes completed the 
long legs with a time of 33.41 with the 
club handily placed in 42nd place. 

Sergei Ljubovnikov went out on the 
fifth leg finishing in 22.10, Matt Biggs 
was off sixth posting a time of 18.18 and 
moving the club up to 40th. Mark Homer 
ran a 20.07 leg in seventh, Simon Bliz¬ 
zard ran eighth in 19.45, Andrew Weaver 
ran ninth in 22.12, Richard Jones tenth 
22.29, John Andrews eleventh in 23.49 
and James Wright finished off the round 
dozen in 18.14 to bring the club home in 
34th position. 

A-team edges home 
against club rivals 

Hagley A (114-) beat Hagley ‘B’ (88-3) 
by 16 runs 

HAGLEY A switched the order with Dan 
Giles and Ed Rhodes opening. Giles was 
out for six but John McDonnell and Rho¬ 
des moved the score along. 

Of the recognised batsmen to follow, 
only Joe Lennon made a real contribu¬ 
tion. Hagley ‘B’ lost their first wicket 
on 17 in reply. Opener Stan James 
and Andy Millard moved the scoring 
along until James was out and the rate 
dropped. 

Enville (109-3) beat Oldswinford (103- 
2) by six runs 

Jono Howells (25) and Tom Bing¬ 
ham (28) put on 75 for the first Enville 
wicket. On their retirement Greg Tom¬ 
kins scored at a good rate but other bats¬ 
man gave their wickets away. 

Oldswinford openers Mark Watts and 
Paddy Addis made 60 after six overs. 

Captain Hogg Stanier kept the scoring 
going and was out on 95, but bad batting 
ultimately cost Oldswinford. 

Triathlete in Ed start 

NEW Black Country Triathlete Ed 
Parry completed his first triathlon last 
weekend at the Dyfi Dash Sprint Tri in 
Machynlleth. 

Parry did the 400m swim in 8:39, 
20km bike in 43:46 and the 5k run in 
35:13 finishing in 1:31:07, 25th in his 
age group, an excellent result for his 
first race. 


Ayres is ready to rock for Heathens 



Danny Ayres is Cradley nol 


DANNY Ayres starts the season as 
Cradley’s new number one. 

Ayres, widely regarded as one of the 
top showmen in the sport, has made 
the winter switch from Kent after im¬ 
pressing club bosses last season. 

Boss Will Pottinger has revealed how 
he had a straight choice for top spot in 
the team between Ayres and returning 
skipper Tom Perry. 

“I had the unusual choice of selecting 
either Danny or Tom as our number 
one rider as they’ve both got the exact 


same average of 8.56,” he said. “After 
discussing this situation with Tom and 
Danny, I decided that Danny would 
start at number one. 

“There are a number of factors be¬ 
hind this decision. Danny hasn’t held 
anything back in the practice sessions 
that we’ve had and I’m convinced that 
he can hit the ground running in heat 
one. Also, Tom has made the number 
five race jacket his own while away 
with Birmingham so it seemed a logical 
decision.” 


Heathens head to Birmingham next 
Wednesday for their re-arranged West 
Midlands Challenge with the Brum¬ 
mies. 

They then make a welcome return 
to Monmore Green on Easter Monday, 
April 17, against Mildenhall. 

Club co-promoter Gary Patchett 
said: “It’s an amazing achievement to 
have this club going into an eigthth 
season without a track of our own, so 
we must thank Chris Van Straaten and 
the staff at Wolverhampton.” 


BREAK IN PLAY 
SCUPPERS DK 

Newport 41 DK 14 

THIS was probably the best 
game of rugby union football 
that DK have played all season 
- despite the result. 

Defensive work from both teams was 
ferocious, which it needed to be to stop 
the hard straight running of both sides. 

During the opening 10 minutes Matt Squires 
was given a yellow card for a high tackle, during 
his absence, Newport scored two tries. 

The first was a break away by Newport. There 
was a hint of offside but without technology to 
help the try was awarded and converted for 7-0 
to Newport. Moments later Newport were back 
on the attack and the try saw it 14-0 to Newport. 

Back to fifteen, DK started to make their mark 
on the game, Mitch Grealey and Stef Shillingford 
were running hard and the back three of Liam 
Marshall, Dave Pitt and Tommy Walker all car¬ 
ried the ball well. Props Rich Kelley and Arran 
Hudson were industrious and the back row were 
showing well. Dan Marsh was positive both in 
the lineout and the loose with Adam Perks an 
increasingly effective ball carrier. 

Pressure 

This pressure was made to tell when leading 
scorer Danny Hawkins crossed the line, with the 
referee awarding the try and a Tommy Huggins 
conversion closed the gap to 14-7. 

Against the run of play, Newport added a third 
try to extent their lead to 19-7. 

Newport lost a player to a yellow card and DK 
again started to build momentum. A poor clear¬ 
ance allowed DK to have the throw at a lineout 
deep in the Newport 22, then a well worked 
line out saw Luke Greenwood over for the try, 

Tommy Huggins hit his conversion over off the 
upright 19-14. 

A Newport player suffered a serious elbow in¬ 
jury, the game was stopped for several minutes 
and the break seemed to have an effect on the 
boys from Heathbrook. They conceded a try from 
the scrummage that restarted the match and 
quickly conceded two more tries. The match had 
gone from 19-14 to 34-14 in no time, but more 
importantly DK were in effect out of the game. 

Hopes of a DK comeback were over and Newport 
added a final try to make the final score 41-14. 


Mayor backs charity clash 



All those involved in last year’s inaugural game, which raised £15,000 for the hospice 


THE Mayor of Dudley has confirmed that he 
will be attending Sunday’s charity football 
match between the legends of Stourbridge FC 
and West Bromwich Albion. 

Last year’s inaugural clash, in aid of Mary 
Stevens Hospice raised more than £15,000, 
with the likes of ‘Super’ Bob Taylor, Darren 
‘Big Dave’ Moore and Paul Peschisolido ap¬ 
pearing for the Baggies team. 

This year the line-up will also feature Geoff 
Horsfield, Bobby Gould and Nigel Quashie. 

Mayor Mohammed Hanif has confirmed that 
he will be attending the game at the War Me¬ 
morial Ground, Amblecote, and will welcome 
the crowds as the gates open. 

The Mayor will also be starting the mascot 
race that will see the likes of The Baggie Birds, 
Wolves’ Wolfie and Toys ‘R’ Us’ Geoffrey the 
Giraffe, take on an oversized obstacle course as 
they compete for mascot glory. 

Amanda Bowen, deputy head of fundrais- 


ing and lottery for the Mary Stevens Hospice 
group said: “We’re absolutely delighted that 
the Mayor has lent his support to the day by 
agreeing to play such a big part. 

“We’re incredibly excited for the day, and 
would just like to extend our thanks to the 
Mayor for coming along to help.” 

The charity match sees the teams compete 
for the Jane Webb Memorial Trophy, named 
in tribute to a Stourbridge woman who sadly 
passed away in 2015. She was a supporter of 
the charity and the event was set-up to benefit 
the Hagley Road Hospice, by her son Matt, who 
will captain the Glassboys side. 

He said: “It’s just a wonderful feeling to see 
it generate so much support from so many dif¬ 
ferent areas of the community.” 

Gates will open at 1pm and the game kicks 
off an hour later. 

Tickets are £5 for aged 16 plus, and free for 
the under-16s. 


Glassboys 
face injury 
problems 

Stourbridge 1 Grantham 2 

RECENT years at the War Memorial 
Ground have seen a succession of play¬ 
off disappointments, together with last 
year’s agonising finish when two defeats 
in the final 48 hours of the season saw 
them miss out. 

Saturday’s 2-1 home defeat to Gran¬ 
tham hinted the end to the current 
campaign may be just as nervy for Gary 
Hackett’s men as they look to close out a 
place in the Evo-Stik Northern Premier 
Division top five. 

Goals early in each half from Luke and 
Lee Shaw earned the visiting Ginger¬ 
breads a victory which breathed new life 
into their own play-off charge. Stour’s 
response was impressive and they pulled 
level on 15 minutes when Luke Benbow 
fooled visiting keeper Kieran Preston 
with a 25-yard free-kick. 

Stour need to tread carefully over the 
remaining six games, four away from 
Amblecote. 

Manager Hackett’s mood on Satur¬ 
day evening was soured by both the 
below-par performance and an injury 
list which continues to lengthen. Only 
a quick glance at the starting XI is re¬ 
quired to get an idea of the scale of 
change since the Glassboys bowed out 
of the FA Cup in such heroic fashion at 
Wycombe in early January. 

While the likes of Dan Scarr and Kris¬ 
tian Green were tempted away by offers 
higher up the pyramid, much of the up¬ 
heaval has been necessitated by injuries 
with Hackett seeing a number of key 
players sidelined. 

On Saturday Matt Dodd was forced off 
inside the opening 15 minutes following 
a recurrence of a calf problem. Cen¬ 
tre-back Liam Slade, signed only a week 
ago from Halesowen Town to ease a de¬ 
fensive shortage, was then withdrawn 
in the second half after jarring his knee. 

Yeltz held to a draw, 
Spennymoor the pity 

Spennymoor 1 Halesowen 1 

HALESOWEN got a creditable draw 
away from home and earned their fourth 
point in two games. 

The Yeltz included new signing from 
Burton Albion, Cameron Steele, and he 
made an immediate impact on 26 min¬ 
utes when he scored from the edge of the 
box. Spennymoor had the ball in the net 
six minutes later but Graeme Armstrong 
was adjudged to have handled the ball. 

Mo Diop could have made it two just 
before the break but saw his shot saved 
by goalkeeper Daniel Lowson. The home 
side equalised on 72 minutes when sub¬ 
stitute Robert Ramshaw scored. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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